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Mystery contamination
IDOT paint spill drains upstream from Twin Lakes, local authorities rush to contain it

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris firefighters along with 
city street and sewer workers 
were busy during the late af-
ternoon Wednesday, Jan. 16, 
with an emergency situation to 
contain a contamination spill 
in a small, unnamed stream 
that flows north toward Twin 
Lakes.

The fire department re-
sponded after Chief Brian 
Gates received a call at 2:39 
p.m. the water in the creek be-
tween the transfer station and 
the Edgar County Highway 
Department on Springfield 
Road was a bright yellow color.

“We don’t know where it’s 
coming from,” Gates said from 
the scene.

It was later confirmed the 

source was road paint from the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation Facility on state 
Route 133.

The creek drains land 
around the IDOT facility and 
manufacturing plants located 
along state Route 133. It flows 
north from that area, crosses 
under the Decatur and Cen-
tral Illinois Railroad tracks to 
Springfield Road and contin-
ues on to feed into Sugar Creek 
and Twin Lakes Reservoir

Gates informed the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency of the situation and 
the EPA in turn sought assis-
tance from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
Conservation Police for the 
investigation.

Other firefighters were 

positioned on 1000th Road 
Wednesday to monitor the 
flow. Shortly before 4 p.m., the 
yellow slick had not reached as 
far as 1000th Road.

City street employees were 
also at that location using a 
backhoe and two truckloads 
of sand to dam the creek and 
hopefully hold back the con-
tamination while letting water 
filter through the sand without 
creating too large an area of im-
pounded water.

“It’s my understanding this 
creek flows into two good-
sized private ponds and on into 
Twin Lakes. We want to try to 
stop it before it gets there, and 
we risk a fish kill,” said Gates. 

Unfortunately, rain and 
melting snow overnight 

See SPILL, Page 8A

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA IS NOW WITHIN REACH

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Alternative education supervisor Josh Hollis answers a question from Hailey Schaefer during an afternoon session at 
the new program on Eads Ave. There are currwntly 18 students attending the program which began Jan. 7 and is being 
funded by Paris Union School District 95.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A new Paris Union School Dis-
trict 95 program is providing 18 
teenagers a pathway to receive their 
high school diplomas — by com-
puter.

The program currently has stu-
dents in middle school through high 
school enrolled in the three-hour 
Monday through Friday classes. 

Located in the Willis Center’s 
front classroom directly facing Eads 
Avenue in Paris, the students are un-
der the supervision of Paris native 
Josh Hollis, a paraprofessional. He 
accepted the position at the urg-
ing of Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson, who insti-
tuted the program.

 Larson, in remarks to the Paris 
Cooperative High School board of 
directors Monday, Jan. 14, explained 
some high school students are inde-
pendent, paying for their own hous-
ing and must work. “The traditional 
school day does not work for them,” 

he said.
Some students who attend are 

not able to attend every day due to a 
changing work schedule in local fast 
food restaurants or other positions. 
Others have a son or daughter to 
care for and when the child is sick, 
they cannot attend school, Larson 
said.

When visiting students in their 
family homes or where they reside, 

Larson said he realized it is vitally 
important to provide these teenag-
ers with a pathway to a diploma and 
perhaps a job or even college.

“There are more students liv-
ing on their own than many real-
ize,” Larson noted. The program 
— funded by Paris 95 — hopes to 
remove the negative connotation 
for students who were previously 

Alternative education

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Gavin Henke, 16, works on world history as part of the APEX computer pro-
gram to earn credits toward his high school diploma.

Digital classroom 
program provides 
pathway to diploma for 
independent students

See CLASS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris Police Chief Mike Henness 
is preparing to retire.

The city council reluctantly ac-
cepted his retire-
ment letter during 
the Monday, Jan. 
14, meeting. 

“It is with regret 
that we take this 
under consider-
ation,” said May-
or Craig Smith. 
“Mike has been with us for 30 
years.”

The chief ’s retirement date is 
May 3.

In other police department mat-
ters, Smith administered the oath 
of office to Brice Cannon as a new 
patrol officer, and the council ac-
cepted the resignation of dispatch-
er Jana Wolf. 

A large part of the meeting was 
devoted to a conversation between 
resident Tom Dagley and city offi-
cials. Dagley complained about the 
run down condition of homes in 
Paris with inoperable vehicles and 
other junk in the yards. He wanted 
to know why the city is not enforc-
ing ordinances making people keep 
their properties in good order.

City attorney Rich Kash ex-
plained, as with any legal action, 
there is a process that must be 
followed to assure people of their 
rights. He said the city cannot issue 
an order compelling an immediate 
clean up. The process involves first 
issuing a warning the property is in 
violation, which is followed by no-
tices to give the property owner an 
opportunity to get in compliance 
before a legal remedy is sought in 
court.

When an individual is found 
guilty of a city ordinance viola-
tion, it is common for the court 
to grant a 30-day period to rectify 
the situation and that time frame is 
frequently extended for a variety of 
reasons.

“We are having trouble at the 
courthouse,” said commissioner 

Henness 
announces 
retirement
Citizen complains 
about unkempt proper-
ties, garish paint jobs

See PARIS, Page 8A

HENNESS

Chrisman school district at top of financial standing
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Sitting 
on healthy cash reserves and 
without debt, the Chrisman 
Community Unit School Dis-
trict received a 4.0 rating for 
financial recognition status by 
the Illinois State Board of Ed-
ucation (ISBE).

“We can’t get any higher 
than that,” interim superinten-
dent Jim Acklin said during 
the Monday, Jan. 14, board of 
education meeting. “Overall, 
it’s very good news. The board 

has made good decisions that 
have put us in that highest 
category for two consecutive 
years.”

A variety of factors go into 
the formula for determin-
ing each district’s financial 
standing. Schools rank from 
the highest risk category of 
financial watch, which can 
trigger technical assistance 
and perhaps a financial over-
sight committee created by 
the ISBE to monitor financial 
transactions, up to Chrisman’s 
status of Financial Recog-

nition for largely hands-off 
monitoring by the ISBE.

According to the ISBE re-
view, the Chrisman district 
has enough cash reserves on 
hand to operate for a little 
more than one school year 
if all other funding sources 
ceased.

Acklin told board members 
a capital improvement grant 
from the state may be in the 
works, with $12,000 slated for 
Chrisman. If the grant comes 
through, the priority spending 
is targeted for agriculture and 

vo-tech programs.
An identified need for bet-

ter illumination in the ag shop 
is something the money could 
help resolve, but Acklin said 
the grant is not yet a done 
deal.

“I was cautioned – don’t 
spend the money,” he said.

Elementary principle Kelly 
Schluter said things are going 
well at the grade school and 
staff was preparing for a pre-
school compliance visit by 
state reviewers. Such visits are 
done every three years.

“It’s a big visit that take a lot 
of prep time,” said Schluter. 
“We’ve always scored well.”

As transportation director, 
Schluter faces a continuing 
problem of having enough bus 
drivers to do routes and also 
take care of field trips or after 
school sports activities. She 
acknowledged one option is 
to make coaches responsible 
for driving a team bus and 
paying them for the extra 
duty. The difficulty, Schluter 
said, is past conversations 

See CHRISMAS, Page 8A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The normally clear water flowing in a small stream be-
tween the transfer station and the Edgar County High-
way Department turned a bright yellow mid-afternoon 
Wednesday, Jan. 16. City officials were trying to determine 
the source since the stream drains land behind the Illinois 
Department of Transportation facility and manufacturing 
plants located along state Route 133.



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the Ed-
gar County Farm Bureau building, 
210 W. Washington, Paris. Weigh-in 
starts at 5 p.m. and the meeting 
begins at 5:30 p.m. Information 
about the Weight Watchers system 
is available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
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MOTHER-SON SPY TEAMS AT CHILDREN’S MUSEUM, FEB. 2
An evening of espionage gives mothers and sons an oppor-
tunity to save the world from an evil plot Feb. 2 at the Terre 
Haute Children’s Museum. Boys up to age 12 and their favorite 
females (mothers, grandmothers, friends, aunts, etc.) will train 
as spies, experiment with spy gadgets, and then, together, solve 
a mystery as they dance, ride in a limo and explore the museum 
from 6-9 p.m. Future spies will train to protect themselves with 
Taekwondo moves taught by Minton’s Black Belt Academy and 
will travel to South Korea hosted by Korean education students 
studying at Indiana State University.  If they chose to accept the 
mission, families will work together to escape a maze using a 
variety of spy gadgets. Not only will they save the world, but they 
will earn their own spy ID card to memorialize the evening. Light 
refreshments are served and photographs are given to each 
family group.  Attending spies may choose to make it either a 
formal or informal occasion, as agents must be able to blend in 
at fancy parties or while secretly climbing walls. Advance tickets 
for the event are $35 for a mother/son couple and $10 for each 
additional son. The price is $40/couple after Jan. 15. Tickets 
are limited and are expected to sell out quickly. Tickets can be 
purchased online

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

32   10
Prec: 100%

18   5
Prec: 0%

25   21
Prec: 0%

39   22
Prec: 60%

27   15
Prec: 0%

29   18
Prec: 0%

28   14
Prec: 30%

WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY for Edgar 
Co. from 12 a.m. Sat. to 12 a.m. Sunday

TODAY — A wintry mix likely in the morning 
before changing to snow. Windy with gusts 
near 40 mph causing blowing/drifting snow. 
Temperatures fall through the day. Up to 
.15” of ice possible and 2-5” of snow.

SATURDAY — Partly sunny and cold with 
highs in the upper teens and single digit 
winds chills.

MONDAY — Starting to warm up with highs 
in the mid 20s under partly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:08 a.m. 4:55 p.m. 3:27 p.m. 5:32 a.m.

SUNDAY 7:07 a.m. 4:57 p.m. 4:33 p.m. 6:34 a.m.

MONDAY 7:07 a.m. 4:58 p.m. 5:45 p.m. 7:30 a.m.

TUESDAY 7:06 a.m. 4:59 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 8:19 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:06 a.m. 5:00 p.m. 8:14 p.m. 9:01 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:05 a.m. 5:01 p.m. 9:26 p.m. 9:38 a.m.

FRIDAY 7:04 a.m. 5:02 p.m. 10:36 p.m. 10:11 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34°/18°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62° in 1952
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -22° in 1994

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.66”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.52”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.66”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.52”

NORMAL:    High: 34   Low: 18    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor/Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

101 S. Central Ave.
Paris  |  465-6381

Stop by and talk 
with us today.

24 Month CD

APY

Currently Offering…

3.00%
OPEN A CD NOW - ADD TO IT LATER

$1,000 MINIMUM BALANCE; $50,000 MAXIMUM ADDITIONS ALLOWED DURING THE CD 
TERM. APY EQUALS ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD. RATE CURRENT AS OF DATE OF 
PUBLICATION AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
ANY OTHER SPECIAL OFFER. PENALTY FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL. OFFER DOES NOT APPLY 
TO BROKERED DEPOSITS. MEMBER FDIC.

firstmid.com

Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
217-822-5371 Cell
douglas.hasler@lpl.com

weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

UPCOMING

ERBA EMPLOYMENT TRAINING
The Embarras River Basin Agen-
cy, Inc. (ERBA) is now accepting 

applications from income 
eligible individuals wanting to 
pursue training for a CDL license, 
CNA certificate, Basic Welding 
Certificate or CNC Operator 
Certificate. ERBA serves Clark, 
Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Jasper, Lawrence 
and Richland counties. For more 
information, call 800-252-1152 
before Feb. 2

SOIL NUTRIENT LOSS
The Illinois Extension is hosting 
a program Jan. 31, regarding 
soil nutrient loss and how to use 
farmdoc.illinois.edu. Watershed 
Outreach Associate Jennifer 
Woodyard discusses the Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strategy and 
the Embarras and Little Wabash 
watersheds. Jesse Soule, Com-
mercial Agriculture Extension 
Educator, talks about best prac-
tices for reducing nutrient loss. Ag 
and Natural Resources Program 
Coordinator, Kim Trine, shows how 
to use farmdoc.illinois.edu. for 
farm decision-making. The free 
program is available 8:30-10:30 
a.m. at the Edgar County Exten-
sion, 210 W. Washington Street, 
Paris; 12:30-2:30 p.m. at the Clark 
County Extension, 15493 N. State 
Hwy. 1, Marshall; and 4-6 p.m. at 
the Crawford County Extension, 
216 S. Cross Street. Snacks will 
be provided at each location. 
Register online at go.illinois.edu/
talkingtour or by calling 217-826-
5422 to choose the time and 
location that’s best.  

HOUGHLAND BIRTHDAY BASH
Marge Houghland’s 85th birthday 
bash originally planned for Jan. 
13 was canceled because of bad 
weather. It is rescheduled for 2-4 
p.m. Feb. 3 at the First Christian 
Church Fellowship Hall, 201 S. 
Main Street, Paris.

BOOK CHAT AT MARSHALL
The next book chat at the 
Marshall Public Library is 10:30 
a.m. Feb. 20 featuring “Educated: 
A Memoir,” by Tara Westover. 
Call 217-826-2535 or visit www.
marshallillibrary.com.

PRESCHOOL SCREENING
Project H.E.L.P. and the Kansas 
School District are offering free 
developmental screenings for 
parents to learn how a pre-school 
age child is developing in areas 
of speech, language, concepts, 
motor skills, vision and hearing. 
Screenings are Feb. 21 in the 
Kansas New Gym. Call Angela 
Haynes, 948-5174, to schedule 
an appointment. The screening is 
required for possible enrollment 
in the Project H.E.L.P. pre-school 
program. Early registration for 
kindergarten can also be done 
at the time of the screening and 
to do that parents must bring 
a certified copy of the child’s 
birth certificate, Social Security 
number and proof of residency in 
the Kansas School District.

CLARK COUNTY BICENTENNIAL
The Clark County Historical 
Society observes the county’s 
bicentennial with a special panel 
discussion 6:30 p.m. Feb. 28 in the 
Dale McConchie meeting room at 
the Marshall Public Library. The 
program includes information 
about the county’s formation in 
1819, facts from Clark County 
history and early settlements.
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10th Annual

Cause
for

Paws
JOIN US!

Saturday, January 26, 2019

Wine Tasting Event 
& Silent Auction

KC Hall 6 p.m. - 8:00 (ish) p.m.
Includes wine & finger foods

Followed by ‘71 Band at the Legion, 8:30 p.m.-Midnight

Proceeds to help sick, injured and 
homeless dogs

For tickets please 
call or text:

Brenda Wright:  217-264-2761

Mike Morris:  217-822-6630

Sandy Elliott: 217-251-8889

Cherie Bibo: 217-251-3734

Sponsored by:
 Paul Warner Animal Rescue

A 501 (c)3

A Divison of Precision Collision, Inc.             We Work With ALL Insurnace Companies

$5 
Preschool-
8th grade

$10
High school 
age & older

Friday,
 Feb. 1 @ 7 p.m.

Saturday,
Feb. 2 @ 7 p.m.

Tickets

Mayo Middle School
Presents

*Tickets Available at the Door*
Paris Center for Fine Arts

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A grandfather’s influence 
helped shape Brice Cannon’s 
career choices.

“My grandfather was sher-
iff of Wayne County for 22 
years,” said Cannon, who is 
the newest member of the 
Paris Police Department. 
“The way he carried himself 
and the difference he made 
impressed me.”

He enjoyed long conversa-
tions with his late grandfather 
about working in law enforce-
ment and serving in the mil-
itary.

“He was always a big influ-
ence in my life,” said Cannon.

Originally from Fairfield, 
Cannon moved to Edgar 
County at age 13 when his 
former stepfather accepted 
a job with North American 
Lighting. The family settled in 
the Kansas area, and Cannon 
graduated from Kansas High 
School in 2013. During high 
school, he had a job in Paris.

“Eleven days after I gradu-
ated, I hopped a plan to Fort 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The newest Paris police officer is on the streets and working 
with the department’s field training officers to complete his 
probationary period. Brice Cannon, a 2013 Kansas High School 
graduate, said he is excited to serve as a police officer for a 
town he loves and a community where he wants to raise his two 
daughters.

New officer continues tradition

Jackson, South Carolina, to 
begin military training,” said 
Cannon.

He is now in his seventh 
year with the National Guard 
and recently switched assign-
ments to serve as a military 
police officer.

After completing the ac-

tive duty phase of his military 
obligation, Cannon returned 
to Paris and worked at NAL 
where he met his future wife. 
He also worked in the Cham-
paign area building homes. 
When a vacancy occurred on 
the police department, Can-
non decided to pursue that 

opportunity.
Paris Police Chief Mike 

Henness said Cannon was 
hired Sept. 30 and imme-
diately sent to the 14-week 
police training academy in 
Macon County. He graduated 
the academy Jan. 4 and is now 
on a 12-week probationary 
period as a patrol officer.

During the probationary 
period, Cannon will spend 
four-week periods riding with 
and learning from field train-
ing officers Andy Hutson, 
Matt McConnell and Ryan 
Washburn.

Cannon said the job so far 
is consistent with his expec-
tations although it has proved 
more challenging in some sit-
uations than anticipated.

His motivation to work in 
law enforcement is personal 
because of his attachment to 
Paris and a desire to serve.

“I love this community,” 
said Cannon. “It is the place I 
want to raise my girls. I have a 
four-year-old and a two-year-
old daughter.”

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The felony prosecution of 
Justin Hefner cleared another 
hurdle Monday, Jan. 14.

Hefner, 41, of Terre Haute, 
Ind., and formerly of Paris, 
appeared in custody for the 
preliminary hearing to de-
termine if the state possess-
es enough evidence for the 
Class 2 felony false person-
ation of a peace officer while 
attempting to commit a felo-
ny, a Class 4 felony of a false 
personation of a peace officer 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
false personation of a govern-
ment official.

Deputy Dee Burgin testi-
fied about the incident when 
Hefner arrived at the Edgar 
County Jail Feb. 17, 2018 
armed and wearing body ar-
mor with a partially obscured 
badge attached to his bullet 
proof vest. 

“He appeared to have the 
butt of a semi-automatic pistol 
sticking from the holster on 
his vest,” said Burgin, adding 
the only part of the badge that 
was not obscured showed the 
word investigator. 

The pistol was later deter-
mined to be a BB gun.

Burgin said Hefner claimed 
he was with the Department 
of Defense and was in town 
to arrest Brad Collier. When 
Deputy Matt Smith asked 
to see Hefner credentials 
the man offered a business 
card from the Constitutional 
Wounded Warriors organiza-
tion. He did not proffer any 
form of federal identification.

The experienced law en-
forcement officers were sus-
picious of the situation, espe-

cially after having received an 
alert from Paris Police Chief 
Mike Henness regarding Hef-

ner. Burgin 
said Henness 
advised local 
police agen-
cies Hefner 
p r e v i o u s l y 
appeared at 
the police 
department 

claiming to be a federal agent 
with a need to do a welfare 
check at the Collier resi-
dence. In that instance, offi-
cers accompanied him to the 
home.

Making it up as they went, 
Smith and Burgin invited 
Hefner into the secure por-
tion of the jail to discuss the 
arrest, but first he had to de-
posit his sidearm in a locked 
compartment for security 
reason. Once he was behind 
the locked doors, the dep-
uties convinced Hefner to 
remove the body armor and 
consent to a search, again for 
security purposes. The body 
search found he had a bottle 
of Mace® and handcuffs on 
his person.

Hefner told the deputies 
he planned to arrest Collier 
for possession of papers that 
represented a security breach 
for the FBI, and he asked the 
deputies to arrange for an 
ambulance to meet them at 
the scene to care for Collier’s 
wife, who remains uncon-
scious following a serious 
automobile accident. Hefner 
also asked to have someone 
from the Department of 
Children and Family Services 
available to take the children.

“He was going to arrest Mr. 
Collier, bring him back to the 
jail and notify Homeland Se-
curity,” said Burgin.

During the conversation 
Hefner repeatedly told the 
officers he is a Department 
of Defense agent with na-

tion-wide arrest powers. 
Burgin said after Hefner was 
arrested the defendant stated 
he is not a federal department 
employee but a contractor for 
DOD.

Public defender William 
McGrath asked Judge Ste-
ven L. Garst to dismiss the 
charges, claiming his client 
did not commit a crime.

“There was no attempt 
to do anything except for a 
verbal discussion,” said Mc-
Grath.

 Edgar County State’s At-
torney Mark Isaf countered 
this is more than a case of 
discussing the possibility 
of committing a crime. He 
argued the evidence shows 
Hefner performed reconnais-
sance of the home; was aware 
of the family conditions in-
side; was equipped with re-
straints such as handcuffs, 
zip ties and duct tape; and in 
addition to the BB gun had a 
firearm in his vehicle. 

“That’s attempt,” said Isaf. 
“He expressed that intent and 
was dressed for that intent.”

The state’s attorney also 
reviewed the personation of 
a police officer charge noting 
Hefner appeared at the Edgar 
County Jail dressed in a way 
to indicate he was a police 
officer wearing body armor, 
weapons, restraints and a 
badge deliberately obscured 
to hide it was not an official 
badge of the type issued to 
sworn officers.

“He appeared as an inves-
tigator, dressed and adorned 
with all of the accouterments 
to accomplish that task,” Isaf 
said.

Garst ruled the state met 
the burden of proof neces-
sary to continue the case, and 
McGrath entered a not guilty 
plea with a jury trial demand 
for his client. The case was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.  

Court will sustain charges
State’s attorney 
meets burden of 
proof, Hefner’s trial 
moves forward

HEFNER
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These cases appeared be-
fore the bench during the Jan. 
7 and Jan. 10 criminal and 
traffic call in Edgar County 
Circuit Court.

IN CUSTODY 
nJohn J. Close, 45, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine. The public defender 

was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. Close was grant-
ed a personal recognizance 
bond and remanded to custo-
dy pending release processing.
nCody D. Craig, 34, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor battery. The public 
defender was appointed and 
a not guilty plea with a jury 
trial demand was entered. The 
matter was continued for a 

Edgar County Circuit Court is in session
pretrial conference. 

In another matter, Craig 
denied a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor battery conviction. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and a motion for a 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. Craig was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nBrendan Connors, 47, 

Marshall, appeared in custo-
dy. The public defender was 
appointed and a not guilty 
plea with a jury trial demand 
was entered for a Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. Con-
nors was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nTyson W. DuCharme, 33, 

Vermilion, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drugs and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. Ducharme 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nKaylee L.M. Ford, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe. The public 
defender was assigned and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Ford 
was granted a personal recog-
nizance bond and remanded 
to custody pending release 
processing.
nTyge A. Hissem, 26, Paris, 

appeared in custody. Accord-
ing to court records, he was 
disruptive in the courtroom 
and was returned to jail. In his 
absence, the public defender 
was appointed to represent 
him on a Class 3 felony pos-

session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe charges. The matter 
was continued for the pre-
liminary hearing. Hissem was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJassem M. Holvani, 36, 

Chrisman, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 2 felony unlawful use of 
a weapon by a convicted fel-
on. The public defender was 
appointed and bond was set 
at $15,000. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing, and he was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJames W. Kindred, 24, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
4 felony obstruction of justice 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe. The public defender 
was appointed. The matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing and Kindred was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJacob S. Lynch, 25, Paris, 

appeared in custody. The pre-
liminary hearing was held and 
probable cause was founded 
to formally charge him with 
a Class 1 felony delivery of a 
controlled substance, a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe. He pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. A motion for bond re-
duction was denied. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference, and Lynch was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAlec R. Mockbee, 20, 

Hoopeston, appeared in cus-
tody. He was charged with a 
Class 3 felony theft. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJames D. Phillips, 23, 

Marshall, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 

court appearance. His mo-
tion for a personal recogni-
zance bond was denied. Phil-
lips’ unresolved charges of a 
Class 1 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDara N. Rhoads, 39, Par-

is, appeared in custody. She 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class 3 felony aggravated 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charges. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled. Bond 
was reduced to $2,500 from 
the original bond of $3,500. 
Rhoads was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.  
nAlisha L. Shields, 26, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of any intoxi-
cating compound. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
not guilty plea with a jury tri-
al demand was entered. Bond 
was set at $100 plus her driv-
er's license. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nWilliam B. Tresner, 34, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe. The pub-
lic defender was appointed. 
Bond was set at $30,000 and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Tres-
ner was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nCharles G. Wells, 19, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
pleaded guilty to a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal damage to prop-
erty charge. He was sentenced 
to 120 days in jail with credit 
for 53 days previously served 
with good conduct credit to 
apply and the remaining time 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, two years of probation, 
court costs and various state 
fees. His bond conditions 
include he is to have no con-
tact with the apparent victims 
or their residences. In ex-
change for the plea, the state 
dismissed a two counts of a 
Class A misdemeanor illegal 
consumption of alcohol by a 
minor charge. 

In another matter, Wells 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor retail theft 
charge. He was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, restitution 
of $51.02, court costs and var-
ious state fees. He was ordered 
to have no contact with the 
apparent victim and was re-
manded to custody pending 
release processing.

CHARGES
nKeith A. Addcox, 31, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor aggravated 
assault. He told the court he 
will hire an attorney and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nZanosha M. Brown, 25, 

Westville, was charged with a 
Class 2 felony theft of a motor 
vehicle and a Class 3 felony 
theft. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 
nSteven J. Gann, 44, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
C misdemeanor assault and 
a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
first appearance with counsel 
was scheduled.
nTimothy L. Johnson, 

65, Chrisman, was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nBradley J. Latch, 30, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor theft. The pub-
lic defender was appointed. A 
first appearance with counsel 
was scheduled.
nDavid T. Manning, 46, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nGene Ray Marchant, 39, 

Paris, was charged and plead-

ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class A misde-
meanor speeding. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nChristina M. Miller, 36, 

Dana, Ind., was charged with 
a Class C misdemeanor im-
proper use of an automobile 
title. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nAaron D. Mullenix, 44, 

Paris, was presented with and 
denied a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
2 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nDalton R. Smith, 21, 

Charleston, was charged with 
an amended Class 4 felony 
criminal trespassing to his 
case where he was already 
charged with a Class 1 felony 
residential burglary. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nAnthony L. Wilson, 18, 

Chrisman, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing. The public defender was 
appointed. The matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nThomas M. Devers, 42, 

Paris, admitted a petition to 
revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery conviction. He was resen-
tenced to 14 days in jail with 
credit for 14 days previously 
served, one year of condition-
al discharge and ordered to 
pay all previous financial ob-
ligations. 
nMarilyn N. Ingram, 58, 

Chrisman, pleaded guilty to a 
Class C misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct charge. She was 
sentenced to six months of 
conditional discharge, a $200 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 
nDavid L. Pinnell, 58, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct and was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $4,300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. In exchange for the 
guilty plea, the state dismissed 
a Class A misdemeanor violat-
ing an order of protection. 
nJessica F. Shelton, 29, 

Paris, admitted a petition to 
revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
4 felony aggravated driving 
while license is suspended 
conviction. She was resen-
tenced to 60 days in jail sub-
ject to the court’s discretion, 
one year of conditional dis-
charge and ordered to pay all 
prior financial obligations. 
nScott P. Tingley, 47, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea agreement to a Class 4 fel-
ony domestic battery charge 
and was sentenced to 120 days 
in jail with 30 to be served as 
electronic home monitoring 
with work release and the re-
maining 90 days are subject 
to the court’s discretion, two 
years of probation, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. He must also obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 2 
felony aggravated domestic 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charges. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nDaniel C. Barrett, 38, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct. The public defender 
was assigned to the case and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nKeith A. Gosnell, 33, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nJanice M. Hanners, 64, 

Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 4 felony failure to 
stop after having an accident 
involving a personal injury, a 
Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 

See RECORD, Page 12A
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SARAH THOMPSON
Sarah Jordan Thompson, 

25, of Paris, passed away 
at 3:12 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 

12, 2019, in 
the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital.  

A memo-
rial visitation 

is from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, at Templeton Funer-
al Home. Private interment 
is at a later date.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
te m p l e to n f u n e r a l h o m e.
com.

THOMPSON

JENNIFER THOMAS
Jennifer Joan Thomas, 45, 

of Paris, passed away at 9 
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019, 

in the emer-
gency room 
at Horizon 
Health Paris 
C o m m u n i -
ty Hospital. 
She was an 
e m p l o y e e 
of Highview 

Terrace of Paris for more 
than 10 years. 

A service celebrating her 
life is 6 p.m. today, Jan. 19, at 
Templeton Funeral Home, 
with Bro. Karl Marshall of-
ficiating. Interment is at a 
later date. Visitation is from 
4 p.m. until the service time 
today at the funeral home. 

She was born July 12, 
1973, at Paris, the daughter 
of Ronnie G. and Margaret J. 
“Peg” Claypool Thomas. 

Survivors include her 
loving companion of 17 

years, Jon Parker of Paris; 
her mother, Peg Thomas of 
Paris; two children, Savanah 
(Erik) Lindvall of Monrovia, 
Ind., and Kanden Parker at 
home; a stepson, Nathaniel 
Parker of Paris; a sister, Tedi 
Thomas of Paris; two grand-
daughters, Lily Labaume of 
Monrovia and Audrey Tou-
lou-Lindvall of Whiteland, 
Ind.; a nephew, Levi Esling-
er of Paris; a niece, Kayla 
Eslinger of Paris; and her 
mother-in-law, Vickie Rob-
inson of Paris. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father. 

Ms. Thomas loved spend-
ing time in her pool and was 
a loyal New England Patriots 
fan. She had an adventurous 
spirit and loved to travel. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the 
donor’s choice. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

THOMAS

ROSEMARIE NEWHART
SHELBYVILLE – Rose-

marie “Vicki” Newhart, of 
Shelbyville, passed away at 

3:55 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 
14, 2019, at 
Haw thorne 
Inn Assisted 
Living.

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. Tuesday, 

Jan. 22, at Howe and Yockey 
Funeral Home, with the Rev. 
David Middleton officiating. 
Burial is in Edgar Cemetery, 
Paris. Visitation is from 9 a.m. 
until the service time Tuesday 
at the funeral home.

Mrs. Newhart was born 
June 19, 1928, at St. Louis, 
Mo., the daughter of the late 
Kedge and Helen Ruth Bush 
Vicory. She married Edward 
Eugene Newhart July 2, 1946, 
and he preceded her in death 
Nov. 25, 2009.

She is survived by her sons, 
Randy (Chris) Newhart of 
Rockford and Rick (Cathy) 
Newhart of Carterville; 
daughter, Kimberly ( Jim) 
Sparks of Shelbyville; sister, 
Tillie Marshall of Leesburg, 
Fla.; five grandchildren, Mi-
chelle Newhart, Matt Ne-
whart, Ryan Newhart, Sky-
lar Sparks and Alex Sparks; 
and five great-grandchildren, 

Max, Harrison, Liam, Ronan 
and Isla Newhart.

She was preceded in death 
by one daughter, Rhonda L. 
Newhart.

Mrs. Newhart graduated 
from Paris High School with 
the Class of 1946. She was 
employed by CIPS for more 
than 25 years, serving in Par-
is, Paxton, Charleston and 
Mattoon, where she worked 
as cashier, bookkeeper, ste-
nographer and drafter. She 
and her husband ran the 
Mom and Pops Square Dance 
Shop in Mattoon for many 
years.   

She was a member of 
the First United Methodist 
Church of Shelbyville, Red 
Hat Society, Garden Club, 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority and 
Mattoon Top Spinners and 
Charleston Swing and Sway-
ers Square Dance Clubs. 

Mrs. Newhart enjoyed gar-
dening, china painting, sew-
ing, crocheting, traveling with 
her husband and taking care 
of and playing with her grand-
children.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the First United 
Methodist Church of Shel-
byville or St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, Memphis, 
Tenn.

Online condolences at 
www.howeandyockey.com.

NEWHEART

CHARLES MALONE
WEST TERRE HAUTE, 

IND. – Charles Dennie 
“Pete” Malone, of Dennison, 

passed away 
Jan. 15, 2019, 
after compli-
cations fol-
lowing a frac-
tured hip. He 
also suffered 
the effects of 
dementia.  

Cremation 
was chosen. 
A memorial 
service was 

6:45 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, 
at Fitzpatrick Funeral Home. 
Private graveside services are 
at a later date. Visitation was 
from 4 p.m. until the memo-
rial service Thursday at the 
funeral home.

Mr. Malone was born in 
1921 at Paris, the son of the 
late Charles Franklin and Lot-
tie Belle Malone. He married 
Rosalie Mitchell in 1944 and 
they celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary before 
her death in 2004. Together 
they raised six children. 

He is survived by six chil-
dren, Dennie (Pegg) Malone 
of Plymouth, Mass., Mau-
reen Friday of Clearwater 
Beach, Fla., John Malone of 
Matthews, N.C., Shannon 
Malone of Columbus, Ind., 
Kimberly (Bud) Cates of 
Dennison and Lori ( John) 
Shipley of Brentwood, Tenn.; 
13 grandchildren; and 10 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in 
death by his brother, Elmer 
Malone; and sisters Mabel 
Benjamin, Patricia Worrell 
and Jaqueline Bovenschen.

As the oldest of five chil-
dren, he left home as a teen-
ager to serve in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. It was 

the Depression and he sent 
home the money he made 
to help with the family.  He 
went on to serve in the Navy 
during World War II with 
Halsey’s Fleet from New 
Zealand through the Solo-
mon Islands and New Guin-
ea. 

Mr. Malone worked at 
Ethyl Visqueen in Terre 
Haute, and he also farmed. 
He valued hard work, and 
he valued helping others 
whenever he could. When it 
snowed he plowed the roads 
with his tractor so the school 
buses could travel safely. 

He continued to split his 
own wood well into his 80s. 
When he no longer worked at 
Visqueen, he used his talents 
as a craftsman to create beau-
tiful pieces of furniture for his 
family and for many others.

Mr. Malone was a strong 
and vibrant man who lived a 
long life and was the last in 
his family to pass away.  He 
enjoyed playing the guitar 
and challenged all comers 
to a game of pool.  He also 
loved to play and watch golf.  
He was a proud member of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and the American Legion.  

The family wishes to rec-
ognize the special care given 
to him by the memory care 
unit at Southwood Health-
care Center, Union Hospital 
3rd floor health care employ-
ees, Southern Care Hospice, 
Hospice of the Wabash Val-
ley and the Gibson Family 
Center for Hospice Care.  
Their compassion and care 
was heartfelt and sincere.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Hospice of the 
Wabash Valley.

Online condolences at 
www.f itzpatr ickf unerals.
com.

MALONE

KEITH GOODWIN
Keith Allen Goodwin, 

29, of Paris, passed away at 
10:12 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, 

2019, at his 
residence.

 All ser-
vices and 
burial are 
p r i v a t e . 
T e m p l e -
ton Funeral 
Home of 
Paris is in 
charge of 
the arrange-
ments.

Mr. Goodwin was born 
July 7, 1989, at Terre Haute, 
Ind., the son of Jeffrey 
Wayne and Lori Ann Lewis 
Goodwin.

Survivors include his par-
ents, Jeff and Lori Good-
win of Paris; his grand-
parents, James and Wilma 
Goodwin and Sheldon and 

Mickie Winans, all of Paris; 
great-grandmothers, Nor-
ma Peters of Clinton, Ind., 
and Oles Winans of Paris; 
a sister, Kelsey Goodwin 
of Paris; aunts and uncles, 
Andrew (Shelly) Goodwin 
of Paris, Michelle Lewis 
of Terre Haute and Rob-
ert ( Jan) Lewis of Carbon, 
Ind.; a great-aunt, Linda 
Goodwin of Paris; and a 
great-uncle, Donnie Good-
win of Paris. 

He was preceded in death 
by his maternal grandfather, 
Robert Lewis.

Mr. Goodwin was a deco-
rated U.S. Air Force veteran 
of the Gulf Wars and took 
deep pride in his service.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

GOODWIN

VIRGINIA ESKEW
Virginia L. Eskew, 88, of 

Flora, and formerly of Par-
is, passed away at 5:35 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 
13, 2019, 
at her resi-
dence. She 
was a home-
maker. 

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life was 
11 a.m. Fri-

day, Jan. 18, 2019, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home, with 
Bro. Karl Marshall officiat-
ing. Burial followed in Edgar 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 10 a.m. until the ser-
vice time Friday at the funer-
al home. 

Mrs. Eskew was born 
March 31, 1930, at Indianap-
olis, Ind., the daughter of the 
late M. Wayne and Goldy 
Lou Hardy Rice. She mar-
ried John M. Eskew Aug. 17, 
1951, at Paris. He preceded 
her in death May 11, 1988. 

Survivors include a son, 
Gary (Kathy) Eskew of Flo-
ra; a brother, Robert (De-
lores) Rice of Paris; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Lisa Gosnell of 
Paris; five grandchildren, 

Jeremy Deem, Jason Eskew, 
Rachel ( Jason) Salemme, 
Emily (Ken) Pence and Jef-
frey Eskew; six great-grand-
children, Trevor Deem, Isa-
iah Deem, Liam Eskew, Zoey 
Pence, Allyson Eskew and 
Madyson Eskew; as well as 
several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

She was preceded in death 
by a son, Lary Eskew; and a 
great-grandson, Cory Deem. 

Mrs. Eskew was a mem-
ber of Lake Ridge Christian 
Church, where she was an 
active volunteer for several 
years. She was also a member 
of the Paris Red Hat Society. 
She volunteered many years 
as a Den Mother for Cub 
Scout Pack #88 and also as an 
election judge. She enjoyed 
reading, and in her younger 
years, she enjoyed horseback 
riding. She loved spending 
time with her friends and 
family, and cherished her 
time with her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Clay County 
Hospice. 

Online condolences avail-
able at www.TempletonFu-
neralHome.com.

ESKEW

MARIE DAWSON
MARSHALL – Marie E. 

Dawson, 72, of Terre Haute, 
Ind., passed away at 10:03 

a.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 15, 2019, 
at her home. 

Visitation 
is from 1 to 
4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 20, 
at Pearce Fu-
neral Home. 

Private burial is in the Mar-
shall Cemetery.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Catholic Chari-
ties.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DAWSON

JOHNNA COTTLE
KANSAS – Johnna Marie 

Cottle, 55, of Kansas, passed 
away at 11:22 a.m. Tues-

day, Jan. 15, 
2019, at her 
home, sur-
rounded by 
her family. 
She was a de-
voted home-
maker and 
farm wife, 

and had also been employed 
at the former Citizen’s Na-
tional Bank of Paris for more 
than 22 years.

A memorial service cel-
ebrating her life was 3 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 18, at Kansas 
Christian Church, with Min-
ister Bret Hammond offici-
ating. Friends were invited 
to join the family for a time 
of sharing and celebration 
in the church fellowship hall 
immediately following the 
service until 7 p.m. Temple-
ton Funeral Home of Kansas 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mrs. Cottle was born June 
28, 1963, at Charleston, the 
daughter of John C. and 
Marilyn I. Tanner Gough. 
She married Robert Bruce 
Cottle July 13, 1985, at the 
Kansas United Methodist 
Church, and he survives.

 Other survivors include 
her mother, Marilyn Gough 
of Kansas; two daughters, 

Hayley Marie (Eric) Alm-
burg of Malta and Madelyn 
Rae Cottle (Mitchell Mu-
nie) of Pocahontas; two sis-
ters, Gale ( John) Wood of 
Paris and Dr. Tammy Gough 
(Stewart Schwensen) of 
Dallas, Texas; several niec-
es, nephews and cousins; as 
well as her beloved dog and 
cat, Rocky and Barbara Jean. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father.

Mrs. Cottle was a 1981 
graduate of Kansas High 
School, and earned her as-
sociate degree from Park-
land College. She was a 
member of Kansas Chris-
tian Church.

Her life was marked by 
qualities of friendship, 
thoughtfulness, grace, dig-
nity and the love of simple 
pleasures. She was happiest 
when enjoying the com-
pany of family and friends, 
cheering on her daughters 
in their various activities or 
simply being outdoors and 
enjoying the sunshine. She 
was admiringly devoted to 
her husband, and gentle but 
passionate in her faith.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children c/o Edgar 
County Shrine Club, or to 
Kansas Christian Church.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

COTTLE

FAYE CAMP
Faye Marie Camp, 81, of 

Paris, passed away at 5:30 
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019, 

at her resi-
dence. She 
was retired 
from Eastern 
Illinois Uni-
versity after 
24 years as 
secretary to 
the Vice Pres-

ident of Student Affairs and 
was also a devoted farm wife. 

Services celebrating her life 
are 10:30 a.m. today, Jan. 19, 
at Templeton Funeral Home 
in Paris, with Minister Bret 
Hammond officiating. Burial 
follows in Green Moss Cem-
etery in Clark County. Vis-
itation was from 3 to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 18, at Templeton 
Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Camp was born July 
11, 1937, at Danville, the 
daughter of the late Jacob and 
Martha M. Klaudt Schmit. 
She married Donald W. Camp 
Aug. 19, 1967, at Danville, and 

he survives. 
Other survivors include a 

son, Jim V. Camp of Tulsa, 
Okla.; a sister, Dorothy Wil-
son of Paris; two grandchil-
dren, Jeanie (Ryan) Camp 
of Kansas, and Jason Camp 
of Broken Arrow, Okla.; 10 
great-grandchildren; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Francis and 
Willie Schmit; and a sister, 
Loretta Walker. 

Mrs. Camp was a mem-
ber of Bell Ridge Christian 
Church of Paris. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Green Moss Cem-
etery & Church or to a charity 
of the donor’s choice. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

CAMP



COLUMBIA, S.C. — If loyal-
ty only goes so far, Sen. Lindsey 
Graham’s goes every which 
way — depending on the day, 
week, month — or proximity to 
Election Day.

One day, he may think Donald 
Trump is a kook. That was 
Graham’s description of Trump 
in 2016, shortly after he’d ended 
his own campaign for president. 
Or, he may think Trump is 
presidential, as he said recently 
in appraising Trump’s speech 
from the Oval Office on border 
security.

What did they do with Lind-
sey Graham, one might reason-
ably ask? 

If you posed this question to 
random people on Capitol Hill, 
you might hear them say, Aw, 
that’s just Lindsey. 

He’s in cycle.
If this sounds vaguely endo-

crinal, well, suit yourself. What it 
means, of course, is that Graham 
is up for re-election in 2020.

When you’re in one of the 
redder states in the union, you’d 
best cheer for the Man from 
MAGA or risk fading into local 
history.

It isn’t unusual for politicians 
to tweak their language or style, 
to soften or toughen rhetoric 
as one’s audience pleases. Still, 
there’s something almost comi-
cal about Graham’s toughening 
stances and head-snapping 
reversals. It’s as though his body 
has been occupied by someone 
else, his inner Terminator liber-
ated at last, — in part, perhaps, 
because he’s no longer the late 
Sen. John McCain’s wingman. 

He’s Maverick now.
Whatever else he intends, 

Graham has always known how 
to play the media and keep him-
self in the headlines. 

This may explain his and 
Trump’s recent comity, which 
can be traced to a lunch in 

March 2017 when the two found 
common ground in, among 
other things, an affection for 
playing golf. They are also both 
showmen and may share some 
mutual respect. Both love to be 
center stage and both seem to 
have a similar knack for giving 
people what they want. 

The president and the appren-
tice.

Confession: I love Graham — 
for all the right reasons. 

He’s a mensch who’d give you 
the shirt off his back, whether 
you needed it or not. He’s a good 
guy, brought up hard, who tran-
scended tragedy (both parents 
died when he was in college, 
leaving him to care for his then-
13-year-old sister). He’s a true 
patriot, who served in the U.S. 
Air Force JAG corps and then 
the Air Force Reserve as he was 
rising from lawyer to congress-
man to the U.S. Senate.

He is also very funny, as 
debate viewers will recall from 
his 2015 performances. His best 
lines from those debates were 
spontaneous, quick-witted and 
true.

We delighted in his unfiltered 
answers to questions, such as: 
“You know how to make Amer-
ica great again? Tell Donald 
Trump to go to hell.” 

Or, if Trump were to win, the 
Islamic State “would be dancing 
in the streets; they just don’t 
believe in dancing.”

Funny then, but no more. 
Graham has become a lead 

gladiator for a southern border 
wall, even recently advising 
Trump to invoke national emer-
gency powers to fund it. 

From “Little Jerk,” McCain’s 
affectionate nickname for Gra-
ham, to Maximus in a few short 
months. No longer is Trump a 
kook. 

In 2017, Graham repeated 
the word but this time in taking 

issue with the press for, “this 
endless attempt to label the guy 
as some kind of kook not fit to 
be president.”

But then Monday happened.
The president turned on 

Maximus, rejecting Graham’s 
suggestion to temporarily re-
open the government while the 
wall debate continues. The mind 
meld lost its connection. 

Do we sense a split after all 
Graham has done, not least 
his fiery attack on Democratic 
members of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee during the Brett 
Kavanaugh proceedings, which 
Graham called an unethical 
sham?

Instantly, Graham became a 
meme sensation on the right. On 
the left, you’d have thought he 
had called Kavanaugh’s accuser, 
Christine Blasey Ford, “bat---- 
crazy,” a term he previously had 
used to describe the GOP for its 
support of Trump.

As we enter 2019, the Graha-
mster is full of brio and bluster, 
ready to rush Texas with his own 
fence-post digger. His speech-
writer must surely be busy 
preparing text for the senator’s 
remarks upon the groundbreak-
ing, perchance to include: “Pres-
ident Trump, build this wall.” 

In the meantime, as Judiciary 
Committee chair, Graham has 
vowed the next Supreme Court 
justice will be a conservative, as 
though anyone doubted it.

One can hardly wait, but not 
for long. 

The night is young, the news 
breaks 24/7, and we’ve nearly 
two more years to wonder what 
Graham will say, growl, hiss, 
spit, growl, whisper or sing, 
hallelujah. 

May his cycle be unbroken.
(Kathleen Parker is a politically 

conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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I missed JB Pritzker’s 
impromptu speech to a 
gathering of Republi-

cans last 
week by 
a few 
minutes.

But the 
fact that 
Pritzker 
even 
stopped 
by the 
event, 
hosted by 
Senate 

Republican Leader 
Bill Brady and House 
Republican Leader Jim 
Durkin, was notable.

As one top Republi-
can said after Pritzker’s 
speech, just imagine 
Gov. Bruce Rauner 
showing up to speak 
about bipartisanship 
and then heap praise on 
House Speaker Michael 
Madigan and Senate 
President John Cullerton 
at a Democratic recep-
tion. If you can’t imag-
ine such a thing, well, 
that was the Republi-
can’s whole point.

It never would have 
happened.

The Republicans have 
every right to be demor-
alized in Illinois. They 
hold no statewide office, 
their party lost two 
suburban congressional 
seats and they are now 
firmly in the super-mi-
nority in both the House 
and Senate. And yet, in 
conversations with both 
Republican legislative 
leaders last week, it 
seemed pretty clear 
to me they were both 
pleased and optimistic 
about finally having a 
governor they believe 
they can work with.

We all know the 
history. Gov. Rauner is 
an extremely difficult 
person to deal with even 
for those who agree with 
most of his political 
agenda. He assumes he’s 
right and he assumes 
you feel the same way, 
or else. He demands 
complete loyalty — but 
offers little in return. 
His word cannot ever be 
trusted. He seems inca-
pable of making small 
talk beyond a few min-
utes and no one has ever 
accused him of having a 
warm personality.

The same lack of 

Why no 
cure for 
cancer?

Can things get worse in Illinois? But let’s be optimistic as Pritzer takes over

So, if someone wants to play devil’s advo-
cate, let’s assume there really is a conspiracy 
to hide the cure for cancer. Well, there are 

hundreds of thousands, prob-
ably millions, of scientists, 
researchers and health care 
providers, and they’re all on 
the take? Oh, come on, now.

And not a one of them has 
broken the code of silence, 
not even when their parents, 
spouses, children, friends, 
dogs, cats and other loved 
ones have cancer and they are 
watching them die slowly and 
painfully? And who really 
believes these conspirators 

are going to continue the cover-up when they 
themselves get cancer? Does no one want the 
magic elixir, and is no one willing to spill the 
beans to get it?  Seems farfetched.

And here’s the big question for the 
geniuses who think the medical industrial 
complex is withholding the cure to make 
money. Who holds the money, and what 
is the formula for distributing these funds 
to the conspirators? How come no one is 
dissatisfied with his share and is threatening 
to blow up the whole deal if he doesn’t get a 
bigger cut? What a gentlemanly bunch these 
gangsters must be, who kill millions of people 
by withholding the cure but never fuss over 
the money.

The conspiracy can’t be limited to the can-
cer doctors. Look at the big money picture. 
If we had a magical cure for cancer, people 
would die of something else, like heart dis-
ease.  The heart doctors must be pretty sore at 
the cancer doctors for hogging up more than 
their fair share of the sick and dying. Yet the 
heart doctors say nothing while the cancer 
doctors steal their profits.  Why is that?  

Is there some secret plan to share cancer 
profits with heart doctors? Or are the oncol-
ogists also conspiring with the cardiologists 
to conceal the existence of the cure for heart 
disease? 

Surely, cancer can’t be the only disease 
supported by a medical conspiracy of silence. 
Either way, the suicide prevention folks won’t 

It’s no secret that many in down-
state Illinois — including Edgar 
County — are hoping things can’t 
get any worse in our state as Gov. JB 
Prizker begins his term of office with  
a super majority in the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly and Democrats filling 
every constitutional office.

But of course things can get worse 
— but let’s try to be optimistic about 
where Prizker will be leading the 
sinking ship that is Illinois.

And while it’s a good sign the 
new governor reached out to the 
Republican minority by showing up 
to a meeting, we must admit we’re 
holding our breath to see what tax 
plans Speaker of the House Michael 
Madigan has — and what’s the an-
swer to our state’s spiraling debt and 
pension crisis.

Gov. Pritzker wasn’t particularly 
forthcoming during the campaign 

with specifics of how to solve the 
mess this state has gotten itself into 
— thanks to the majority party of 
the Illinois General Assembly and 
past leadership.

We’re glad Pritzker worked to 
bring a breakfast program to schools 
— but what about funding public 
schools? Many rural Illinois schools 
are hanging on by their fingernails. 
And, to be truthful, many in down-
state Illinois are tired of seeing the 
big money heading to the Chicago 
Public Schools. 

Here’s what we suggest: Gov. Pritz-
ker come to Edgar County. We’ll 
be glad to host a forum at the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts. We want you to 

listen to the concerns of citizens of a 
rural community and county work-
ing hard to provide jobs and a good 
place to raise a family. We want you 
to listen to our concerns about not 
being able to pay our law enforce-
ment and teachers decent salaries or 
to be able to fix our historic court-
house or build a new county jail.

We know you’ve listened to the 
people north of Interstate 80, but 
why not take the time and listen to 
the people in East Central Illinois?

We can’t help but think about the 
late Sen. Harry “Babe” Woodyard 
and former Gov. Jim Edgar or former 
Gov. Jim Thompson who often 
reached across the aisle in the state 
capitol and made things happen 
— and who knew who we are and 
where we are located.

The door is always open here. 
We’ll even buy the coffee. 

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 
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Government 
ill-prepared 
for problems
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Now that 2019 has arrived we all can 
move on to a new chapter in a brand new 
year.

But it is clear to me our current gov-
ernment is frighteningly ill-equipped to 
deal with the dimensions of its problems 
caused 100 percent by Trump’s own chaot-
ic policies.

With inflation around the corner, mid-
dle-class Americans should not have to 
do more with less, until our government 
finally does more with less.

What causes inflation is wasteful excess 
government spending, like the ludicrous 
Wall Mexico was supposed to pay for. The 
Wall is more like the metaphorical one in 
“The Game of Thrones,” crumbling down 
all around us.

Threatening to declare a national emer-
gency over a boogeyman that doesn’t exist, 
shows this White House does not care for 
process, legality or optics on anything, 
nor does his base. He warns the shut down 
could last for months or years, and he’s 
prepared for it.

Well, no one else is. 
This let them eat cake attitude has hurt 

and will continue to hurt average, ordinary 
people. 

Imagine a CEO of a company saying I’m 
going to shut down the company if I don’t 
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get what I want. 
There is a disconnect 

as wide as the Mississip-
pi between Trump and 
the administration, and 
now with House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi at the helm 
for a historic second time, 

the whole world is about 
to change for Donald J. 
Trump. 

And here’s one way to 
insure shut-downs don’t 
happen again; pass a bill 
when government workers 
don’t get paid, then neither 
do the Congress or Senate.

Anita L. Griffin
Vermilion

prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019  |  7ANEWS

CONNECTING YOUR 
CORNER OF THE WORLD TO 
EVERY OTHER CORNER.

1.888.863.9928
newwavecom.com/bestdeal

Get the best online experience anywhere. 

100
40

Mbps

Up to

$
/mo.*

NO DEPOSIT. NO CONTRACT.
*for 3 months. $35 activation fee. Regular price $55/mo.

*Offer expires January 23, 2019. Rate good for 3 months. Call for more 
details. Some services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply.

ASK ABOUT
UNLIMITED DATA.

Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

We do have a drive through window for our customers 
to use especially during these cold snowy days!!!!  

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). 6164 AW18-1014

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Get help paying dental bills and 
keep more money in your pocket

Call for your FREE Information Kit
1-855-966-6272 

www.dental50plus.com/network

BABER
FROM PAGE 6A

appreciate the heart and 
cancer doctors working 
together to let people die 
of natural causes. So the 
conspiracy obviously has to 
funnel some of the profits 
to the shrinks to buy their 
silence.

Why have Edward 
Snowden, Wikileaks, the 
Russian mafia, the Chi-
nese military and Anony-
mous all failed to hack the 
conspirators’ computer 
network? (Pretty sure 
NSA would be part of the 
conspiracy.)  Why hasn’t 
one drunken conspirator 
spilled the beans to his 
girlfriend by boasting, just 
so he could talk her into 
having sex?  

The mind boggles at the 
odds of keeping such a large 
conspiracy together. You 
might as well try to keep 
it secret if an earthquake 
killed everyone in Califor-
nia and caused the state to 
sink to the bottom of the 
ocean.

Then let’s look at the 
last Nobel Prize winner 
for medicine.  I suppose 
it’s possible everything 
he has ever done is just a 
big hoax. Consider two 
theories.

First theory: the Nobel 
Prize winner is not nice at 
all. He smiles in our face, 
but he laughs behind our 
backs. He just makes this 
stuff up to give us enough 
hope to pay for an imagi-
nary medical miracle, and 
all his evil buddies go along 
with it, and they’re all 
getting paid to continue the 
hoax, and none of the mil-
lions or billions of people 
who have taken chemistry 
or other science courses 
are smart enough to catch 
on to the hoax. The Nobel 
laureate takes his criminal 
payoffs openly (on tele-
vision, no less) and calls 
his hush money a prize 
while secretly sneering at 
us. What a jerk. He makes 
Dr. Mengele look like a Boy 
Scout.

Second theory: The 
Nobel laureate is a com-
plete dummy. The bad guys 
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interpersonal skills held 
back Rauner’s immediate 
predecessor, Pat Quinn. 
Gov. Quinn wouldn’t have 
been cracking jokes last 
week about how his mi-
crophone wasn’t working 
at a Republican inaugural 
reception. He just wasn’t 
that sort of guy. And he 
most definitely didn’t have 
the natural ability to put 
a legislator at ease and do 
a deal.

Pritzker has yet to be 
tested, so we’ll see if he 
can be trusted to keep his 
word and offer as much 
respect to others as he 
expects for himself once 
he delves into the difficult 
process of governing a 
state with huge problems.

But it’s pretty obvious 
to anyone who’s spent 
time with him that Pritz-
ker most definitely has a 
warm personality, and that 
trait is charming the heck 
out of Springfield right 
now. And while he was a 
hit at last week’s Repub-
lican reception, that was 
nothing compared to how 
crowds reacted to him at 
the Democratic parties.

Building personal 
relationships is an integral 

are just feeding junk to this 
stupid clot, and making him 
think he’s a big shot and 
really smart, and giving him 
lots of their filthy lucre to 
lull him and his dimwitted 
friends into complacency, 
while all the secret agents 
(a/k/a lab assistants) just 
invent his data and feed 
him his conclusions, and 
write fake-news articles 
about how he’s the cat’s 
meow of science. What a 
moron.

Of course, if there’s a 
cure, then there’s an inven-
tor of the cure.  

I suppose it is possible 
the inventor just stumbled 
onto the cure, but it seems 
more probable that he or 
she looked for the cure 
and developed it. If the 
inventor’s motives were 
good, or he just wanted 
to make a profit, either 
way, someone needs to kill 
him and all his associates 
right now. Otherwise, the 
medical industrial complex 
would lose its vast profits, 
and they are going to need 
some kind of murderous 
police thugs to keep tabs on 
any other would be squeal-
ers. (NSA again? Maybe I’m 
beginning to believe in this 
conspiracy after all.)  

Bodies are bound to start 
piling up everywhere, and 

I don’t mean bodies of can-
cer patients. So, if the con-
spirators are going to have a 
cover up, they’re obviously 
going to have to corrupt the 
FBI and every local police 
force in the U.S.A. – and 
the rest of the world – to 
sweep a lot of murder inves-
tigations under the rug.  
Maybe Blue Lives Matter 
is just a front group for the 
medical mafia.

But if the conspirators 
are so darn smart, why 
is there a cure at all? Co-
ca-Cola and KFC have their 
secret formulas locked in 
vaults so they can keep 
making their poisonous 
food and selling it at 
obscene prices. But why 
lock the cure for cancer in a 
vault?  Just burn it.

The next time someone 
says the unknown they have 
a cure for cancer, try to act 
naturally. 

Don’t look around. Don’t 
turn around. Just polite-
ly say, “They had a cure 
for cancer. It no longer 
exists. And, please, if you 
don’t stop yapping out 
loud, we’re both gonna be 
dead men.”

(Bruce Baber is a Paris 
attorney who enjoys taking 
the occasional poke at absur-
dity. Email him at baber@
midwestfirst.com)

part of governing, and the 
dude has that down pat so far. 
Rauner would do things like 
call you on your birthday, but 
his words were always stilted 
and seemingly scripted. He 
had legislators over to the 
mansion during his first 
spring session, but, again, the 
conversations just weren’t 
natural, and many departed 
with the impression that he 
was, um, less than genuine.

Quinn spent most session 
nights deliberately holed up 
in the governor’s mansion 
with his staff. Both men just 
didn’t appear to be comfort-
able in their own skin. 
I have no idea if finally 
having a governor with a real 
personality will make a huge 
difference when it comes to 

solving this state’s extremely 
serious problems. 

Eventually, of course, 
Pritzker is going to have to 
do things that people are not 
going to love and we’ll just 
have to wait and see how that 
all turns out.

Pritzker has an oppor-
tunity here that has been 
afforded few of his prede-
cessors. But this also means 
that expectations are sky 
high. And the higher the 
expectations, the greater the 
disappointment if and/or 
when they aren’t met.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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KANSAS – John Hasten 
will once again lead Kansas 
Community School District 3.

Following a closed session at 
the regular school board meet-
ing Wednesday, Jan. 16, board 
members voted to re-employ 
Hasten as the interim super-
intendent for the 2019-2020 
school year.

Principle Cindy Spencer 
reported faculty members are 
looking into different options 
for offering additional classes 
for grades 7 through 12.

“They found some classes 
they would like to add,” said 

Spencer. “I will meet with 
Dean of students Casey Harley 
to discuss the matter, which 
may require the purchase of 
textbooks.”

Spencer also reported the 
Illinois 5Essentials Survey is 
underway for students, facul-
ty and parents. She described 
the questionnaire as a climate 
question survey that provides 
important feedback to the 
school.

During the superinten-
dent’s report, Hasten noted the 
school will closely monitor the 
weather because of forecasted 
snow. 

“Our biggest worry is the 

Hasten retained as Unit 3 
interim superintendent

snow in the next few days,” 
he told the board.

He also reported the 
computer program used by 
school administrative assis-
tant Ann Motley will no lon-
ger be supported after the 
2020 school year. Replacing 
the program will incur an ex-
pense to the school district.

The roof at Kansas Treat-
ment and Learning Center 
on Catherine Street still 
needs replaced, Hasten said.

The board approved 
Lunsford Architects and 
Engineers to let bids for the 
work needed on the lower 
section of the roof.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, IND. 
– Beginning today, Jan. 19 
through Feb. 28, the Terre 
Haute Children’s Museum is 
offering free admission to all 
federal employees who are 
furloughed or forced to work 
without pay due to the gov-
ernment shutdown. 

Any federal worker affect-
ed by this situation may visit 
the museum and receive ad-
mission to the facility and the 
new Ropes Challenge Course 

for two adults, who share a 
household, and all the children 
under the age of 18 living in 
that household. They will need 
to present a valid federal ID at 
the admissions desk to receive 
admission.   

“We know this is a tough 
time for many families in our 
community,” said museum ex-
ecutive director Susan Tuner. 
“This is our way of providing 
some relief, and fun, for our 
neighbors.” 

The Terre Haute Chil-
dren’s Museum is open 10 

a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday, 10 a.m-8 p.m. Fri-
day, 10 a.m-5 p.m. Saturday 
and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. The 
Ropes Challenge Course is 
open 10:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Friday, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Saturday and 12:30-3:30 p.m. 
Sunday. 

The museum is typically 
closed on Mondays, but will 
be open on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and the Ropes Challenge 
Course is open 10:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.  

Free admission for federal employees   

SPILL
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

City workers and Paris firefighters are at work late afternoon 
Wednesday, Jan. 19, to block water in a small stream at 1000th 
North. Farther south the water was contaminated with a yellow 
spill, which had not reached this point. The plan was for the 
sand to hold back the yellow discoloration while also letting wa-
ter filter through. The stream eventually feeds into Twin Lakes 
and officials had worries about a possible fish kill.

Wednesday proved too much 
and part of the sand washed 
out, allowing some unobstruct-
ed flow of the water again.

Thursday morning IDOT 
joined city workers in building 
another obstruction just past 
the settling pond on Cherry 
Point Road.

“They are ahead of it. They 
are putting down rock to stop 
it,” Gates said about the second 
attempt.

While the source of the con-
tamination was unknown as 
city employees were making 
the first effort to contain it, the 
problem was eventually traced 
back to IDOT.

Dave Speicher, operations 
manager at the Paris IDOT 
facility, said employees were 
cleaning items, including paint-
ing equipment, prior to putting 
it into winter storage. 

“The water ended up in a 
drain it wasn’t supposed to,” 
said Speicher, adding approx-
imately 15 gallons of the wa-
ter-based yellow road paint 
made its way into the creek.

Speicher said the first indi-
cation there was a problem was 
when he got a call from Gates 
inquiring if IDOT might be a 
source of the contamination. 
He added the equipment clean-
ing was finished before Gates 
called.

“Everybody is trying to fig-
ure out what response is need-
ed,” Speicher said Thursday 

morning. “It is our intention to 
respond as aggressively as we 
can.”

He added IDOT’s environ-
mental people were conferring 
with the EPA staff and the im-
mediate goal Thursday was 
containment and then looking 
at remediation.

“It is really diluted with all of 
the rain,” said Speicher.

CARGILL MAKES $18,000 DONATION TO UNITED WAY

Special to The Prairie Press

Cargill made an $18,000 donation to the United Way on Dec. 10, 2018, as part of the company’s annual giving campaign. Cargill’s donation consists of contributions by Paris facility employees, retir-
ees and area growers, which are then matched by Cargill corporate. Pictured left to right are: Tim Tuttle, Zach Spaugh, Chad Stevens, Jeremy Royer, Bob Bridwell accepting the donation on behalf of 
United Way, Bryan York, Josh Karkalik, Darla Willoughby and Shirley Stolz.

failed to produce any coaches 
willing to drive.

Board member Karen Web-
ster asked about letting a par-
ent of a player drive the team 
for a stipend. Schluter said her 
understanding is the regula-
tions require drivers to have an 
employee/employer relation-
ship with the district.

“It’s a day-by-day thing get-
ting drivers,” she said.

Junior high and high school 
principal Cole Huber dis-

cussed ongoing efforts to rem-
edy a low score by the junior 
high school on assessment 
tests used by the ISBE to calcu-
late the Illinois School Report 
Card. 

The high school and ele-
mentary received commend-
able status on the review, but 
the junior high school was 
ranked in the lowest perform-
ing category.

A series of mandated actions 
were taken, including a par-
ents forum to create a needs 
assessment. Huber said with 
information evaluated from 

CHRISMAN
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enrolled in the high school 
APEX program.

“Some of these kids feel like 
they’ve hit the lottery,” the su-
perintendent said. “It’s amaz-
ing how quiet it is and how 
focused the students are.”

The program launched Jan. 
7 when Paris 95 and Crest-
wood students returned to 
school following winter break. 
PCHS board of directors pres-
ident Steve Eitel when asked 
for a breakdown of students 
between the two districts said, 
“what district they are from is 
not important. They are Paris 
students.”

Hollis sat down with every 
student on their first day in the 
program and discussed how 
many credits they have accu-
mulated toward the 16 credits 
required for the high school 
diploma. 

“Many of them have a plan,” 
Hollis said during an after-
noon class this week. “Some 
want to enter a vocational pro-
gram or plan to attend com-
munity college. For these kids, 
that’s a huge step.”

Hollis, Larson said, “is the 
right man doing the right job” 
for the program. 

Most of the students cur-

rently enrolled were trans-
ferred to the new program 
from the PHS APEX program. 

Others said they were 
contacted by interim PHS 
co-principal Carol Jones, 
who explained the opportu-
nity.

For Gavin Henke, 16, the 
alternative program has given 
him hope to fulfill his dream 
of becoming a music teacher. 
Although active in both cho-
rus and band where he can 
play five instruments, music 
was not enough to keep him 
in traditional classrooms. 

“I didn’t like it and I have 

CLASS
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social anxiety around big 
groups,” he said. “I fell pretty 
far behind after my freshman 
year.”

The new program allows 
Henke to work at his own 
pace, “and get things done 
faster.” On an afternoon this 
week, he was working through 
a world history course on the 
computer. “I really like histo-
ry,” he said. “I enjoy working 
on the computer.”

Henke lives with his moth-
er and is looking forward to 
completing his credits so he 
can pursue his music dream.

Hailey Schaefer, 17, is 3.5 

credits away from earning 
her high school diploma. “I 
should have it completed in 
April,” she said.

Schaefer sfell behind in  
school during her sophomore 
year after her grandfather, 
Keith Bennett, died. “I was 
so depressed,” she recalled. “I 
didn’t go to school.”

Once she completes her 
credit work, Schaefer is plan-
ning to study or work in 
child or elderly care. She has 
an interview set up by Jayne 
Brown, who works with stu-
dents seeking employment, at 
Brookstone as a dietary aid. 

While Schaefer admits she 
does miss the social aspect 
of attending high school, “I 
like this program. Mr. Hollis 
is very helpful and encourag-
ing,” she said.

Erynn Johnson, 17, fell be-
hind after his freshman year 
at PHS. “I just didn’t like the 
classes. They were boring,” he 
said. Johnson also noted he 
was the object of derision by 
other students.

Johnson lives with his 
mother and her boyfriend, 
but is responsible for taking 
care of the house, laundry and 
cooking. He hopes to even-
tually attend culinary school 
and either work in a restaurant 
kitchen or own a restaurant — 
perhaps an Asian fusion estab-
lishment.

“I’m taking one step at a 
time,” he said.

Ben Boddy, 17, will become 
a father later this year. He has 
attended the new program 
two days and believes he’s 
found a fit for his education. 
Boddy lives with a friend’s par-
ents and not with his family. 

“I wouldn’t be here if it 
weren’t for Mrs. Jones who 
kept calling me,” he said. He 
hopes to eventually enroll 
in a welding apprentice pro-
gram. “I took welding when 
I went to school and really 

think it’s what I want to do,” 
he said. “I can’t do it without 
a diploma.”

Hollis admitted he was hes-
itant to take the job in the new 
program when first offered, 
“because I thought they were 
behavioral problems. They 
aren’t. These are just kids who 
traditional school wasn’t the 
right fit. I’m enjoying it. The 
kids appreciate the opportu-
nity.”

The students take regular 
breaks and the refrigerator in 
the kitchen is filled with food. 
“Some of our students are 
food insecure,” Larson said. 
“They can go to the refriger-
ator anytime and get a drink 
and food. No one is going to 
question them about it.” 

The students also regularly 
see a school counselor. Schae-
fer said she has been moti-
vated in the program by PHS 
counselor Staci Skelton.

Mayo Middle School coun-
selor Dan Gates, who was vis-
iting during an afternoon this 
week to meet with a seventh 
grader in the program, said 
it’s important for everyone to 
realize, “one size doesn’t fit all 
when it comes to school.”

“Not everyone excels in a 
classroom setting,” Gates em-
phasized. “This is what these 
students need.”

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Taking a break from an afternoon of work to recover graduation credits are, from left, Alternative 
Learning Center supervisor Josh Hollis and students Ben Boddy, Gavin Henke, Hailey Schaefer, 
Erynn Johnson and Tyler Sexton. The program began Jan. 7.

the needs assessment it is time 
to do another parents forum 
to develop an implementation 
plan.

The upcoming high school 
musical production of “Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” will be looking 
beyond high school students 
for casting. 

“We will have elementary 
students this year as part of 
the chorus,” said Huber, who 
directs the musical. “I’m really 
excited about getting the little 
guys up here and getting them 
started.”

PARIS
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Bob Boyer. “The court is not 
giving stiff enough fines to 
put some teeth into it.”

Kash countered large fines 
don’t hold much sway, either.

“The problem with stiff 
fines is these people don’t 
have the money to pay them,” 
said Kash.

Smith added some people 
simply do not have pride or 
care about maintaining their 
property, but it is not a crim-
inal activity to let a property 
deteriorate.

“We can’t put people in 
jail for living in squalor,” said 
Smith.

Officials insisted the city 
does take action but it is a 
slow and expensive process 
the rest of the city taxpayers 
must bear to get rid of der-
elict buildings. Later in the 
meeting, the council awarded 
a $7,500 contract to Bell & 
Bell to demolish 501 Doug-
las and a $6,200 contract to 
Gopher Excavating for razing 
1408 Ten Broeck.

Boyer said it took approx-
imately eight months to se-
cure the legal right to demol-
ish one of the properties and 
significantly longer for the 
other because the owner lives 
in Texas and refused to com-
municate with the city.

Smith pointed to the ex-
pense of bringing down just 
two buildings, which limits 
what the city can do in a giv-

en period.
“The city then ends up 

with a lot that’s worth less 
than what we have in it,” said 
Smith.

Boyer added the city also 
has the expense of keep-
ing these lots mowed and 
maintained after acquiring 
the property for demolition. 
Paris, he said, is accumulat-
ing several empty lots as a 
result.

Dagley also asked the city 
to create a commission that 
protects the architecture of 
downtown buildings mod-
eled after a system used by 
the City of Marshall to ap-
prove exterior work. He said 
Marshall has an authorized 
palette of acceptable colors 
building owners must use 
for exterior painting, and the 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

New Paris police officer Brice Cannon, left, takes the oath of 
office from Mayor Craig Smith, right, during a swearing-in 
ceremony at the Monday, Jan. 14, city council meeting.

commission approves how 
owners want to paint the 
outside.

“We shouldn’t have this 
hodge-podge of bright col-
ors,” said Dagley. “That’s an 
eyesore.”

Smith liked the idea and 
said it is one worth explor-
ing. 

In a business matter, 
the council approved us-
ing downtown TIF funds 
to help Rick and Stac-
ey Wilken open the 120 
Coffee Company on the 
south side of the square. 
The Wilkens will receive a 
$10,000 grant and a $3,000 
loan from the TIF money.

“These folks are taking a 
chance on Paris, and we are 
taking a chance on them,” 
said Smith.
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Who is 
Sean
McVay?

Whether it is schemes, 
coaching, nutrition, scout-
ing, you name it, the NFL 

will copy 
any mod-
icum of 
success 
another 
team has 
used and 
won’t 
think 
twice 
about it. 
Newly 

appointed Zac Taylor of 
the Bengals and Matt La-
Fleur of the Packers have 
one thing in common in 
that at one point they had 
worked with Los Angeles 
Rams wunderkind coach 
Sean McVay.

These copycat hires are 
coming on the heels of last 
season’s splash hires of of-
fensive-minded coaches to 
work specifically with new 
or young QB’s as Doug 
Pedersen of the Eagles and 
Frank Reich of the Colts 
have proven apt to do, 
winning playoff games this 
year and a Super Bowl last 
year for Pedersen. 

Teams have very 
recently figured out that 
certain concepts from 
colleges aren’t gimmicks, 
but actually work on the 
NFL level, as the Chiefs, 
Eagles, Rams and anyone 
else from Andy Reid’s 
coaching tree have proven. 
Due to this, offense has 
become the name of the 
game and NFL owners are 
getting antsy trying to find 
the next Sean McVay and, 
to a lesser extent, the next 
Matt Nagy.

Coaching trees sprout 
all over the NFL and, 
amazingly in the Internet 
age, we are even quicker to 
forget the likes of the late 
1980’s 49ers that provided 
Mike Shanahan and Mike 
Holmgren. Holmgren 
went to the Packers and 
had future head coaches 
Steve Maricucci, Jon 
Gruden, and of course, 
Andy Reid on staff. Those 
coaching trees were a little 
different in that those 
teams had playoff success. 
These new hires don’t have 
a quarter of the gravitas 
on their resume that those 
guys did over two decades 
ago. 

Hiring youth isn’t a 
negative by any means. 
Matt Nagy just won Coach 
of the Year for improving 
the Bears team culture all 
while installing a massive 
playbook that took their 
offense from the dark ages 
to at least league average 
overall. McVay and his of-
fense have taken the league 
by storm, running almost 
exclusively three receiver 
sets while having the elite 
talent of Todd Gurley in 
the backfield surely helps 
distract the defense some. 

The success of these 
two coaches goes without 
saying, but the tree from 
which owners are plucking 
from and the desperation 
and impatience is mind 
boggling. Matt LaFleur 
and Zac Taylor have two 
seasons combined as 
offensive coordinators in 
college or the NFL. Heck, 
former college quarter-
back and spread offense 
guru Kliff Kingsbury has 

See DUNDAS, Page 11A
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Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

Tigers fall to Green Wave
 BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com 

The Paris Tigers had a visit 
from their former Apollo Con-
ference foe the Mattoon Green 
Wave Tuesday evening, falling 
to their visitors 74-46. 

On the night, Coltin 
Landrum and Mason Hutch-
ings played heavy minutes on 
the wing, as did Logan Rhoads 
and Jude Sullivan, as Paris tried 
to match Mattoon’s length and 
athleticism. 

 Paris took advantage of 
Mattoon going cold from be-
yond the arc in the opening 
quarter, while taking care of 
the basketball as well. The 
Tigers worked through Mat-
toon’s zone defense,  capping 
it off with a Colton Landrum 
three pointer as they went up 
8-2 with 5 minutes left. Mat-
thew Brouwer had to sit with 
foul trouble towards the end 
of the quarter, as a Landrum 
steal and a Logan Rhoads three 
point play put Paris up 15-12. 

Mattoon immediately tied 
it with a three-pointer to open 
the second, but then got five 
straight points from Mason 
Hutchings with a jump shot 

and free throws. Mattoon got 
back-to-back baskets from 
their 6’6” freshman center, go-
ing up 21-20 halfway through 
the second. After a Paris time-
out, the Green Wave went on a 
10-0 run as Paris stagnated on 

offense towards the end of the 
half. The Tigers trailed by eight 
points at the halftime break. 

“We did a better job re-
bounding early on, and beat 
their press a few times to really 
help us get out to a good lead in 

the first quarter.” noted Coach 
Shawn Nugent. 

The Green wave started 
to pull away to open the half 
as Mattoon began to knock 
down three-pointers and 
got a three point foul play, 

stretching their lead to 42-27 
by the 4:40 mark. Paris had a 
small burst of offense, getting 
a resounding dunk from Mat-
thew Brouwer and a strong 
three-point play from Coltin 
Landrum. Paris had Mattoon 
within 10 at 44-34, with 2:20 
left in the third quarter until 
the Green Wave went off for 
three straight three-pointers 
within a minute, ending the 
quarter up 58-38. 

Mattoon managed several 
more drives to the baskets for 
easy conversions in the fourth 
and then pulled most of their 
starters with five minutes left 
and a running clock intact. The 
Paris bench got a three-point 
play from Bryce Gladding and 
a three-pointer from JT John-
son on offense as the game 
expired. 

“Bryce Gladding had a great 
game off the bench with ten 
rebounds and several hustle 
plays, especially with Matthew 
in foul trouble.” Nugent said. 

Colton Landrum led the 
Tigers with 13 points, Hutch-
ings had 9 points and Brouw-
er and Rhoads each scored 8 
points. 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Matthew Brouwer (23) fires up the Paris crowd with a slam dunk during the second half of the varsi-
ty Tigers game against Mattoon on Tuesday, January 15.

TCT 
ready for 
ALAH

BACK TO BACK LIC CHAMPIONS

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Lady Tigers captured their second consecutive Little Illini Conference tourney title Thursday with a tough victory 
over Olney. Team members, front row, from left, are Jenna Gates, Emilee Roush, Brooklyn Westerfield, Karrington Krabel, Kelsey 
Crampton and Katelyn Littleton. Second row, from left, assistant Dan Gates, Madyson Rigdon, Kylie Arnett, Emma Henderson, 
Chloe Noel, Jaiden McClaskey, Sarah Isaf, Coach Dave Tingley and assistant Missy Tingley.

Paris makes it two in a row

BY DAN DUNDAS AND JEFF CHAMBERS 
prairiepresssports@gmail.com 

NEWTON — The Paris versus 
Olney rivalry was at it again Thursday 
night, as the two biggest schools in 
the LIC went on in a back and forth 
contest that saw Paris pull out a 54-51 
come from behind victory over Olney, 
much to the delight of the Paris road 
crowd. 

Paris got their usual offensive con-
tributions, along with the added bonus 
of solid rebounding, in the opening 
quarter. Madyson Rigdon opened the 
game with a three point play, while Jen-
na Gates and Karrington Krabel com-
pleted several drives to the hoop, and 
Brooklyn Westerfield put back an of-
fensive rebound to put Paris up 13-12. 

Paris was able to extend their lead 
as Olney kept firing away at the three-
point line to no avail. Katelynn Lit-
tleton, Gates, and Krabel all buried 
three-pointers in the opening minutes 
of the second quarter, going up 23-15, 
before Olney responded with one of 
their own with 5 minutes on the clock. 

Lady Tigers best Olney in 
come-from-behind victory 
to take Little Illini title 

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris junior Karrington Krabel puts in 2 of her 17 points to lead the Lady Tigers to 
their second consecutive LIC tourney title. Paris defeated Olney for the second 
time this season, 54-51.See LADY TIGERS, Page 10A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com 

MARTINSVILLE — 
The LOVC Southeast 
Division Girls Basketball 
Tournament title and a 
spot in the overall confer-
ence tournament champi-
onship game were on the 
line Thursday night, Jan. 
17,  in Martinsville as the 
Tri-County Titans took on 
the Villa Grove/Heritage 
Blue Devils. 

These two teams have 
been the class of the di-
vision with a combined 
33 wins between them. 
Each team has played well  
throughout the season 
against tough competi-
tion.

On paper, it looked like 
the contest would be a 
showdown throughout but 
the Titans put an end to 
that theory emphatically.

Tri-County put on an 
all-around clinic jumping 
out to a 22-12 first quar-
ter lead before putting the 
game away with a domi-
nating 27-4 second quar-
ter. 

The Blue Devils could 
never recover. 

Kiersten Price-Wilson 
led the Titans with 20 
points while Tayler Barry 
added 17 points.  Harley 
Barry finished with 15 
points, nine assists and 
eight steals and Bella Dud-
ley had 17 points off the 
bench.

Kyleigh Block led the 
Blue Devils with 19 points 
in the loss.

The Titans (19-4, 1-0 
LOVC Southeast) will 
face the ALAH Knights in 
the overall championship 
game in Arthur. 

The girls LOVC overall 
tournament champion-
ship game will be played 
on Wednesday in Arthur.  
The boys will face Martins-
ville in the first round of 
the divisional tournament 
in Greenup on Monday at 
7:30.
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EXTRA COST WHEN YOU SWITCH TO DIRECTV.GET 2018 NFL SUNDAY TICKET INCLUDED AT NO 

EXTRA COST WHEN YOU SWITCH TO DIRECTV.

CHOICE™

Plus taxes and Regional 
Sports fee. For 12 months w/ 
24-mo. TV agmt. Autopay & 
paperless bill req’d.

$105/mo. in months 13-24 (subject to change). Regional Sports 
fee up to $7.49/mo. is extra and applies.**

Includes:
■  Over 185 Channels
■  Monthly fees for HD DVR

ALL OFFERS REQUIRE 24-MO. AGREEMENT. **$35 ACTIVATION FEE, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT, EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All-Included Pkg &  is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount for 12 mos. 
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All-Included Package

†Only available in HD. ^With NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX.

Choose any live game you want to watch on Sunday, all in HD.
Only DIRECTV lets you watch every Sunday NFL game live, from start 

to �nish – no matter where you live. (Out-of-market games only. Select int’l games excluded.)

MO.
DIRECTV FANTASY ZONE® CHANNEL†^

This exclusive channel lets you watch your favorite fantasy 
players live from game to game with real-time analysis from 
our fantasy experts.

WATCH up to 8 GAMES AT ONCE OR 
PICK ONE†

Game Mix Channel lets you watch up to 4 or 8 games live 
on one screen.

■

■

WATCH LIVE GAMES
WHEREVER YOU GO
Stream every live out-of-market game, every 
Sunday afternoon, from virtually anywhere 
with a tablet, device or computer.

RED ZONE CHANNEL®†^

Never miss a play inside the 20, all on one 
channel, all in HD.

■

■
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1-855-630-3734

Moving to Indiana?
Give me a call today!
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5660 S. Robinson Place•West Terre Haute

$229,900

•4 Bedroom 
•1.9 AC  
•2 Car 

•Garage with 
work shop

www.5660RobinsonPL.com

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

Olney started attacking the 
offensive glass, getting sec-
ond chance points down the 
stretch and leaving the game 
tied at 27. 

“Those lack of rebounds 
really hurt us in the second 
quarter, and it’s a credit to 
their coach, who kept rotating 
his players so we couldn’t get 
a body on them,” Paris Coach 
David Tingley said. 

Olney found themselves at 
the free throw line more often 
than not during the game, and 
took advantage of it to help 
build their lead in the third 
quarter. Meanwhile, Paris 
struggled shooting in a scor-
ing draught that was finally 
stopped by Gates on a drive 
midway through the quar-
ter. Olney responded with 
a three-pointer off the glass, 
making it 37-29, and forcing a 
Paris timeout with 3:25 left in 
the third period.  

Down 29-39, Jenna Gates 
nailed a three-pointer and 
Krabel dropped in several free 
throws and a layup to finish 
the quarter on a 7-0 run. 

“Going into the fourth, we 
played with a different men-
tality than if we would have 
been down ten or more, and 
then you start pressing. We 
we’re calm and got ourselves 
back into the game.” Tingley 
said. 

Olmey suffered a shooting 
drought of their own through 
the star tof the fourth quarter 
and Paris took advantage. 

Brooklyn Westerfield made 
a basket to get Paris back on 
top 42-41 with 4:20 left in 
regulation. Amidst some turn-
overs and missed shots on 
both ends, Krabel managed 
two layups to put Paris up 46-
43 with under a minute left. 

Olney began fouling Jenna 
Gates, who calmly nailed all 
of her free throws down the 
stretch. Olney cut it to 49-46 
with a three-pointer at the :36 
mark, and, after another bas-
ket, Paris’ Madyson Rigdon 
nailed two free throws of her 
own adding to a 52-48 lead 
with 23 seconds remaining. 
After a jump ball, Olney would 
heave up a long three that 
somehow found the bottom 
of the net with :05 remaining. 
They fouled Gates again, who 
then dropped in her fifth and 
sixth free throws. Olney went 
for a half court heave before 
the buzzer for the tie, which 
hit the front of the rim, sealing 
the Paris victory. 

“Some girls asked about 
the LIC Trophy from last year 
and if any team has ever won 
it back to back. Now we did, 
and we get to take this trophy 
home with us.” Tingley said. 

Krabel and Gates paced 
Paris with 18 and 17 points 
respectively. 

Just two nights before, the 
Lady Tigers had earned the 
right to play in the champion-
ship game with a 56-27 win 
over the Flora Lady Wolves.

The Lady Tigers jumped 

out to a 20-6 lead at the first 
horn, but struggled to score in 
the middle two quarters. Paris 
scored a total of 12 points in 
the second and third period 
combined, while Flora scored 
just 14 points of their own 
through the same stretch. Par-
is pulled away in the fourth 
quarter with a 24-7 outburst 
to put the game out of reach.

Karrington Krabel nearly 
notched a triple-double as 
she scored 20 points, grabbed 
nine rebounds, and had 10 
steals. Madyson Rigdon 
knocked down three shots 
from beyond the arc on her 
way to 11 points on the night. 
Katelyn Littleton added eight 
points, Brooklyn Westerfield 
had five points, Jenna Gates 
and Kelsie Crampton had 
four points apiece and Ky-
lie Arnett added two points. 
Gates was also responsible for 
10 assists in the game. 

On Monday night, Jan. 14,  
the Lady Tigers were ready 
to begin their title defense 
against Robinson in a 63-19 
win. 

The Lady Tigers grabbed a 
20-3 lead at the end of the first 
quarter, and held a 34-10 ad-
vantage at the half. Paris out-
scored Robinson in the third 
period 27-7 to invoke the 
running clock in the fourth 
quarter. 

Karrington Krabel led the 
way for Paris with 20 points, 
11 rebounds, five assists, and 
six steals in just three quarters 
of play. Katelyn Littleton had 
14 points while Madyson Rig-
don added 11 points and four 
steals. Jenna Gates added sev-
en points, six assists, and four 
steals in her three quarters of 
play. Kelsey Crampton had 
five points and five rebounds, 
Brooklyn Westerfield add-
ed four points and Jayden 
McClaskey contributed two 
points to the winning cause. 

LADY TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Smith clicking at the next level
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The saying that big things 
come in small packages is 
applicable to many aspects in 
life. 

The town of Hume is home 
to just 351 people and one 
of the smallest towns in the 
state of Illinois. According 
to the NCAA, the odds of a 
high school senior having the 
opportunity to play women’s 
basketball at the collegiate 
level is just three percent — 
with 16,000 athletes in the 
nation. 

Despite these overwhelm-
ing odds, Shayne Smith, a 
Hume native and graduate 
of Shiloh High School who 
played for the Tri-County Ti-
tans, has managed to do just 
that, earning herself a spot in 
the women’s basketball line-
up for Monmouth College in 
Monmouth.

Smith, who is currently in 
her second season with the 
Fighting Scots, has devel-
oped into a key figure for the 
team and one of the leaders 
through multiple categories. 
She is currently averaging 
17.6 points per game with a 
field goal percentage of .495 
from the field and .360 from 
behind the three-point line. 

The sophomore is also av-
eraging four rebounds, 2.4 as-
sists and 1.4 steals per game.

Smith recently scored 36 
points in a matchup with 
Lawrence University — just 
one-point shy of the sin-
gle-game scoring record for 
Monmouth. 

“I have really worked hard 
to be where I am and the play-
er that I am today,” Smith said. 
“I have made great friends 
here at Monmouth and there 
isn’t anywhere else I could see 
myself playing.” 

Once one of the leaders on 
the court for the Tri-County 
Titans girls team, the college 
sophomore gives a lot of cred-
it to the people around her for 
her success on the court.

“There is no way that I 
could do any of the things 
that I have recently without so 

many other people in my life,” 
Smith said. “My teammates 
have been so important to me 
and my coaches have always 
believed that I could be suc-
cessful in basketball.”

Smith is a lifelong fan of 
the University of Illinois — 
along with her parents — and 
has attended Illini basketball 
games since she was a little 
girl. It was at these games that 
she developed her love for 
basketball and her dream of 
playing the sport at the colle-
giate level. 

“I remember telling my 
Dad growing up that I want-
ed to play college basketball, 
that’s all I wanted to do,” 
Smith said. “My parents have 
always helped to push me and 

they have believed in me ev-
ery step of the way.”

Playing sports at the next 
level does not come without 
its challenges — as Smith-
quickly discovered. She en-
countered trials with moving 
three hours away from home, 
the speed of the game and ad-
justing to life in college. 

“It took a lot of getting used 
to for me to adjust to a lot of 
things,” Smith said. “It was 
hard being that far away from 
home and the athletes at this 
level are so much bigger, fast-
er and stronger then everyone 
in high school. I just had to 
take everything one step at a 
time each day.” 

Despite being on a bigger 
stage at Monmouth, Smith 
still fondly recounts her mem-
ories from Hume, Tri-County 
and Shiloh High School. 

“Hume is small and quiet 
and I made so many friends 
at Shiloh,” Smith said. “I did 
everything from riding bikes 
and playing outside as a kid to 
earning my first regional win 
at Tri-County my senior year. 
The friendships and people 
there are things that I will not 
forget.”

Smith is currently studying 
exercise science and plans on 
graduating with her bachelor 
degree. After graduation, she in-
tends to attend graduate school 
to study physical therapy. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Shayne Smith is making a name for herself playing for the 
Monmouth Fighting Scots in the Midwest Conference. Smith is 
averaging more than 17 points a game and was recently selected 
as the conference player of the week.

Panthers still rule in Junior League
BY CINDY WILSON 
tcwilson81@frontier.com

The Panthers continued to 
dominate play in the Paris Ju-
nior League Sunday, Jan. 13, 
in Eveland Gym.

PANTHERS 52, CARDINALS 10
In the first game of the af-

ternoon, the Panthers easily 
chalked up another win. 

The Cardinals struggled 
with scoring as at the end of 
the first quarter the Panthers 
were leading 9-2. 

Like many other games, 
the Panthers exploded in the 
second quarter and found 
themselves with a 23-6 lead at 
the half. 

They added another 17 
points in the third quarter 
while the Cardinals only 
managed a free throw and a 
basket. The Panthers contin-
ued hitting their shots and at 
the buzzer walked away with 

a 52 – 10 win.
Drew Rogers led the Pan-

thers with 14 points. Fol-
lowing in his brother’s shoes 
was Dawson Rogers with 8 
points. Jackson Rigdon and 
Karic Mason each had 6 
points each. Finishing with 4 
points each was Luke Mason, 
Landon Nugent and Sean 
Dunn. Finishing up the scor-
ing with 2 points each was 
Kipton Bradford, Caiden Vice 
and Dylan Blair. 

Emma Sanders and Carter 
Eastham led the Cardinals 
with 3 points each. Chance 
Chaney and Bella Moreschi 
finished with 2 points each.

COLTS 40, HAWKS 23
The Colts got off to a slow 

start in the second game 
but, due to a strong second 
half, ended up defeating the 
Hawks. The Hawks led aftwr 
the first quarter 3 -1. The sec-
ond quarter of play was strong 
for both teams and the Hawks 
went into the half leading 
21–15. 

It was the second half when 
the Colts got their play to-
gether and added 11 points to 
the board while holding the 
Hawks to a single free throw. 
Going into the fourth quar-
ter leading 26-22, the Colts 
continued to be dominant on 
the court and at the buzzer 
chalked up another win.

Leading the Colts was 
Drake Thompson with 8 
points. Hailey Yantis and 
Braylen Mills added another 
6 points each. Mason Byrnes, 
Dylan Flores and Colton 
Cornwell each had 5 points. 
Owen Jones had 3 and Gaige 
Burks finished with 2points. 

Madox Hutchings led thr 
Hawks with 18 points. He 
was 12 of 16 from the free 
throw line. Dominic Asbury 
had 3 points and Emma Krae-
mer ended with 2 points.

EAGLES 48, LIONS 29
The Eagles were on fire 

in the third game and easily 
snatched a win from the Li-
ons. 

The first quarter of play was 
pretty evenly matched and the 
Eagles took a 7-3 lead. It was 
during the second quarter the 
Eagles came out of their shell 
and quickly added 26 points 
to the board while holding 
their opponents to 4 points. 

After possessing a 33-7 lead 
at halftime, the Eagles added to 
their lead with 9 points while 
the Lions scored 6 points. The 
Lions got their momentum go-
ing during the fourth quarter 
but it was too little too late and 
found themselves losing 48-29 
to the Eagles.

Carson Throneburg had his 
Wheaties that day as he fin-
ished with 16 points. Zavier 
Quinn scored 6 points on the 
afternoon. Sophie Hender-
son, Murray Smith, Karson 
Kollman, Landon Gerberd-
ing, Nicholas Doughan and 
Hunter Quinn all scored 4 
points each.

Eli Brinkerhoff led the Li-
ons with 13 points. John Hee-
lan had 3 baskets and a pair of 

See JUNIOR, Page 11A
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Nobody covers Edgar County sports 
better than The Prairie Press. 

Nobody.

101 N. Central Paris, Illinois
217-921-3216

NFL experience and 
jumped on board with the 
Cardinals. 

A good example and 
more logical way of trying 
to peg the next young big 
thing on the offensive side 
of the ball, not whether 
someone is Facebook 
friends with Sean McVay, 
is to look at their accom-
plishments. The test case 
would be Kyle Shanahan, 
son of former Broncos 
coach Mike Shanahan, and 
current 49ers coach at the 
tender age of 38. 

Shanahan’s two high-
lights would be helping 
former NFL QB Robert 
Griffin in 2012 by altering 
the Redskins offense to fit 
around how he operated 
in college at Baylor. A knee 
injury and the moving on 

DUNDAS
FROM PAGE 9A

JUNIOR
FROM PAGE 10A

free throws for 8 points. 
Mack Kuglin chalked up 4 
points in the book. Cash 
Kuglin and Kilee Edwards 
had 2 points each.

BEARS 29, TIGERS 22
In the first part of the sea-

son, the Bears defeated the 
Tigers by 2 points on a last 
minute shot. Junior League 
fans were looking forward 
to Sunday’s matchup be-
tween the two teams again 
— the game didn’t disap-
point.

The Bears jumped out to 
take a 8-2 lead in the first 

quarter. 
The Tigers held strong 

and battled back during the 
second quarter trailing only 
14-10 at halftime. 

When the team returned 
to the floor for the third 
quarter, the Tigers closed 
the gap and trailed by only 2 
points going into the fourth 
quarter. 

With the help of sever-
al key free throws, vfree 
throws, the Bears hung onto 
their lead and defeated the 
Tigers 29-22 in another ex-
citing Paris Junior League 
contest.

Conner Little led the 
Bears with 7 points. Gabri-
el Roush and Austin Pardi 

each had 6 points. Parker 
Sanders added 4 points 
to the scorebook. Nathan 
Fonner, Carter Fox and Ian 
Theirl each contributed 2 
pointstowards the Bears 
victory.

Ty King led the Tigers 
with 8 points. Koen Brinker-
hoff scored 4 points. Garrett 
Rigdon, Gage Woolum, Bri-
an Smith, Brody Whitaker 
and Logan Dick each fin-
ished with 2 points. 

Action continues Sunday 
at Eveland Gym with the 
first of four games sched-
uled to get underway at 
12:30 p.m. Fans are always 
welcome. There is a small 
admission fee.

Harley Barry hits 1,000
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

When a group of individu-
als put the needs of the team 
before the needs or wants of 
themselves, success often fol-
lows shortly behind. 

The Tri-County girl’s bas-
ketball team (19-4) has man-
aged to find that success this 
year and one of the key rea-
sons has been the work of se-
nior Harley Barry. 

Barry recently was able to 
eclipse the highly sought after 
1,000-point mark in her career 
in an overtime win against Sa-
cred Heart during the Charles-
ton Holiday Tournament. 

“It was really big for me to 
hit that mark,” Barry said. “I 
couldn’t have done it without 
my team or my coaches help-
ing me.” 

The achievement did not 
come easy though, as Harley 
has been working towards her 
senior season since she was 
playing basketball as a child. 

“I have been playing bas-
ketball since I was a little girl 
and my dad has pushed me 
to be the best that I can be,” 
Barry said. “One of the big-
gest things for us was team 
chemistry and as we got to 
know each other more and 
put in more time, we became 
like family.” 

Despite the individual suc-
cess, Barry knows that the 
goals of the team have not 

been met yet and that there is 
a lot more that is yet to come 
through the 2018-19 season. 

“We really want to make it 
to state this year,” Barry said. 
“For the seniors, this is our 
last year and we want to make 
it past the sectional champi-
onship and reach state.” 

The chemistry of the team 
has been crucial to the suc-
cess that they have found 
this season and Barry knows 
the bonds they have made as 

teammates are special. 
“Everyone is super-nice 

and positive and we have got-
ten really close,” Barry said. 
“Each person on this team has 
each others back.” 

Barry’s future on the court 
beyond high school is uncer-
tain, as she has not decided if 
she will continue to play bas-
ketball at the collegiate level. 
She does, however, plan on at-
tending a university to major 
in elementary education. 

Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press

Tri-County’s Harley Barry reached the 1,000 career point total 
during the recent Charleston Holiday Tourney.

of Shanahan to another gig 
left Griffin on the fringes of 
any future NFL rosters. 

Shanahan also helped run 
the Atlanta Falcons offense 
that almost beat the Patriots 
in the Super Bowl. Though he 
received flack from armchair 
quarterbacks stuck to their 
couch and beat writers who 
had never coached in the 
NFL, the past two seasons 
have seen the Falcons come 
down to earth after Shanahan 
left for greener pastures. 

The point is, you very well 
can learn a lot being on a staff 
with Sean McVay, but there 
are coordinators and coaches 
with one or even two decade 
plus experience as either a 
positon coach, coordinator, 
or head coach, that have seen 
everything under the sun 
when it comes to schematics, 
and will surely have a better 
hand more times than not. 

Not to mention the drasti-

cally increased administrative 
workload as a head coach 
doesn’t allow them to sit with 
quarterbacks for 6 hours a 
day like they used to. Surely at 
least one of either LaFleur or 
Taylor might be the right call, 
and they probably earned it 
with a great interview. 

Along the same lines, the 
Dolphins hired Brian Flores, 
fresh off his one year as a 
defensive play caller because 
he worked his way up the lad-
der for Bill Belichick in New 
England. We’ll debate the 
merits of the Bill’s coaching 
tree another day. So, the more 
things change, the more they 
stay the same.

Now if you’ll excuse me, I 
have to head to Starbucks to 
meet up with Sean McVay.

(Dan Dundas is a teacher 
and coach at Paris High School 
who also writes sports for The 
Prairie Press. Email him at 
dandundas82@gmail.com.) 

Foul trouble dooms TCT
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

KANSAS — Foul trouble 
doomed the Tri-County Ti-
tan basketball team as they 
tried to make it two wins in 
a row Friday evening.

Coming off snapping 
a four-game losing streak 
Friday, Jan. 11 by defeat-
ing ALAH, the Tri-County 
Titans team had one week 
of preparation before they 
hosted the Dietrich Movin’ 
Maroons in a non-confer-
ence battle.  

With the upcoming 
LOVC Southeast Division 
Tournament starting up 
next week, the Titans hoped 
to build on the 8 point win a 
week ago in Arthur in hopes 
of getting hot at the right 
time.  

Dietrich is similar in style 
to the Titans. The Maroons 
team broughtwith a little 
bit of a size advantage the 
Titans looked to neutralize 
with their speed.

As the game progressed, 
it was a combination of ear-
ly Tri-County foul trouble 
along with some strong Diet-
rich shooting that propelled 

the Movin’ Maroons to a 65-53 
win.

Dietrich used strength and 
quickness in the first quarter 
getting a key member of the Ti-
tans in early foul trouble. Blake 
Lee picked up three fouls in the 
first quarter.  That allowed the 
Maroons to use dribble pene-
tration and quick passing to a 
tune of 19 points with Cole Nie-
brugge and Collin Hartke com-
bined for 11 of those points.  

Despite Lee’s foul troubles, 
the Titans managed to use 
some of their own quickness 
to their advantage Lee and 
Mason Hutchinson combined 
for seven of Tri-County’s 13 
points to stay close as the Ma-
roons held a 19-13 lead.

With Lee on the bench, the 
Titans turned to another key 
player to take over the reins. 
Mitch Pollock got good looks 
getting 5 of TCT’s 11 points in 
the second quarter.  Dietrich 
added 10 points to take a a 29-
24 lead at the break.

Dietrich got the offense roll-
ing along getting their lead as 
high as 43-29 in the third quar-
ter starting the stanza on a 14-5 
run.  The Maroons scored 21 in 
the frame.  The Titans scored 

8 of their 13 points in the last 
three minutes as Cole McClain 
used timely defense and transi-
tion to score 6 points keeping  
TCT close at 50-37.

Tri-County was able to get  the 
deficit as low as 8 points in the 
fourth getting to the free throw 
line and going 10 of 14.  The 
shots were not able to fall as the 
Titans hit only three field goals 
as part of their 16 points frame.  
The Maroons were also able to 
get to the free throw line as well 
going 7 of 10 as a part of their 15 
points to seal the 13 point win.

Tri-County was 18 of 53 
overall for 34 percent and 16 
of 24 from the line for 66.7 
percent.  The Titans coughed 
up the ball 14 times.  Mason 
Hutchinson led the way with 
13 points while the duo of 
Trenton Pinnell and Cole Mc-
Clain added eight points each 
in the loss.

The Titans (12-9) will be 
the number three seed in the 
upcoming LOVC Southeast 
Division tournament and will 
face the Martinsville Blue 
Streaks in a first round game 
on Monday in Greenup.  Tip 
off is set for 7:30 p.m. at Cum-
berland High School.
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Edgar County
Pheasants Forever

Banquet
Knights of Columbus Hall

614 N. Main St. • Paris IL

Postponed to
February 2nd

Doors open at 5:00
Dinner at 6:00

For Ticket information call
Cole Vietor     217-808-0090
Matt Morris   217-251-6857
Brad Tucker   217-822-2484

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
Footlong

$2.00

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Ribeye, Chips & Drink
$6.99

Homemade Soups:
Vegetable Beef, Chili

Cup.....$2.75
Bowl.....$3.99
Quart.....$9.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
English Toffee

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled. 
nGene R. Marchant, 39, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 4 
felony aggravated fleeing from 
a police officer and a misde-
meanor endangering the life a 
child charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nDalton L. Newman, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor theft and a 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer charges. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.
nTimothy J. Posey, 35, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor viola-
tion of the conceal carry act 
and two counts of a Class A 
misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
charges. He has hired an at-
torney and the matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nAmber N. Roberts, 36, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nWilliam J. Wimsett, no 

age provided, Paris, plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 3 felony 
theft charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-

ference.

OTHER MATTERS
nErin J. Johnson, 43, Par-

is, was sentenced to serve six 
consecutive weekends in jail 
for her Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a revoked license 
conviction.  

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the follow-
ing individuals failed to an-
swer the court call: Anthony 
R. Ballard, 30, Paris; Laura 
N. Dimond, 26, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; Terrence I. Jackson, 53, 
Terre Haute, Ind.; Damien B. 
Jeffers, 35, Terre Haute, Ind.; 
Eve A. Lorance, 36, Newman; 
Glen H. Luna, 37, Mattoon 
and Eric D. Paige, 27, Paris.

RECORD
FROM PAGE 12A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 
Wood reports a suspected drug 
dealer is in the county jail on 
a serious methamphetamine 
charge.

Wood said a deputy made a 
routine traffic stop Thursday, 
Jan. 17, in the south end of Par-
is. At the deputy’s request, the 
county’s K9 unit responded to 
the scene and officers from the 
Paris Police Department were 

also present. 
Chad P. Keller, Clinton, Ind., 

was arrested 
and taken 
into custody 
on a charge 
a l l e g i n g 
p o s s e s s i o n 
of between 
100 and 400 
grams of 
methamphetamine. 

Edgar County State’s At-
torney Mark Isaf filed formal 

charges Friday, Jan. 18, and 
Keller is facing a Class X fel-
ony. Conviction on a Class X 
felony results in an automatic 
sentence to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections for a term 
of between six and 30 years.

Keller remains in the Edgar 
County Jail with a $100,000 
bond.

Wood stressed it takes coop-
eration between multiple agen-
cies and the state’s attorney to 
lock up possible drug dealers.

Meth arrest following stop

KELLER

Community plans children’s show
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Community 
Theater is planning three 
productions during 2019 —
including a children’s show, 
according to Tanner Laugh-
lin, one of the directors of 
the group.

“We’re excited to an-
nounce  the show specifical-
ly for children under high 
school age,” he said, not-
ing Edgar and surrounding 
counties have talented sing-
ers and dancers in elemen-
tary and middle  and junior 
high schools.

The production is sched-
uled for two performances 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 
9-10, at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts.

The musical — based on 
the Roald Dahl story — is 
part of the popular Broad-

way Junior shows by Music 
Theater International. Both 
Mayo and Crestwood have 
produced the Broadway Ju-
nior shows, Laughlin noted.

“These shows are specif-
ically for younger students 
and usually run about an 
hour,” he explained. “The 

vocal range is  specifically for 
younger performers.”

Auditions for the produc-
tion are open to children 
who will be entering first 
through the eighth grade in 
the 2019-2020 school year, 
Laughlin said.

Auditions will be held the 

weekend of June 29-30, Laugh-
lin said. Once casting is com-
plete, scripts will be distribut-
ed. The rehearsals will begin 
Monday, July 15 — the day 
after the “Mama Mia” closes.

“Several middle school stu-
dents participated in our first 
production, but there’s really 
not anything available for 
‘Mama Mia,” he noted. “We 
want to give these children an 
opportunity to perform.”

Laughlin urged those fam-
ilies who are interested to 
like the Paris Community 
Theater page on Facebook.

In addition to “Mama 
Mia” and “Willy Wonka 
Jr.,” a third production is 
planned in October and will 
be announced at a later date.

“We hope to make this 
company one that is active 
throughout the year,” he 
said.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois State Police (ISP) re-
minds motorists to remain 
vigilant as a second system 
of winter weather enters Illi-
nois.  

ISP: Winter storm requires caution
During last weekend’s 

storm, the ISP handled 384 
traffic crashes and assisted 
1,257 motorists.

Forecasted extreme cold 
temperatures and snow-
fall could again affect travel 
across Illinois this weekend. 
The ISP urges people to re-
frain from traveling during 
inclement weather.  

If travel is necessary, the 
ISP recommends:
nMove over and slow 

down for emergency vehicles, 
including snowplows. 
nMake sure someone is 

aware of your travel route. 
nDress warmly with layers 

of clothing in anticipation of 
unexpected winter weather 
emergencies.  
nKeep plenty of gas in the 

tank in case the vehicle be-
comes stranded.    
nClear ice and snow from 

the vehicle’s windows and 
lights.  
nDon’t crowd the plow be-

cause a snowplow operator’s 
field of vision is restricted. A 
motorist may see the snow-
plow but that does not mean 
the plow driver sees the other 
vehicle. 
nRemain alert for black 

ice. Roads that appear clear 
may be treacherous. Take it 

slow when approaching in-
tersections, off-ramps, bridg-
es and shady areas – all are 
prone to black ice.  
nHave an emergency car 

care kit that contains jump-
er cables, a flashlight, an ice 
scraper, blankets, gloves, 
food items, water and a first-
aid kit. 
nCarry a cell phone and a 

charger.  
nAlways wear a safety belt.
Troopers and ISP other 

ISP employees urge every-
one to slow down and pay 
attention to the road if in-
clement weather driving is a 
must.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – Booth 
Library on the campus of 
Eastern Illinois University 
will commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the moon 
landing, as well as examine 
current and future space ex-
ploration, in a new exhibit, 
“On the Shoulders of Giants: 
The Moon and Beyond.” The 
exhibit is open from Jan. 17 
through May 31.

“On the Shoulders of Gi-
ants” includes a look at sev-
eral of the Apollo missions, 
with a focus on Apollo 11 
which had the first lunar 
landing July 20, 1969; EIU 
alumni connections to the 
space program; biographies 
of specific astronauts; space 
exploration today and in the 
future; female contributions 
to space exploration; and 
more.

An opening program to 
kick off the exhibit is 5:30 
p.m. Jan. 24 in the library’s 
West Reading Room. 

The event features the de-
but of the documentary “To 

the Moon and Back: An Oral 
History of the Lunar Land-
ing.” 

The one-hour film fea-
tures several local residents 
sharing their memories of 
the moon landing 50 years 
ago.

The film is the result of 
a collaboration between 
Booth Library, WEIU-TV 
and the EIU History Depart-
ment. WEIU-TV will air the 
film at 8 p.m. Feb. 5.

The exhibit and the open-
ing program are free and 
open to the public. 

Additional programs re-
lated to the exhibit are being 

planned. For more informa-
tion, visit the exhibit web 
site, https://library.eiu.edu/
exhibits/space; or follow 
Booth Library on Facebook 
or Twitter.

Schools and other groups 
who would like to tour the 
exhibit are encouraged 
to contact Andy Cougill, 
aacougill@eiu.edu, or call 
217-581-6072 to schedule a 
visit.

Booth Library’s regular 
hours are 8 a.m. to midnight 
Monday through Thursday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and noon 
to 1 a.m. Sunday. 

Lunar landing exhibit launches
Exhibit celebrates 
50th anniversary of 
lunar landing
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Be it known, there are some 
men who rank among the 
world’s greatest cooks.  Chefs, 
they prefer to be called. 

They’re 
found in 
the kitchens 
of deluxe 
restaurants 
on every 
populated 
continent. 
Their skills 
are also ap-
plied aboard 
cruise 

ships, merchant marine cargo 
haulers and perhaps combat 
and combat support vessels of 
virtually every navy.  Even river 
barges are known for good 
men cooks. There’s usually 
at least one in every Veterans 
of Foreign Wars or American 
Legion Post; and if we con-
ducted a nationwide survey, 
probably one household in 
every million would feature an 
outstanding male cook.

I hand my compliments to 
lots of men who can whip up 
delicious hot dogs and cheese-
burgers on a backyard grill, but 
let’s get serious. That isn’t real 
cooking, where the chef must 
examine recipes and factor in 
a pinch of this, two teaspoons 
of that, plus fractions of cups, 
ounces and other measure-
ments. The simple fact is, with 
few exceptions, men shouldn’t 
attempt cooking. God meant 
that for women, especially 
moms and grandmas.  

Most men are like me. They 
do well if they open and heat 
a can of pork ’n beans. I spend 
a right fair portion of my 
income in restaurants.

Many is the man who 
thought he could cook and 
gave it a try. Worse yet is the 
man who bragged on his 
ability and performed em-
barrassingly in the presence 
of one or more women. I feel 
compelled to expose one 
such knothead who recently 
committed this very act.

His name is Dave, one of 
the dumber Daves among our 
population when it comes 
to cooking. In all fairness to 
the guy, he graduated from 
Paris High School quite 
recently with a sharp aptitude 
in computer technology. To 
enhance his electronic skills, 
the young man attended a tech 
school for a couple of years 
and landed a high-salaried job 
in the bustling, beautiful city 
of Cincinnati.

It was Dave’s fortune 
to meet an attractive girl 
employed in the medical 
profession. In a matter of 
months they became engaged 
and soon thereafter married, 
choosing to live in a nice af-
fordable suburban apartment.

One evening his new bride 
was busily occupied with 
washing and ironing, so Dave 
volunteered to prepare dinner.

“I’ll cook a breakfast meal 
of bacon, eggs, grits and toast,” 
he offered. “It isn’t unusual 
for folks to eat breakfast in the 
evening, y’know. Frying bacon 
is one of my specialties.”

“Sounds good,” his sweet-
heart said. “Just make sure 
you smear oil or grease on 
the skillet before applying the 
bacon.”

Women 
were born 
to cook

See REYNOLDS, Page 9B

This weekend brings what 
is being called the Great 
American Lunar Eclipse. It 
will be the Full-Wolf-Super-
Blood-Moon Eclipse. 

Maybe not the greatest lu-
nar eclipse of the century, but 
it has potential to be one of 
the best and residents of Ed-
gar County are in a great spot 
for viewing, if the sky is clear. 
The weather forecast calls for 
partly cloudy but extremely 
cold. The storm predicted for 
earlier in the weekend should 
be cleared out by then, and 
that will usher in the cold. 

About 9:34 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 20, the Earth’s shadow 
starts crossing the giant super 
full moon and totality will 
last a little more than an hour. 
The moon starts passing 

out of the shadow at 11:34 
p.m. and a partial eclipse will 
continue for about another 

hour. 
The 

January full 
moon is 
named the 
Wolf Moon 
in many 
cultures. 
The Saxon 
word for 
January is 
Wulf-mon-

ath or Wolf Month. In 
ancient Japan, it was the 
Wolf Festival. The American 
Seneca Tribe had strong links 
between the moon and the 
wolf. The reason so many 
cultures in diverse parts 
of the world refer to it as a 

wolf moon is because the 
appearance on cold, clear 
nights coincides with wolves 
howling at the beginning of 
the breeding season.

January’s full moon is 
especially bright and high in 
the sky. Being early winter 
the Earth is tilted away from 
the sun during the day, which 
then points it toward the 
moon at night. The moon is 
also at its highest point all 
year. 

The moon orbits the 
Earth every 29.5 days in 
an elliptical orbit. With a 
365-day year, there are 12.4 
full moons per year. Each 
night the moon rises about 
50 minutes later and over the 
year each phase moves back 
about 11 days. 

A super moon happens 
when the moon reaches full 
at the point in its orbit closest 
to the Earth. Since the lunar 
orbit is elliptical each month 
the moon moves closer to or 
farther away from the Earth 
depending on the time of the 
year. The closest point, called 
perigee, occurs in January. 
The moon reaches perigee 
this month just before the full 
phase, which makes it appear 
larger than normal. Thus it is 
a Super Moon. 

The Earth’s gravity holds 
the moon in orbit, but 
gravity works both ways. The 
moon’s gravity pulls back on 
the Earth causing the ocean 
tides. The waters are highest 
on Earth where the moon is 
directly overhead, and there 

are two high and two low 
tides daily, which occur ap-
proximately 50 minutes later 
each day as the moon cycles 
through its orbit.   

The sun’s gravitational 
pull does the same thing to 
the ocean but with a lesser 
effect. When the sun and 
moon line up together their 
combined gravity makes the 
strongest pull of the entire 
month. This happens at full 
moon and new moon when 
the combined pull causes the 
highest possible tides called 
Spring Tides. Tides raise 
the deep ocean about a foot. 
Near shore, if funneled into a 
bay, the water level may rise 
over 50 feet.

It is not just the water 
that gets pulled. The moon’s 

gravity pulls on the crust and 
causes it to bulge, too. The 
Earth’s crust moves up and 
down about a half-inch. Such 
movement is not noticeable, 
but it can initiate earthquakes 
and volcanoes. 

Air is another moving fluid 
that can be shifted by the 
moon’s gravity, creating tides 
in the atmosphere. As the at-
mosphere bulges, it changes 
air pressure and the humidity 
influencing the weather. A 
full moon creates a cooler 
night and slightly reduces 
precipitation. An old sailor’s 
tale says a full moon eats 
clouds. This super moon will 
contribute to the cold night.

Residents of Illinois have 
not experienced a total lunar 

Three spectacular lunar eclipses in one this Sunday night

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

According to my Facebook 
profile, I graduated from high 
school in 1988, which makes 
me 46 years 
old. Admit-
tedly, that 
would be 
great; but, 
alas, I am 
75, having 
graduated in 
1961. With 
a heavy 
heart, I set 
about trying 
to set things straight.

My philosophy, when it 
comes to life, is resolute when 
facing problems – never 
admit to your wife that you 
do not have the slightest idea 
what you are doing. Man’s 
genetic code does not allow 
for such concessions.

This man thing goes back 
to the prehistoric times. 
According to my friend, 
Gilroy, who fashions himself 
as an archaeologist, he heard 
from a friend of a friend, 
whose cousin’s cousin was an 
archaeologist, that a certain 
caveman named Grunt, was 
dispatched by a cave bear, 
who was having a bad day.

Said unhappy cave bear was 
not particularly picky about 
his choice of hunters, but, its 
decision was made easy, given 
the fact that Grunt was the 
only hunter stupid enough to 
rush to the forefront.

When his comrades told 
his wife about the tragedy, she 
said, “I knew it was going to 
happen. I told him his stick 
was not big enough. But, no 
he would not listen to me.” 
The story was recounted in a 
series of drawings on the wall 
of Grunt’s cave.

The men in the audience 
understand, with the imme-
diacy of the gender, why I 
would not go to my wife, and 
say, “Honey, I am an idiot 
and messed up my Facebook 
profile, and will you help me 
fix it?”

I have learned many inter-
esting things from members 
of the Class of 1988. Frank 
and Julie just returned from 
a trip to France, where they 
were thrown out of a restau-
rant for insulting the Cherry 
Gateau Basque in favor of an 
order of french fries.

One of their classmates, a 
fellow by the name of Tom, 
who, I gather, leans a tad 
further than the extreme 
right, displayed a slogan en-
couraging critics of President 
Donald Trump (just had to 
get him into this) to blame 
everything on Hillary.

My wife posts a lot of stuff 
on Facebook. She chats with 
friends, keeps in touch with 
relatives and does all the myr-
iad things expected of sane 
people who use the medium. 
Political stuff, particularly, of a 
vicious nature, she deletes.

You open the door to a 
world of grief when you 
engage in the political stuff 
on Facebook. Rational 
discussion inevitability turns 
to irrationality, name-calling 
and viciousness. The contrast 
between social discourse 
and psychopathic ranting is 
profound.

Least you think I cast my 
lot above the common raving 

I need a 
button to fix 
Facebook

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For readers of The Prairie Press 
who are country music fans, today 
is country music icon Dolly Parton’s 
birthday.

The singer-songwriter was born 
Jan. 19, 1946, in Pigeon Forge, Tenn., 
and was raised as one of 12 children in 
a small cabin. 

Her preference in food reflects the 
upbringing in a poor family. A com-
mon dish on the table was stone soup, 
which was prepared using rocks the 
children gathered from the garden 
and carefully washed.

Parton said it was a tactic her moth-
er employed so the children thought 
they were helping contribute to feed-
ing the family.

In an interview, Parton said her 
favorite meal to fix at home is roast 
pork, fried okra, green beans and 
turnip greens — again reflecting her 
southern upbringing. 

The recipes presented here are 
ones Parton has referred to in the 
past or are published in her cookbook 
“Dolly’s Dixie Fixin’s: Love, Laughter 
and Lots of Good Food.”

In addition to her celebrity as a 
country music singer, Parton was 
recently honored at the Library of 
Congress for her work with her foun-
dation’s Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library. The initiative has provided 
free books for millions of children 
throughout the U.S from birth to five 
years of age.

So prepare a Southern delicacy 
shared here and help Parton celebrate 
her 73rd birthday.

Parton shares a birthday with leg-
endary rocker and blues artist Janis 
Joplin and American literary giant 
Edgar Allan Poe. Little is recorded 
about the foods Joplin and Poe liked 
but there is documentation for Poe’s 
favorite libations. 

Poe’s preference was cognac and 
brandy although he also liked whis-
key; however, recent research indi-
cates Poe was not the alcoholic and 
drug addict some of his contemporar-
ies — writing long after his death — 
portrayed him to be. 

Poe is buried in Baltimore. Begin-
ning in 1949 — or possible some-
what earlier — on the night of the an-
niversary of Poe’s birth (as January 18 
becomes January 19), a mysterious 
stranger has entered this cemetery 
and left as tribute a partial bottle of 
cognac and three roses on Poe’s grave. 
A newspaper article from the Balti-
more Sun in 1950 includes a minor 

Parton’s cookbook rocks
Special to The Prairie Press 

Dolly Parton, left, celebrates a recipe from her cookbook, “Dolly’s Dixie Fixin’s,” featured on the Hallmark Channel. Parton is 
celebrating her 73rd birthday today.

mention of the visitor leaving such 
items, conclusively documenting that 
it began at least in 1949. Although 
some early members of the church re-
called in the 1970s  it may have start-
ed in the 1930s, the year 1949 is more 
widely accepted, and the date of 1949 
is significant as the 100th anniversary 
of Poe’s death. 

That date, however, is also be a little 
clumsy as it necessarily conflates the 
month and year of his death, in Octo-
ber 1849, with the month of his birth, 
in January. 

The identity of the stranger, re-
ferred to affectionately as the Poe 
Toaster, is unknown. 

The significance of cognac is un-
certain as it does not feature in Poe’s 
works as would, for example, amon-
tillado. The presumption for the three 
roses is it represents the three per-
sons whose remains are beneath the 

monument: Poe, his wife (Virginia 
Clemm Poe), and his mother-in-law 
(Maria Clemm). Out of respect, no 
attempt is made to stop or hinder him. 
Several of the bottles of cognac from 
prior years are kept at the Baltimore 
Poe House and Museum. 

The statement occasionally made 
that the identity must be known by 
the Poe Society of Baltimore is utterly 
untrue, no matter how confident may 
be the tone of the person stating it. 
Similarly, Jeff Jerome, the curator of 
the Baltimore Poe House and Muse-
um, has consistently denied having 
any such knowledge, although he 
freely admits to having intentionally 
withheld some minor details about 
the event for the sake of differentiat-
ing between the Toaster and would-
be imitators. (None of these details 
are of a nature that might allow for 

THE POE FAMILY EGG NOG
This was supposedly handed down 

in the family from 1790 forward.
 
7 eggs, separated
1 cup sugar
5 cups whole milk, divided
1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
1 1/2 cups brandy
1/4 cup rum
Nutmeg

In a medium bowl, combine egg 
yolks and sugar, whisking until thick 
and pale. Set aside.

Fill a large bowl with ice water and 
set aside. In a small saucepan, warm 
3 cups milk over low heat. Whisk 
1-cup warm milk into yolk mixture. 
Add this back to the milk in the pan, 
stirring over low heat until combined 
and thickened. Remove from heat and 
quickly stir in cream.

Place the saucepan in the ice bath 
and stir occasionally until chilled, 
then add brandy, rum and remaining 
2 cups milk.

In another bowl beat egg whites 
until soft peaks form. Pour the eggnog 
into glasses, spoon the egg whites 
over the drinks and top with grated 
nutmeg

APPLE TODDY 

As a student at the University of 
Virginia, Poe had a fondness for apple 
toddies. The apple cider modern recipes 
call for is the pasteurized non-alco-
holic type sold in grocery stores. In 
Poe’s time, cider was understood to 
be a fermented beverage so the drink 
started with a fermented cider to which 
stronger spirits were added. Here is 
a simple recipe for hot apple toddy, 
although it is not known if this is the 
exact drink Poe consumed. There are 
numerous versions of the drink. 

2 ounces of whiskey or apple brandy
1 tsp honey
5 ounces hot apple cider 

Coat the bottom of a mug with hon-
ey; add the whiskey or brandy; fill with 
hot cider and stir well. The drink may be 
garnished with lemon, cinnamon stick 
and cloves.

See PARTON, Page 2B
See CODGER, Page 9B

INGREDIENTS INCLUDE SOME STAR MATERIAL 

Dolly Parton also shares a 
link to another Southern 
legend, Edgar Allen Poe
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE 
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TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday, Jan. 10, with 20 
members attending the 
meeting.  

Club members recog-
nized were: Jean Daniels, 
TOPS best loser of the 
week; Janet Embry, best 
walker; Jill Hoffman won 
the food chart drawing; and 
Terri Cheatham won the 
walking drawing.     

Members walked a total 
of 58 miles.  

Wanda Luth gave a pro-
gram about fatigue follow-
ing the holidays.  

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the High-
land Manor Community 
Room, Paris, with weigh-ins 
beginning at 8 a.m. and the 
meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
Visitors and new members 
are always welcome and 
more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS 
1563 meets Kidgell celebrates birthday

Doris Kidgell of Paris is cel-
ebrating her 92nd birthday 
Wednesday, Jan. 23. 

Kidgell moved to Paris from 
California five years ago to be 
near her daughter, Jeanette 
Levellie, who is married to 
the pastor at Nevins Christian 
Church. Kidgell also had a son, 
Daniel Engle, who is deceased; 
and two stepsons, Mike Kid-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – The Shiloh 
School District has an-
nounced the junior and se-
nior high school honor rolls 
for the second quarter.

Sixth grade: high honors, 
Lilyan Brown, Andrew Hou-
lihan, Jack Houlihan, Chance 
Mullinex, Grant North, Lil-
lian North, Garrett Pollock 
and Lydia Richardson; hon-
ors, Shaylun Christenberry 
and Charles North.

Seventh grade: high hon-
ors, Josie Armstrong, Levi 
Ash and Kenzie Hales; hon-
ors, Mara Bosch, Samantha 
McClain and Emily Milburn.

Eighth grade: high honors, 
Brenden Cash, Levi Eads, 
Kelsey Luth, Briton Tischer 
and Kaylin Williams; honors, 
Thaylee Barry, Zoey Burton, 
Mollie Pollock and Jacob 
Smith.

Ninth grade: all A’s, Jose-
phine Carroll, Madelyn Cary,  
Isabella Dudley, Megan Hou-

lihan, Holden Kile and Caro-
line Smith; honors, Jack Arm-
strong, William Benner, Colby 
Luth and Baylee Rhode.

Tenth grade: all A’s, Emily 
Hall; honors, Tayler Barry, 

Sage Boothe, Charles Eak-
le and Maison Pierce.

Eleventh grade: all A’s, 
Isabella Carroll, Lillie Cox, 
Gwen Morris and Nelly 
Rennstich; honors, Emily 
Barrow, Madelynn Dudley, 
Michelle Michaels, Mitchell 
Pollock, Samantha Skinner, 

Cody Weber, Kaitlyn Wil-
liams and Lola Wood.

Twelfth grade: all A’s, Bri-
anna Bange, Harley Barry, 

Kaitlyn Cary, Mack-
enzie Niedfeldt, Kiersten 
Price-Wilson and Logan 
Richardson; honors, Cam-
eron Covey, Samantha 
Gerberding, Emma Gor-
don, Howard Hales, Mason 
Hutchinson, Grace Kile, 
Rachel Milburn, Meredith 
Smith, Alec Thompson and 
Madison Weber.

Shiloh anounces student honor rolls

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

PARTON
FROM PAGE 1B

such an identity to be traced 
back to a person who could 
then be named.) The fact that 
even these official entities do 
not possess such informa-
tion, of course, inherently 
complicates any attempt to 
conclusively assign a name. 
Thus far, however, none of the 
suggestions for the identity of 
this person have fit the recog-
nized details, and he therefore 
remains unknown, as does his 
precise motivation for start-
ing — and devotion in con-
tinuing — this long-standing 
mission.   

A note left for Jeff Jerome in 
1993 stated somewhat crypti-
cally that, “the torch will be 
passed,” and another note left 
in 1999 indicated the origi-
nal Toaster had died within a 
few months before the annual 
event. 

After 1993, sightings of the 
visitor suggested two younger 
persons were exchanging the 
obligation between them-
selves, presumably in honor 
of their father. The annual 
visitations continued through 
2009, the bicentennial of 
Poe’s birth, but not in subse-
quent years. On Jan. 19, 2012, 
after three successive years in 
which there was no appear-

CHICKEN AND DUMPLINGS
 
1 (3-lb) chicken
2 ½ tsp salt
¾ tsp pepper
1 onion, peeled and left whole
¼ cup chopped celery leaves
2 cup all-purpose flour, plus  

        extra for kneading
½ tsp baking soda
3 Tbsp. vegetable shortening
¾ cup milk

Put the chicken and 2 
teaspoons of salt in 2 quarts of 
water into a Dutch oven. Cover 
the chicken and bring to a boil.

After the water starts to boil, 
bring the temperature down 
to medium heat. Add pepper, 
onion and celery leaves. Let the 
chicken simmer just enough for 
the meat to fall off the bone.

Take the chicken and onions 
out of the cooking pot and strain 
the celery leaves to discard along 
with the onion. Once the chicken 
has cooled, take off parts of the 
meat to cut into 1-inch pieces. 
Discard any skin and bones.

Bring the chicken broth back 

to high heat and leave to boil.
In a medium-sized bowl, mix 

the flour, baking soda and ½ tea-
spoon of salt. Add shortening by 
cutting small pieces with a knife 
and fork or pastry cutter. Contin-
ue to stir until the mix reaches a 
breadcrumb-like consistency.

Slowly stir the milk into the 
flour mixture creating a moist 
dough. Spread the dough out 
on a flour-covered surface and 
knead for five minutes. Roll the 
dough into a ½-inch thickness 
and cut into 1 ½-inch squares.

Take small pieces of dough 
and add them to the boiling 
broth. Reduce to low heat, cover 
the pot and let simmer for about 
10 minutes. Stir occasionally.

Add chicken into the pot and 
cook for about eight minutes or 
until the chicken is warmed all the 
way through. Serve while it’s hot.

BANANA PUDDING
 
3 eggs separated
1 cup flour
½ cup all-purpose flour
2 cups milk 
dash of salt
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick  

         butter)
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 (12-ounce) box vanilla wafers
5-6 sliced bananas

Preheat the oven to 350 °F.
Lightly beat the egg yolks. 

Combine 3⁄4 cup of the sugar 
and the flour in a medium pot. 
Gradually stir in the milk, fol-
lowed by the egg yolks and salt. 
Cook over medium heat 15 to 
20 minutes, stirring constantly, 
until thickened. Remove the 
pot from the heat and add the 
butter and 1 teaspoon of the 
vanilla. Set aside to cool slightly. 

Arrange half of the wafers on 
the bottom of a 2-quart baking 
dish. Top with half of the banana 
slices. Spoon half of the pudding 
mixture over the bananas. 
Repeat with remaining wafers, 
bananas and pudding.

In a clean bowl, beat the 
egg whites with the remaining 
1⁄4-cup of sugar and 1 teaspoon 
of vanilla until they form stiff 
peaks. Spread with a rubber 
spatula over the pudding, 
sealing the edges. Bake until the 
topping is light golden, 15 to 20 
minutes. Remove from the oven 
and let cool. Serve cooled.

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Taking reservations for 

Valentine’s Day Dinner

Winter Hours

217-826-8831

Thursday and Friday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday

I apologize to those that did not get 
the notice of the cancellation of my 85th 
birthday bash. Thanks to those that sent 
cards or came by. I’m sorry that we had 
to postpone due to the icy weather, but 

we are going to try again. It will be on 
February 3 at the First Christian Church 

Fellowship Hall, 201 S. Main St., Paris, 
2 to 4 p.m. Hope the weather cooperates 

this time.
Marge Houghland

SOIL FERTILITY SEMINAR
FEBRUARY 28   |  9:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.

MARSHALL EXTENSION OFFICE

Earn CEU credits!

More info and registration at 
go.illinois.edu/soil or call 217-826-5422. 

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

Tickets can be purchased at the Paris Community Hospital registration desk.   

For more information, call Christina Hoffman at 217-466-4294. 

Friday, Feb. 1 Noon Café France, Paris 
$20 per person, includes lunch 

@ 

Wear red and join Horizon Health as it supports the fight against heart disease.  
Dr. Maria Horvat, an OB/GYN provider who will join Horizon Health  

full-time in February, will be the featured speaker. Her presentation is titled “At 
the Heart of It All.” 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engage-
ment, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail 
The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

ance from the Toaster, Jeff 
Jerome officially declared the 
original tradition had ended. 

Various individuals have 
taken it upon themselves to 
leave similar tokens. 

Some have hoped they 
might be able to assume the 
same recognition and con-
tinue the tradition, although 
they have generally been re-
ferred to somewhat dismis-
sively as Faux Toasters. As 
there is no authoritative body 

other than the person who 
appears to have originated 
the tradition — and those 
he has designated — and no 
such transfer of authority has 
occurred, all such attempts to 
restart a new tradition must 
be taken purely on their own 
merits. 

We may not be in Balti-
more for the toaster but  it 
won’t hurt to raise a glass to 
Poe’s memory and contribu-
tion to American arts.

gell, and Pat Kidgell, who is de-
ceased; 13 grandchildren; and 
nine great-grandchildren. 

Her hobbies include reading, 
writing and sending greeting 
cards to her many friends. She 
is an enthusiast of the TV pro-
gram “Jeopardy.” 

Birthday greeting may be 
sent to her at 146 Brookstone 
Lane, #6, Paris, Illinois 61944
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Ronald Reagan always 
thought World War II cost 
him his chance at reaching 
the top of the marquee of 
Hollywood stars. His best 
performance came in a film, 
“Kings Row,” that premiered 
just as the movie business was 
following other industries in 
converting to wartime pro-
duction. By the end of the war, 
Reagan’s moment had passed, 
and it never came again.

In truth, there was more to 
the story than bad timing. Rea-
gan simply didn’t have the dra-
matic chops of Henry Fonda 
or Jimmy Stewart. Reagan was 
a fine supporting actor, but he 
couldn’t carry a film. Jack War-
ner, Reagan’s boss at Warner 
Bros. studio, understood. Told 
in 1965 that Reagan was run-
ning for California governor, 
Warner reportedly quipped, 
“No — Jimmy Stewart for gov-
ernor; Ronald Reagan for best 
friend.”

Yet whether or not World 
War II derailed Reagan’s mov-
ie career, it put him on the path 
to another career, in which he 
reached greater heights than 
he ever could have in Hol-
lywood. Reagan entered the 
military and was informed  he 
could do his country the most 
useful service by continuing 
to make movies. His eyesight 
was too poor to risk assigning 
him to any active theater of 
the war. “If we sent you over-
seas you’d shoot a general,” an 
examining doctor told him, 
as Stephen Vaughn writes in 
“Ronald Reagan in Holly-
wood.” 

“And you’d miss him,” the 
doctor’s colleague added.

When Reagan reported to 
Culver City, California, where 
Jack Warner had set up the U.S. 
Army’s First Motion Picture 
Unit. Actors and technicians 
in uniform made promotional 
and instructional films, chiefly 
for the Army’s Air Forces. Rea-
gan had played a pilot in earlier 
films and was a natural for an 
airman. He’d been a radio an-
nouncer before becoming an 
actor, and his voice was perfect 
as the narrator for inspirational 
documentaries about Ameri-
ca’s heroes of the air.

Reagan’s wartime roles 
caused audiences to see — 
and hear — him in a new light. 
Though he never came under 
enemy fire, to many Ameri-
cans he was the face and voice 
of those who did. Newsreel 
footage of actual battles left 
most of the participants too 
distant or blurry to be recog-
nizable; the studio-quality 
films Reagan appeared in 
showed his camera-friendly 
looks to admirable effect. 

More important, the war 
changed Reagan’s percep-
tions. He paid increasing at-
tention to politics — first the 
politics of the film industry, 
then the politics of the coun-
try. Before the war he had 
never thought seriously about 
America’s role in world affairs, 
or the nation’s place in world 
history. Now he did. 

As president of the Screen 
Actors Guild, and later as a 
representative of the General 
Electric Co., he embarked on 
a program of self-education. 
Increasingly he spoke out on 
the challenges facing the Unit-
ed States as the World War II 
struggle against fascism segued 
into the Cold War confronta-
tion against communism.

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

A large stone on the Edgar County 
Courthouse lawn has two markers that 
represent the Revolutionary War sol-
diers buried in Edgar County. 

One plaque was placed on the stone in 
1921 and the other in 1974. The markers 
and the stone itself are in a state of disre-
pair, which is obvious while viewing the 
artifacts even from a distance. There is a 
marked discoloration on the plaques and 
the stone itself and some of the screws 
that hold the plates in place are missing. 
Patti McHenry is leading an effort to 
clean the plates and stone and make sure 
the markers are correctly secured to the 
large boulder.

McHenry got involved after her 
daughter, who lives in Minnesota, want-
ed to become a member of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. One of 
the requirements was signing up 12 new 
members. The daughter asked McHen-
ry to join as one of the new members, 
which McHenry accepted partly because 
her mother and her grandmother were 
DAR members. 

The emphasis for the DAR this 
past year was to make sure all markers 
dedicated by the society are in good 
repair. When McHenry’s daughter 
visited Paris they looked at the marker 

BY MAUDLYNE IHEJIRIKA
miherjirikar@suntimes.com

“He would have been 90 
this year,” says the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, founder and presi-
dent of the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition.

Jackson was reflecting on 
this year’s holiday honoring 
his mentor and friend.

Jan. 15 was Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s birthday, cele-
brated nationally on Jan. 21.

As the years go by, there are 
fewer of those who marched 
with him to share their mem-
ories. But Jackson, one of his 
closest aides, can still recount 
milestone moments from 
King’s Chicago Freedom 
Movement of 1965-66 like it 
was yesterday.

“Our offices used to be at 
366 E. 47th St., in what’s now 
Bronzeville, and we used to 
meet every Saturday morning 

at Chicago Theological Sem-
inary,” says Jackson, 77, who 
first met the man of peace 
at an airport in 1964, when 
King was en route to pick up 
his Nobel Peace Prize.

Jackson then marched 
with King in the 1965 Selma 
to Montgomery marches.

He soon joined the team 
of the charismatic civil rights 
leader and was assigned to 
run Operation Breadbasket, 
the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference’s anti-pov-
erty effort.

When the Baptist preacher 
who espoused nonviolence 
brought the fight for equal 
rights north to Chicago, Jack-
son was at his side. Here are 
significant events involving 
King in Chicago.
nChicago churches still 

standing today were the sites 
of their strategizing meetings, 

including Fellowship Baptist 
Church, 4543 S. Princeton 
Ave.; New Friendship Bap-
tist Church, 848 W 71st St.; 
and Stone Temple Baptist 

Church, 3622 W. Douglas 
Blvd.
nThere was King’s June 

21, 1964, speech at the Illi-
nois Rally for Civil Rights 

at Soldier Field, days after 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
was passed. Then, after be-
ing asked by the Coordinat-
ing Council of Community 
Organizations to come help 
Black Chicago fight for quali-
ty schools, King led a July 26, 
1965, march on City Hall; 
gave a fiery speech before 
tens of thousands at the July 
10, 1966, Freedom Sunday 
Rally at Soldier Field; and on 
Aug. 26, 1966, held a glob-
ally covered Summit Agree-
ment with Mayor Richard J. 
Daley.
nAs part of his End Slums 

campaign, King famously 
moved his family into a di-
lapidated, third-floor walk-
up at 1550 S. Hamlin Ave. 
in North Lawndale on Jan. 
1, 1966, the building is long 
gone but the Dr. King Legacy 

Last week is a good ex-
ample of what can happen 
when a big snowstorm is 
predicted, and this time it 
actually 
happened. 

Friday, 
Jan. 11, 
it seems 
everyone 
wanted 
to be 
prepared 
and one of 
the things 
many 
people did was go to the 
grocery store. We went 
to Kroger’s about 1:30 
p.m. and noticed many 
more cars in the parking 
lot than we had ever seen 
for a weekday and in the 
middle of the day. 

I talked to two other 
people who noticed the 
same occurrence, and 
one of them said he had 
to circle the lot two times 
before he could find a 
place that was within a 
quarter of a mile from 
the door. He may have 
exaggerated a little, but 
it seemed everyone was 
bent on being prepared in 
case they couldn’t get out 
on Saturday or Sunday. 

Rosie and I noticed the 
shelves were emptying 
and we got the last gallon 
of regular whole milk. 
When we went to check 
out all the checkouts were 
busy and fully staffed. I 
asked the checkout clerk 
if they were having a big 
day and she said at 8 a.m. 
there were way more peo-
ple than usual, and they 
had a steady stream of 
grocery seekers all day. 

The snow arrived, but 
it didn’t seem to be doing 
much when we went to 
bed. In the morning, there 
was a white covering on 
the ground, but luckily the 
wind did not blow so hard 
and it did not get extreme-
ly cold. As I went out to 
feed our livestock, I took 
a yardstick and measured 
six times where the snow 
looked level. I got six inch-
es in three probes and 5 ½ 
in the other three. 

I don’t have to lug out 

Let it 
snow, we 
are ready

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

DAR restoring markers

See MLK, Page 4B

WWII cost 
Reagan first 
career, gained 
his second 

See REAGAN, Page 9B

King’s footprints in Chicago

Roger Stanley/ The Prairie Press
Patti McHenry points to the name of her ancestor, Hugh Barr, who is listed on a 
marker for Revolutionary War soldiers buried in Edgar County. McHenry is leading 
an effort to raise $1,200 to have the monument cleaned and repaired.

Martin Luther King Jr.’s influence resonates in Illinois, many places he knew still stand

Chicago Sun-Times file photo

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, kneeling, huddles with the Rev. Martin 
Luther King (center) and Bernard Lee of King’s staff, at a mass 
meeting held in Stone Temple Church, 3622 Douglas Blvd.,  Aug. 20, 
1966. 

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Patti McHenry is leading an effort by the Edgar County Historical Society and the Daughters of the American Revolution 
to raise money for cleaning and repairing this monument to Revolutionary War soldiers buried in Edgar County. Donations 
may be made in care of the Edgar County Historical Society, 408 N. Main St., Paris Il., 61944. A total of $1,200 is needed 
and a local monument company is doing the work.

In Horizon Health

    Steve Benefiel R.PH                   Dustin Melton, R.PH.    
    Denise Allanson, R.PH     Missy Speicher, PharmD

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

MONUMENTS NEED UPKEEP

See DAR, Page 4B
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Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.

No one covers Edgar County like

Now online!

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  

AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

R & J 
601 E. Jasper St.  •  Paris, IL  61944

Largest
craft beer

in the area!
(217) 463-5010

Stores

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 11 p.m.
FRI-SAT   7 a.m.-12 a.m.

selection

Apartments and Fair Housing 
Exhibit Center now marks 
the spot.
nKing’s open housing 

marches, and the attendant 
violence from angry resi-
dents on the Southwest Side, 
are most remembered, cul-
minating with the infamous 
Aug. 5, 1966, march through 
Marquette Park, where the 
Baptist preacher was felled 

to the knee by a rock to the 
head, lending credence to his 
famous quote: “I have never 
seen, even in Mississippi and 
Alabama, mobs as hateful as 
I’ve seen here in Chicago.”

“When King came to Chi-
cago, we couldn’t live west 
of Ashland, and blacks were 
hemmed into these ghettos,” 
Jackson says, taking a reporter 
down memory lane.

Born Jan. 15, 1929, in At-
lanta, Ga., King was ordained 
and became assistant pastor at 

big buckets of feed for sheep, 
pigs and goats anymore, but 
we like to keep the creatures 
that find shelter in our farm-
stead well fed. Without our 
usual collection of dogs, we 
have more winged specimens 
and four legged wild animals 
than ever. We have two aged 
geese that act as our feathered 
watchdogs and a large neigh-
borhood cat that wonders to 
our farm when no one else 
feeds him. Our wild menagerie 
consists of: somewhere be-
tween seven and 14 squirrels, 
our resident cardinal family, 
about four dozen doves, a 
lot of smaller whistlers and 
tweeters and whatever rabbits 

Real Estate Auction
Saturday, February 2nd – 10 AM Central 

Open House: 
Saturday, Jan. 26th 
10:30 AM – 12 noon 

Seller:
Fern L. Ford Revocable Trust

1,075 sq. ft. House & Unattached 
Garage on Huge Lot

www.mossauctionteam.com

217-465-4545

Callie Baber Auction Co.
www.calliebaberauction.com

217-822-3304

Property:  
508 West Garfield St., Paris, IL

his father’s Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in 1948. He married 
the beautiful Coretta Scott 
King in 1953, with whom he 
had four children.

It was in 1955 that his civil 
rights efforts began in earnest, 
when he became president of 
the Montgomery Improve-
ment Association, the group 
that led the 13-month Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott after 
Rosa Parks refused to give up 
her seat to a white man on a 
city bus. It ended with the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
segregation on public buses 
unconstitutional.

King gave his tide-turning 
“I Have A Dream” speech at 
the 1963 March on Wash-
ington for Jobs and Freedom, 
and in 1964 came the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

The Selma to Montgom-
ery marches, following the 

infamous “Bloody Sunday” 
at the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 
followed in 1965. And King 
spent most of the following 
year in Chicago, marking the 
expansion of the civil rights 
battle from the South to 
northern cities, with key ac-
tivists Jackson, James Bevel 
and Al Raby.

King’s mark — while com-
bating racial segregation and 
discrimination in Chicago 
— extended to suburban and 
Downstate Illinois, such as his 
Feb. 10, 1966, speech before 
thousands at the Fred Young 
Fieldhouse of Illinois Wesley-
an University in Blooming-
ton.

Some still debate the suc-
cess of King’s Chicago cam-
paign — Illinois’ largest city 
remains one of the nation’s 
most segregated. But the Chi-
cago Freedom Movement 

inarguably led to the Fair 
Housing Act of 1968, signed 
into law a week after King’s 
assassination.

Jackson, however, says the 
larger quest at the heart of 
the revered leader’s work in 
Chicago also is inarguably 
achieved — empowerment 
and representation, evident in 
the diverse political landscape 
of Illinois, of Chicago and na-
tionwide.

“King’s legacy is the Voting 
Rights Act, which has stood 
the test of time and resis-
tance,” says Jackson.

“Today,” Jackson contin-
ued, “Chicago is the urban 
center with the most U.S. 
senators of color, Carol Mose-
ley Braun, Roland Burris and 
Barack Obama; and the home 
of two African-American 
men who ran for president, 
myself and President Obama. 

In Illinois, we now have an 
African-American lieutenant 
governor. So King’s legacy 
stands tall.

“And on this past Nov. 6, 
his legacy manifested itself in 
the largest number of women 
and minorities ever elected in 
a freshman class of Congress, 
along with statewide candi-
dates. If you look at Stacey 
Abrams’ candidacy for gover-
nor in Georgia, Andrew Gil-
lum’s candidacy for governor 
in Florida and U.S. Senate 
races in Texas and Mississip-
pi, a new South is rising,” adds 
Jackson.

“The gap that was once a 
horizontal gap between black 
and white is now a vertical 
gap of disparity between the 
haves and the have-nots. That, 
more than anything, is the un-
finished business of Dr. King’s 
work.”

dedicated to the Revolution-
ary War soldiers buried in 
Edgar County. They did a 
close inspection and quickly 
concluded the marker located 
on the southeast corner of the 
courthouse lawn needs some 
restoration to keep it attractive 
and preserve it for future gen-
erations. 

This is especially important 
to McHenry and her daughter 
because one of their ancestors, 
Hugh Barr, is listed on the mark-
er. McHenry’s grandmother 
was present as a DAR member 
for the dedication of the stone 
in 1921, which is another rea-
son restoring the marker is 
meaningful to the family. 

McHenry said it is import-
ant the treasures of Edgar 
County’s past and the artifacts 
such as this stone are cherished 
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happen to be close. I did scoop 
a little to reach the goose yard, 
but I am not anxious to scoop 
too much at one time so I fi-
nally got enough snow moved 
to get to the parking area next 
to our garage. 

We made no attempt at 
getting our vehicles out and 
stayed put, watched the 
snow showers, played the 
train game several times and 
even watched some of those 
Hallmark shows. They do get 
a little old when you see one 
three times, however. 

Rosie likes to occupy down 
time by playing Forge of 
Empires on her laptop, and 
I do a little researching and 
writing on the computer and 
throw in a game of sudoku or 
work a puzzle on the comput-
er. One of the most interesting 
things we did was watch the 
comments from people on 
Facebook. 

We saw lots of snowmen 
pictured and whole fami-

ly’s sliding down hills with 
whatever contraptions they 
had and some just dove down 
the slopes head or feet first 
without a saucer or sled. We 
had a lot of well-wishes from 
the snowbirds in the sunny 
south bemoaning how they 
had missed the cold and 
snowy weather and all the fun 
we were having. All I can say is, 
I hope they get sunburned to 
make up for not getting to play 
in the snow. 

It is a real help that we had 
Matt Moss’ crew come and dig 
out our lane Monday morning. 
We had meetings and doctor 
appointments every day in the 
coming week, and we didn’t 
get the car or truck stuck at 
all. We may have had another 
inch or two, but it was hard 
to tell with some of the snow 
shrinking and I had so many 
rabbit and squirrel tracks I 
could hardly find a place to 
measure.

You may have guessed by 

now that Rosie and I love to 
see the ground and trees cov-
ered with snow. We are kind 
of stay at home folks when we 
get a chance. Yes, there is a lot 
of griping about digging out, 
slipping around on the ice and 
the challenges faced by the 
cold and foggy weather, but 
we enjoy it because it doesn’t 
seem to happen as much as it 
used to. 

We also have great snow 
moving equipment and every-
one seems to lend a helping 
hand when needed. Sorry kids, 
no snow days. 

I enjoyed this snow so much 
more than the ones of ’77 
and ’78 because I don’t have 
300 head of hogs to take care 
of. Now, all we have to do is 
anticipate the next snowfall 
this weekend. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 

BY: ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

A large stone on the Edgar 
County Courthouse lawn 
has two bronze tablets listing 
the names of Revolutionary 
War soldiers buried in the 
county.

One marker was dedicated 
in 1921 by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, 
and the DAR dedicated the 
second marker in 1974 after 
research discovered an addi-
tional seven names missing 

from the original tablet.
The names listed on the 

two plaques are: Elijah Aus-
tin, Hugh Barr, James Ben-
son, Gurdin Burnham, Elijah 
Clay, William Combs, John 
Conrey, William Craig, John 
Edmiston, William Gannon 
Sr., Ferrel Hester, Ambrose 
Hotchkiss, William Hurst, 
William James, James Knight 
Sr., William Meadows, Wil-
liam Means, Asa Moore, 
James Mullins, Stephen 
Ogden, George Redmon, 

Jacob (Read) Reed, Dan-
iel Rhodes, Daniel Rowell, 
Wilson Tharp, John Tutwiler 
and Abraham Wood. 

It was later confirmed Asa 
Moore is buried somewhere 
else, but the total is still sig-
nificant.

Patti McHenry, who is 
leading an effort to clean and 
restore the monument, said 
more Revolutionary War 
veterans are buried in Edgar 
County than any other coun-
ty in Illinois.

Edgar County has most Revolutionaries

by the citizens of this area. 
The stone has a bronze plate 

on both the east and west side 
of the boulder. The one on the 
east side was dedicated in 1921 
with the names of 21 soldiers 
on it. The plaque on the west 
side has a list of seven more 
who are buried in the county 
and was placed in 1974. The 
DAR placed both plaques. 

According to research done 
by McHenry, Edgar County 
has more American Revolu-
tionary soldiers interred than 
any other county in Illinois. 
She suspects the reason for 
the large local population of 
Revolutionary War soldiers 
is pioneering families were 
drawn by the rich soil for 
farming.

The inscriptions that accom-
pany the names of the soldiers 
has the DAR symbol on it 
with the Madam Rachel Edgar 
Chapter of Daughters of the 

American Revolution and the 
dates 1921 and 1974. There is 
also this wording on the plaque 
“To the honor and glory of the 
soldiers of the American Revo-
lution who are buried in Edgar 
County.”

McHenry is leading a fund 
drive in conjunction with the 
Edgar County Historical So-
ciety and the DAR to clean 
the stone and bronze tablets. 
A protective coating will be 
placed on the tablets and new 
screws with unique covers for 
the screws will be reinstalled. 
A local monument company 
is doing the work for $1,200 

Donations are welcome 
and can be made in care of the 
Edgar County Historical Soci-
ety, 408 N. Main St., Paris Il., 
61944 as a tax free contribu-
tion. Any questions regarding 
this project or about the DAR 
can be directed to McHenry at 
217-466-5620. 
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RICHLANDTOWN, Pa. 
— The seven women, most in 
wheelchairs, sat in a semicircle 
facing stained-glass windows 
and an altar topped with a 
cross and a statuette of Jesus 
holding a lamb. Underneath 
the draped table was an ark-
shaped container brimming 
with small stuffed animals.

“Spirit Alive,” a weekly 
multisensory worship service 
for people with mid- to late-
stage dementia, was about to 
begin at a United Church of 
Christ-affiliated skilled nurs-
ing center 50 miles north of 
Philadelphia.

The Rev. Jamie Moyer 
carried out the day’s theme 
of creation by leading “He’s 

Got the Whole World in His 
Hands,” holding up pictures 
of colorful flowers and pass-
ing out the soft toys, with each 
woman choosing one to hold.

“God looked at you and 
said, ‘Oh, I created you, Ruth,” 
she said to one resident, as she 
held up a mirror to the wom-
an’s face and went around 
the semicircle to affirm each 
person. “‘I love you very, very 
much.’”

The 45-minute service, held 
at each of Phoebe Ministries’ 
four nursing homes, is one 
example of how faith leaders 
are moving beyond tradition-
al worship services to provide 
a spiritual space for people 
with dementia. Experts say 
retirement communities and 
congregations need to incor-

porate ways of not only caring 
physically for people with de-
mentia but also helping them 
to continue to have a quality 
of life that may include a spiri-
tual dimension.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
estimates that more than 
5.7 million Americans have 
Alzheimer’s. Experts predict 
twice as many Americans 65 
and older will have the disease 
by 2040.

A 2014 review of studies 
of older adults with demen-
tia found those involved in 
spiritual and religious prac-
tices had a better quality of 
life. Phoebe Ministries’ own 
research has shown that resi-
dents with dementia involved 
with the Spirit Alive program 

are more engaged during wor-
ship and reported feeling clos-
er to God.

The day before Moyer’s spe-
cialized sermon on creation, 
Rabbi Beth Janus pulled out 
her guitar in a meeting room 
of an Elkins Park synagogue 
about an hour away and sang 
and strummed songs she 
hoped might spark memories 
around the table.

Joining her for the “Jewish 
Music for the Mind and Soul” 
program were a husband with 
his wife, who had been di-
agnosed with Alzheimer’s a 
couple of years before, and an-
other woman with dementia 
accompanied by her caretaker.

The first woman sang along 
occasionally with selections 
that included Hebrew songs, 

the spiritual “Go Down Mo-
ses” and “Sunrise, Sunset” 
from “Fiddler on the Roof ”; 
she sometimes accompanied 
Janus’ guitar with a blue egg-
shaped shaker. The other 
woman didn’t open her mouth 
to sing but watched Janus in-
tently for much of the hour 
and a half they spent together 
around a table decorated with 
a wine glass, a multi-wick can-
dle and other emblems of Ha-
vdalah, the ceremony marking 
the end of Shabbat.

Karen Avart and her accom-
panying husband, Stewart, are 
members of the congregation 
who attended after receiving 
an email about the Sunday 
midday program. They looked 
forward to returning.

“We’ll be back,” she said, 

adding that she particularly 
liked the melody of “Shalom 
Aleichem,” a song of peace 
traditionally sung by Jews on 
Friday nights as they start the 
Sabbath. “It’s nice.”

Her husband added that he 
enjoyed the gathering, which 
provides a sense of communi-
ty beyond synagogue services 
they occasionally attend.

“If it makes Karen happy, it 
makes me happy ’cause that’s 
my primary goal,” he said.

Janus, whose guitar play-
ing was accompanied by her 
11-year-old son’s tapping on 
an African drum, said her fa-
vorite part of the program is 
reaching people where they 
are, or where they once were.

“I see people who are living 

Bringing worship into dementia

Special to The Prairie Press

People attend Theology at the Bottleworks at the Schlafly Bottleworks microbrewery in Maplewood, Mo., Dec. 19, 2018. The 
Journey megachurch organizes the monthly event as well as well as a partnership with a conservative Jewish synagogue and 
Midrash St. Louis, an arm of the church that includes film screenings and art talks.

Turning 
away from 
what’s holy

“Woe to those who call evil 
good and good evil, who put 
darkness for light and light 
for darkness, who put bitter 
for sweet and sweet for bitter! 
Woe to those who are wise in 
their own eyes, and shrewd in 
their own sight! Woe to those 
who are heroes at drinking 
wine, and valiant men in 
mixing strong drink, who 
acquit the guilty for a bribe, 
and deprive the innocent of 
his right! …they have rejected 
the law of the LORD of hosts, 
and have despised the word of 
the Holy One of Israel.” 

 —Isaiah 5: 20-25 ESV
 
If we didn’t know better 

we would think that a con-
temporary writer penned 

the above 
words 
concern-
ing the 
state of 
America 
today, 
but they 
actually 
were an 
indict-
ment 

against 
a generation of wayward 
people of Israel about 
2,800 years ago. Mankind 
is plagued with a sinful 
depravity that simply 
repeats its errors and illicit 
desires in each succeeding 
generation.  

We have been living in 
a post-Christian society 
for several decades now. 
Whereas the Judeo/
Christian influence was the 
stabilizing ideology that 
underpinned our great Re-
public, we have seen that 
influence waning and being 
defused by the invading in-
flux of multiple world-wide 
religious persuasions and a 
general apostasy away from 
the faith of our fathers.

And so we arrive at 
the present condition 
of America. In today’s 
America, good is called 
evil and evil good. The 
hypocrisy of political 
leadership saying that a 
security wall on our border 
would be immoral, while in 
the same breath confessing 
the procedure of abortion, 
the destruction of unborn 
human babies in the most 
inhuman and barbaric of 
fashions, is not only moral 
but actually a right for all 
women to exercise, frankly 
is appalling.  

The rejection of the 
science of biology, phys-
iology and anatomy in 
favor of people being able 
to gender confess what-
ever they feel is simply 
absurd, not only from a 
scientific position, but also 
from the Judeo/Christian 
worldview. Why’s that? 
Because the Bible teaches 
plainly that God made and 
assigned mankind’s gender 
as - male and female. It’s 
not just looks or feelings, 
its chromosomes and 
DNA. What you are born 

Nairobi 
attack 
kills 14
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NAIROBI, Kenya — 
Kenyan faith leaders have 
joined to condemn a terror-
ist attack in Nairobi that has 
left at least 14 people dead.

Police say six armed mil-
itants stormed into Dusit 
D2, an upscale business 
complex in the typically 
calm Westlands area, on 
Tuesday, Jan. 15. Flames 
and plumes of black smoke 
were seen billowing from 
the parking area after several 
vehicles were blown up.

Al-Shabab, the Soma-
lia-based Islamist militant 
group, said it had carried 
out the attack, according to 
news reports.

Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop Philip Anyolo, chair-
man of the Kenya Catholic 
Bishops Conference, said 
people in Kenya had started 
to believe the period of ter-
ror attacks was over.

“I think this is a wake-up 
call,” Anyolo told Religion 
News Service in a telephone 
interview. “The government 
needs to do more.”

The archbishop urged 
Kenyans to remain strong 
and forge ahead together 
as one united nation. In 
the recent past, observers 
have said the militant group 
wanted to put a wedge be-
tween Christians and Mus-
lims in Kenya.

“I want to appeal to those 
bent on killing their fellow 
human beings to change 
their ways. Human life is sa-
cred,” said Anyolo.

Muslim leaders reiterated 
that such attacks are unac-
ceptable, immoral and in-
consistent with human val-
ues and ethics. They called 
for unity among the citizens 
and the faiths.

“We strongly condemn 
the barbaric and criminal 
tactic of perpetuating vio-
lence against innocent peo-
ple,” said Sheikh Hassan 
Ole Naado, deputy general 
secretary of the Supreme 
Council of Kenya Muslims.

Anglican Archbishop 
Jackson Ole Sapit urged 
Kenyans to be vigilant and 
aware that terrorism is a 
worldwide problem.

“The terrorists have been 
killing people in the name of 
God, but I don’t think there 
is any God who cherishes 
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THEOLOGY IN NEW SETTINGS

The Journey finds a path
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. LOUIS — Darrin Patrick always 
told people he wasn’t perfect.

As founding pastor of The Journey 
church, Patrick  began each year preach-
ing about the 10 mistakes he’d made as 
pastor, says longtime church member 
Bob Oesch.

Oesch found that kind of honesty re-
freshing.

“Pastors don’t do that,” he said.
Patrick’s down-to-earth preaching 

style and transparency helped the church 
grow from a group of 100 people meet-
ing at a community center to a mega-
church of 3,000 meeting in six locations 
— until his mistakes caught up to him.

In 2016, Patrick, who was also a vice 
president of the Acts 29 church planting 
network, was fired from The Journey for 
what church officials said was miscon-
duct, including, “inappropriate meet-
ings, conversations and phone calls with 
two women” and a pattern of sinful con-
duct, including lying, abuse of power and 
lack of self-control.

The Journey’s former pastor is now on 
staff at a megachurch in Charleston, S.C. 
The Journey has moved on, said Oesch.

“My sense of The Journey is that things 
are calm, are organized, that our leader-
ship is committed and that communica-
tion from church leaders has been very 
good lately,” he said.

Attendance is down 14 percent since 
the firing, according to the church.

“We didn’t have a formal process for 
people communicating reasons for leav-
ing, but the consistent feedback we got 
from people that left was that they were 
leaving because Darrin was their main 
connection to The Journey,” Tim Holley, 
the church’s new executive pastor, who 
oversees the entire church, told RNS in 
an email.

At the structural level, the church has 
made changes since Patrick left, Holley 
said.

It formed a leadership team of 14 
people to try to ensure accountability 
from pastors and staff and plurality in 
decision-making so that it is not the top 
pastor alone shaping the church.

The church also increased the number 
of women in director roles.

“We have been intentional in seeking 
to have a diversity of voices speaking into 
who we are as a church and how we go 
about making decisions,” said Holley. “If 
we want to be a church that sees our city 
transformed, then that has to be reflected 
in our leadership.”

In other respects, the church is con-
tinuing on the path that Patrick started, 
and among those who remain, there ap-
pears to be optimism about the future.

On a weeknight in December, a crowd 
made up largely of 20- and 30-year-olds 
packed a backroom of a local microbrew-
ery for “Theology at the Bottleworks,” 
a popular discussion group, to discuss 
loneliness in America.

The moderator started by sharing 
that in 2017 the U.S. surgeon general 
had declared loneliness a public health 
crisis. She then asked for examples from 
pop culture that dealt with such isola-
tion. One person mentioned the mov-
ie “Frozen.” Another talked about the 
book “Bowling Alone.” The conversation 
flowed for more than an hour.

“I’m psyched it’s still going,” said Jon 
Richard, owner of Vertical Voyages, 
a local company that offers tree- and 
rock-climbing experiences. He knew Pat-
rick and briefly had an outdoor ministry 
through The Journey.

Richard is glad to see the church is still 
reaching out.

“I think it’s really important that we di-
alogue and interact with people that are 
different than us,” he said.

That sort of interaction is also taking 
place at the church’s Hanley Road branch 
in St. Louis.

In 2015, The Journey and Kol Rinah, 
a Conservative Jewish synagogue, an-
nounced that they would swap buildings. 
As they renovate, the two congregations 
have shared space and gotten to know 
each other.

“At a time of great national division, in 

a location that represents the historical 
divides still present in St. Louis, these 
two disparate faith bodies are worshiping 
under the same roof, learning from each 
other while being true to their own be-
liefs,” a columnist wrote in the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch.

A Kol Rinah rabbi and Pastor Carlos 
Smith, who leads the Hanley Road con-
gregation, also recently traveled together 
to Israel. Members of both congregations 
filled an auditorium on a Sunday in De-
cember to hear the clergy reflect on their 
trip.

At the weekly service prior to the talk, 
Smith described a childhood in Detroit 
when there were times where there was, 
“a little more month than there was mon-
ey.” One day on the city bus home from 
school, when he and his infant sister did 
not have any money, he found $40 on a 
seat.

That raised some ethical questions, 
said Smith. Should he keep the money 
and use it to feed the family? Or turn it 
in?

“I just say, ‘In God we trust,’” Smith 
said to applause and laughter. “And Jesus 
put some food on me and my sister’s ta-
ble that night. Let me tell you something: 
I don’t care where you are or what you’re 
doing, you have a God that will provide 
for your physical needs.”

Sarah Gentry, a counselor at a non-
profit child welfare agency, said Smith 
has given the congregation, “new energy, 
giving new vision and focus.”

“We have had some good leaders in 
the past, and I think he is trying to carry 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Journey, a megachurch in and around St. Louis, Mo., has six locations around 
the metro area including four in Missouri and two in Illinois. 

See MEGA, Page 6B

Spirituality is important to Alzheimer’s patients’ quality of life; leaders find creative ways to engage elderly

JAN. 20  PARIS CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP MEETS

The Paris Christian Youth 
Fellowship (PCYF) ecumenical 
youth group meets 1-3 p.m.  
Sunday, Jan. 20, at Twin Lakes 
Roller Rink. All junior high and 
senior high youth are invited to 
attend. Those attending need 
$5 for admission and money 
for snacks. Devotions will be 
included. More information is 
available by calling 822-4680.

GRACE NOTES
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on some of that vision but 
also create a new one” in 
their new home in Univer-
sity City, she said.

The theology discus-
sions at Bottleworks are 
part of a larger initiative 
called Midrash St. Louis, 
an arm of the church that 
includes film screenings 
and art talks. The idea is 
to, “provide conversations 
that matter,” according 
to the Midrash St. Louis 
website.

The church is also still 
heavily involved in Mis-
sion St. Louis, a nonprofit 
ministry that aims to end 
poverty in the city.

Patrick, “established 
the DNA of being an out-
ward-facing church, with 
an intentionality of saying 
that we want this to be 
about the communities 
that we’re in and wanting 
to seek the good of those 
communities,” said Hol-
ley.

When the church elders 
fired Patrick, they con-
nected him with Pastor-
Serve, an organization that 
helps clergy and congrega-
tions in such situations. In 
the letter, the elders wrote 
they, “love Darrin deeply 
and have committed to a 
long-term plan of person-
al restoration for him and 
devoted care for his fami-
ly.”

Patrick confessed to his 
misdeeds and wrote in a 
letter that accompanied 
the church’s that he was, 
“utterly horrified by the 
depth of my sin and devas-
tated by the terrible effects 
of it on myself, my family 
and so many others, in-
cluding all of you.”

He has since become a 
teaching pastor at Seacoast 
Church and continues to 
have more than 43,000 
followers on Twitter. He 
and Seacoast leaders de-
clined to be interviewed, 
but a spokesman wrote in 
an email that, “We love 
having Darrin as a part of 
the Seacoast family and 
are excited to see what 
God does through him.”

with dementia sing and I 
know that they’re access-
ing some part of their brain 
that we don’t normally see,” 
said Janus, a freelance rabbi 
who co-created the program 
with her mother-in-law, who 
struggles with language due 
to her dementia. Janus said 
her mother-in-law has magi-
cal moments when she claps 
and sings to familiar songs.

Experts say forms of de-
mentia such as Alzheimer’s 
tend to damage the portions 
of the brain that help people 
retain recent memories but 
may allow them to maintain 
the long-term memories that 
include favorite tunes and 
prayers.

Janus offered the pilot 
program for three Sundays 
in November at Beth Sho-
lom Congregation and has 
continued it in the following 
months.

“I think it makes you feel 
good, makes you feel differ-
ent,” said Dolores Simmons, 
in an interview after holding 
a stuffed mouse during the 

Spirit Alive service. Asked 
what she meant by different, 
she said: “Blessed, a little on 
the religious side.”

The Rev. Scott Brooks-
Cope, director of pastoral 
care services for Phoebe Min-
istries, said researchers have 
assessed the program with 
a tool often used to measure 
participation of people with 
dementia. They found results 
that reflected what Simmons 
reported.

“Folks who were involved 
in Spirit Alive programs versus 
being involved in traditional 
worship services were much 
more participative,” he said. 
“They were engaged, they 
smiled more, they slept less.”

Susan McFadden, profes-
sor emeritus of psychology at 
the University of Wisconsin, 
Oshkosh, said other schol-
ars have studied religion and 
dementia and found that 
sustaining a connection with 
worship and congregation-
al life is a key contributor to 
quality of life for people with 
dementia because they can 
still feel valued.

“They get greeted by peo-
ple; they get hugs,” said Mc-

Fadden, co-author of “Aging 
Together: Dementia, Friend-
ship and Flourishing Com-
munities.” “The music, the 
Scripture, all of that is still 
going to be meaningful to 
them.”

Some facilities encourage 
the use of visual arts as they 
work with residents with cog-
nitive challenges.

“Art is a way, particularly 
for people with dementia, 
to express themselves when 
they’ve lost their words,” said 
the Rev. Rebecca Church, 
director of pastoral services 
at Wesley Manor, a United 
Methodist-affiliated retire-
ment community in Louis-
ville, Ky.

She recalled a United 
Methodist minister, newly di-
agnosed with dementia, who 
participated in her “Where 
Art Meets the Heart” group. 
He drew a tree and painted 
it black to show it had been 
burned.

“As he explained it, the 
tree has been struck by light-
ning but there’s still growth 
because the roots are deep,” 
Church said of the man, who 
died several years ago.

FIRST MID DONATES ITEMS

Special to The Prairie Press

First Mid Bank & Trust recently donated an array of baby items to Choices Pregnancy & Health. In 
addition, a monetary gift was also made to assist in updating the Earn While You Learn parenting 
curriculum. Left to right, Melissa Tovey, First Mid Bank; Sue Sheeran, Choices Pregnancy & Health; 
and Andrew Garvin, First Mid Bank.

the killing of innocent peo-
ple,” said Ole Sapit, while urg-
ing people to offer support to 
those affected.

“Hospitals are asking for 
blood. Let’s go there and 
offer support to our fellow 
citizens,” he said. “Let’s be in 
prayer.”

As he announced the end 
of the security operation on 
the attack, President Uhuru 
Kenyatta said Wednesday that 
the country is grieving.

“This morning my heart, 
and that of every Kenyan, 
goes out to the innocent men 
and women violated by sense-
less violence,” said Kenyatta.

The complex, which hosts 
banks and international 

ATTACK
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6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Parish Hall

528 N. Main Street, Paris

$20/couple - $5 each additional child
Tickets available at the door the 

night of the event
Get your Princess makeover (hair, makeup, nails) 

and other activities 9 a.m. to noon in the Paris 
High School Den by emailing for an appointment 
to: hseatonteach@gmail.com by January 25th.

Then come share a fun-filled evening with 
your Princess(es) at St Mary’s!!!

Finger Foods • DJ Music • Dancing

Third Annual

Photos
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 9, 2019

1218 N. Main Street • Paris, IL  • 217.466.1610

Sunday Brunch
OPEN 7 days a week! 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Now taking reservations
for Valentine’s Day!

Rocky’s back....new menu coming soon!

8 a.m. to 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 includes drink
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $8.99 includes drink

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Freshside 
& 

Bacon
$4.29/lb
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It seems that we are 
bombarded almost daily with 
one crazy idea or notion after 
another. As people rejected 
the absolute truth that exists 
in God’s word, we as a nation 
have become susceptible to 
any lie or twisted notion that 

depravity creates. Just when 
you think it cannot get any 
worse, you see or hear some-
thing even more bizarre.  

Like Israel of old, we think 
we have all the answers. We 
are given over to the drunken 
vices and devastation created 
by love of alcohol and drugs. 
We have lost our ability to 
discern right from wrong and 
are willing to sell out anyone 
or any standard for the right 
price, and the most vulner-
able amongst us (like the 
innocent children, the aged 
and the poor) are deprived of 
basic rights to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.  

Not only do we reject the 
counsel of God, we actually 
have begun to despise the 
precepts of God’s eternal 
word. And we are paying a 
horrendous price for our 
willful self-absorption.

The rebellion fueled by 
our depravity has taken 
this country from being the 
greatest nation that has ever 
existed on this Earth to a 
culture of argumentation 
and law suits over every issue 
imaginable, and tottering 
upon the precipice of self 
destruction.  

Our most dangerous ene-
mies are not foreign, though 

there are many of them 
waiting to leap upon us as 
their prey if they could. Our 
greatest enemy is moral and 
spiritual decay that is eating 
away at our nation’s inner 
being. Our collective soul as 
a people is in danger of com-
plete and utter collapse. We 
are living perhaps in the most 
perilous time in our young 
nation’s existence.  

Woe unto us if we fail to 
heed the lessons that history 
is declaring to us. Woe unto 
us if we don’t stop and turn 
around in our reckless plunge 
away from truth and Al-
mighty God into the morass 
of humanism, progressivism 
and moral relativism.  

The Lord God said woe. 
This expression can be of 
grief, and it can be indigna-
tion. In America’s case, as 
you and I decide for either 
truth or the lie, we have a lot 
of regret and sorrow on our 
horizon, unless we repent 
and return to seeing things 
the way God sees them.  

 (Jack Hoffman is the senior 
pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
by the Paris Ministerial Fel-
lowship.)

company offices, is in a part 
of Nairobi that is typically 
more secure. Expatriates 
frequent the luxury hotel in 
the complex.

Nairobi had not experi-
enced any attacks since five 
years ago, when al-Shabab was 
blamed for a series of attacks 
in the city as well as Mombasa 
and Garissa. Apart from the 
northeastern province and 
the coastal region of Lamu, 
the rest of the country had re-
mained peaceful.

Police Commissioner Jo-
seph Boinnet said the assail-
ants attacked the complex 
about 3 p.m. Tuesday and left 
multiple injuries in addition to 
the dead.

Scenes of people fleeing 
with smoke and fire in the 
background brought back 

memories of the bloody 2013 
al-Shabab terror attack on 
Westgate, an upscale shopping 
mall in the same area. More 
than 67 people were killed in 
that attack and more than 200 
injured.

The attack coincided with 
the third anniversary of anoth-
er deadly one in the southern 
Somalia town of El Adde in 
which al-Shabab overran a 
Kenya Defense Forces camp. 
The death toll from the attack 
was estimated at 140 soldiers.

Kenya has faced a series 
of attacks since 2011, when 
the East African nation sent 
troops to Somalia to fight the 
militant group. In 2015, an 
attack at Garissa University 
College in northeastern Ken-
ya killed 148 people, mainly 
Christian students.
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Want to reduce the risk of dementia 
in older age? Move as much as you can.

We’ve all heard about techniques to 
get us more physically active — take 
the stairs, park the car a bit further 
from your destination, get up and 
march in place for a minute or two 
when standing or sitting at a desk.

Now a study finds even simple 
housework like cooking or cleaning 
may make a difference in brain health 
in our 70s and 80s.

“Exercise is an inexpensive way to 
improve health and our study shows 
it may have a protective effect on the 
brain,” says Aron S. Buchman with 
Rush University Medical Center in 
Chicago, who led the study.

Previous research found just 45 min-
utes of walking three days a week ac-
tually increased brain volume among 
individuals 65 and older.

The new study, published Wednes-
day in the online issue of “Neurology,” 
is unique because Buchman was able to 
analyze the actual brains of study par-
ticipants. The findings are a great thank 
you to the participants who agreed to 
donate their brains for research after 
death, he says.

The study looked at 454 older adults 
who were 70 or older when the re-
search began. Of those adults, 191 had 
behavioral signs of dementia and 263 
did not. All were given thinking and 
memory tests every year for 20 years.

In the last years of research before 
death, each participant wore an activ-
ity monitor called an accelerometer, 
similar to a Fitbit, which measured 
physical activity around the clock — 
everything from small movements 
such as walking around the house to 
more vigorous movements like exer-
cise routines. Researchers collected 
and evaluated 10 days of movement 
data for each participant and calculat-
ed an average daily activity score.

The findings show that higher lev-

els of daily movement were linked to 
better thinking and memory skills, as 
measured by the yearly cognitive tests. 
And when Buchman analyzed brain 
tissue under a microscope, this find-
ing turned out to be the case even for 
individuals with at least three signs of 
Alzheimer’s disease, such as amyloid 
plaques and neurofibrillary tangles. 
Even though these individuals might 
have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, 
30 percent of them had normal cogni-
tion at death, says Buchman.

Why one person shows signs of de-
mentia and another, who has similar 
degenerative changes in the brain, does 
not, is a mystery. But Buchman says 
the new findings suggest that phys-
ical activity may be protective, even 
amidst developing Alzheimer’s. It sort 
of masks the symptoms, he says, and is 
an empowering finding suggesting you 
can have some control over your brain 

health even if you don’t have control 
over developing Alzheimer’s.

“It’s almost as if the physical ac-
tivity was helping the brain to by-
pass the physical damage,” says Tim 
Church, a preventive medicine spe-
cialist with Pennington Biomedical 
Research Center at Louisiana State 
University who was not involved in 
the research. “It appears that physi-
cal activity was critical to creating a 
reserve that protects against those 
physical damages.”

And, while intense activity and ex-
ercise is highly beneficial, even light 
activity can make a difference, says 
Buchman. “As long as you have some 
activity and you’re moving, wheth-
er you’re chopping onions, typing, 
sweeping the floor or even running,” 
you can reduce your risk of cognitive 
decline.
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Short-term 
resolutions 
bring more 
success

I don’t know about you, 
but I have been making 
New Year’s Resolutions 

for more 
than half 
of my 41 
years, with 
very little 
ongoing 
success. 
Research 
suggests 
that about 
half of 
Ameri-
cans make 

resolutions, but only 8 
percent actually achieve 
them. Congrats to you 8 
percent.

I always start out 
strong and follow all of 
the recommended steps. 
I think about what I want 
to change. I write out my 
goals and objectives in a 
measureable way. 

I make charts to track 
my progress. Sometimes 
I journal, sometimes I 
use an app on my phone. 
But inevitably, usually by 
mid-March, I’ve stopped 
reviewing my goals and 
logging my progress.  

This does not mean that 
I haven’t had some success 
along the way. I read the 
Bible cover to cover two 
years ago. I consistently 
drink eight glasses of water 
each day. But for all the 
planning, I’ve still not 
attained the majority of 
my goals — I’m not thin; I 
don’t have a huge nest egg; 
and my house isn’t perfect-
ly clean and organized.

This year, I thought long 
and hard about resolutions 
– whether to even bother 
this year and if so, what 
should I focus on? I’ve 
seen where some people 
just focus on one word – 
family, faith, love – some-
thing of their choosing 
and they try to improve 
that aspect of their life. 
Sounds good, but I need 
something more measur-
able.

I decided I am going 
to focus on more attain-
able goals and only make 
them for one month at a 
time. I’m thinking if I can 
accomplish 8-10 short-
term goals each month, I 
can make some headway 
throughout the year. 

For instance, in January 
I am going to re-join the 
Rec Center. Check. I am 
also going to exercise 
once per week. It may not 
sound like much, but I 
can accomplish it and feel 
good about it. I can also 
add more days per week in 
future months.  

I am going to clean 
out our basement and 
organize it before I move 
our Christmas decora-
tions back downstairs. I’m 
halfway done now and feel 
good about the progress 
we’ve made and gotten 
some exercise hauling stuff 
up the stairs as well.

While it is important 
to make goals to improve 
our health, finances and 
households, it is also 
important to improve the 
quality of our relation-
ships. 

If you suspect you may 
be spending too much 
time on social media, your 
goal could be to take a 
social media vacation for 
a day.  

ALLISON
WILLIAMS
BEE WELL  
OF EDGAR COUNTY

See WILLIAMS, Page 8B

Hepatitis A confirmed here
Frequent hand washing with soap a good defense for those not in high-risk category
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

After avoiding an outbreak 
of hepatitis A in other parts of 
the country, the viral liver in-
fection has appeared in Edgar 
County.

The Edgar County Health 
Department confirmed four 
cases in December and the 
numbers are on the increase.

“We are continuing to have 
positives,” said Jean McConk-
ey, director of nursing for the 
Edgar County Health Depart-
ment.

She said hepatitis A is high-
ly contagious but the virus 
is only transmitted through 
direct contact. It is not an 

airborne disease like a cold, 
which depends on the in-
fected individual randomly 
spreading the disease to oth-
ers by coughing and sneezing.  

While some sources sen-
sationalize the spread of hep-
atitis A because of it’s close 
association with illicit drug 
use and men having sex with 
other men, McConkey said 
that is only a couple of meth-
ods for how the disease can 
spread. People may still be 
exposed and get infected even 
if they don’t engage in high-
risk activities. The disease can 
spread through heterosexual 
relations if one of the partners 
is infected.

Other common methods 
of transmission are sharing 
eating utensils, drinking after 
someone, sharing a cigarette 
and also touching common 
objects like doorknobs. The 
riskiest situations are for 
those living in close proximity 
with an infected person and 
sharing a bathroom.

McConkey said hepatitis 
A is a fecal contagion and 
people who are infected and 
fail to wash their hands after 
a bowel movement can con-
taminate a variety of objects, 
including food. 

“Like with all viral infec-
tions it is so important for 
everyone to wash their hands 

well,” she said.
It is possible to have hep-

atitis A and be unaware of it. 
The symptoms of fever, fa-
tigue, loss of appetite, nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal pain, 
dark urine, clay-colored bow-
el movements and joint pain 
are similar to those of intesti-
nal flu.

“The only difference is 
jaundice and not everyone 
gets jaundice,” said McCon-
key. “Because people think 
they have the flu, they don’t 
seek treatment.”

Hepatitis symptoms usu-
ally persist longer than flu 
symptoms and another tell-
tale sign is abdominal pain 

that tends to be localized to 
the upper right of the abdo-
men where the liver is located. 
But McConkey warned that is 
not always the case and some 
people may have a difficult 
time discerning if the pain is 
stronger in that location than 
elsewhere in the abdomen.

A long incubation period of 
14 to 28 days after exposure 
to the hepatitis A virus un-
til a person starts exhibiting 
symptoms is another compli-
cation for public health offi-
cials. McConkey said people 
with the virus are considered 
infectious for two weeks be-
fore they show symptoms and 

See HEPATITIS, Page 8B

Horizon 
Health
welcomes
provider  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

An Illinois native has 
joined the staff at Horizon 
Health’s dermatology de-

partment.
A n g i e 

H a m i l -
ton, fam-
ily nurse 
p r a c t i -
t i o n e r , 
and her 
staff   wel-

comed Joy Williams, as a 
new provider to the de-
partment.

Together, Hamilton and 
Williams, who also is a 
family nurse practitioner, 
offer comprehensive treat-
ments for diseases and 
conditions affecting the 
skin, hair and nails.

 “The addition of Joy 
will help us meet a growing 
need for dermatology ser-
vices in this area and allow 
us to bolster our program 
with additional services in 
2019,” Hamilton said. “I 
ask everyone to join me in 
welcoming her to our com-
munity.”

Williams became a fami-
ly nurse practitioner in July 
2015. She has been a regis-
tered nurse since 2008 and 
has experience as a derma-
tology nurse.

 “Dermatology is my 
passion,” Williams said. 
“We have a great team at 
Horizon Health and I’m 
excited to be here.”

Prior to joining Horizon 
Health, Williams provid-
ed dermatology services 
for children and adults at 
a clinic in Olympia, Wash. 
Her experience includes 
working as part of a team 
for a medical weight loss 
program and providing 
primary care for U.S. veter-
ans/active duty personnel 
in Galesburg.

Williams has a master’s 
degree in nursing from the 
University of Illinois-Chi-
cago. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from 
Methodist College of 
Nursing in Peoria and an 
associates of science de-
gree from Illinois Central 
College in East Peoria.

She was raised in Hanna 
City, a small rural commu-
nity outside Peoria.

WILLIAMS

See PROVIDER, Page 8B

Dermatology Dept. 
expands to provide 
more services

SIMPLE HOUSEWORK MAY DELAY DEMENTIA SIGNS 

Special to The Prairie Press

Even something as simple as chopping up food on a regular basis can be enough exercise to help protect older people from 
showing signs of dementia, a new study suggests. 

Exercise boosts brain health

Special to The Prairie Press

Exercise — like the SilverSneakers is a fitness program for seniors included with 
many Medicare Advantage plans. SilverSneakers helps millions of people on Medi-
care defy the odds, shatter stereotypes and answer every challenge with, “I can do 
this!” Membership includes access to every participating gym and fitness center 
in the network. In Edgar County, The REC and Anytime Fitness participate in the 
program.

See BRAIN, Page 8B
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For more information, call 217-466-4340 or visit MyHorizonHealth.org. 

MORE HOME (LESS HOSPITAL)

Doctors and patients agree: when it comes to recovering from 

an illness, injury, or surgery, there is no place like home. That’s 

why Horizon Health has a rehabilitation team dedicated to 

getting you home sooner. Whether you have a procedure in 

town or out, our team will make your transitions as smooth as 

possible. Get more home and less hospital with Horizon Health. 

Rehab to Home at Horizon Health 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

111 South Walnut • Oakland, IL 
 Find us on Facebook!

Don’t stress over your loved one’s safety and well 
being this winter. Let our wonderful staff provide 

safety and excellent care while you mentally relax! We 
provide home cooked meals, housekeeping, individual 
laundry service, as well as daily assistance as need-
ed , all at an affordable price! With only 13 individual 
apartments, you will feel like part of the family in our 
wonderful home.  Stop in for a tour and see for your-

self! Guarantee you will fall in love and have total confi-
dence  in our staff! http://the-oaks-manor.business.site

The Oaks Manor

Senior Apartments

217-346-2042

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

JUSTIN L. WOOD
Farm Real Estate Broker

455 North Main Street • Decatur, IL 62523
Cell 217-232-9664

jlwood25@gmail.com
www.soycapitalag.com

A DIVISION OF SOY CAPITAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

2 for 
$7

YOUR
CHOICE! Battery Terminal Cleaner (13 oz.)

Battery Terminal Protector (11.75 oz)

Start with
SAVINGS!

Mac’s

If you feel like your friend-
ships have devolved into 
clicking like on Facebook 
posts, your goal could be to 
actually call a friend or better 
yet, see them in person.  

Make sure you give your 
child a hug each day. Call 

your mom more.
Your goals don’t always 

have to be so serious. You 
could have a goal to watch 
the 20 top-rated movies on 
Netflix or read all of Tom 
Clancy’s novels in order. 
Check out every park in your 
community. 

Take 10 minutes each day 
to just be still and reflect. 

Walk your dog on a new 
route. Try a new restaurant. 
Smile at a stranger every 
day. Sit and talk to an elderly 
person. 

Do something that makes 
you feel good.

Hopefully by the end of 
2019, you will feel like you 
have enjoyed yourself more 
and that you feel better as a 

person both inside and out.
(Alison Williams is Director 

of Behavioral Health at the 
Human Resources Center of 
Edgar and Clark Counties. 
Email her at Alison.Williams@
hrcec.org. This column is 
provided by Bee Well of Edgar 
County as part of the coalition’s 
mission to make Edgar County 
a healthier place to live.)

WILLIAMS
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are unaware they are sick to 
about a week after the signs 
manifest.

“It is recommended for 
those testing positive not to 
return to work for two weeks 
after the diagnosis,” McConk-
ey said.

While many people may 
contract hepatitis A and go 
through the ill period without 
any undue consequences, that 
is not the situation for all. 

McConkey referred to in-
formation released by the 
Center for Disease Control 
confirming there are usually 
no long-term complications 
but about 10 percent of those 
infected experience a relapse 

within six months. It is rare, 
but some people have expe-
rienced liver failure as a result 
of hepatitis A and require a 
liver transplant.

She recommended those 
who believe they are in a 
high-risk category for expo-
sure contact a physician or the 
health department for consul-
tation. 

“Someone with the active 
symptoms should go to the 
emergency room, because 
they are also likely dehydrat-
ed,” she said.

A vaccine is available 
through the health depart-
ment for those who do not 
test positive. The $80 fee is 
billable to health insurance 
or is an out-of-pocket for 
those without insurance. The 

health department can also 
test for hepatitis A if some-
one believes they have been 
exposed. 

That costs $23, which is 
again billable to insurance or 
is an out-of-pocket expense 
for those lacking health insur-
ance.

Health privacy laws pre-
vent McConkey from re-
vealing how the disease got 
a foothold in Edgar County, 
but the health department is 
working to get ahead of it by 
reaching out to those who are 
most likely exposed to the 
virus.

“We know who those peo-
ple are through our investi-
gation, and they can get the 
vaccination for free,” she said.

Decontamination of sol-

id surfaces is possible with a 
solution mixing 1 2/3 cups 
of bleach to one gallon of wa-
ter. The solution needs to be 
applied and allowed to sit for 
a few minutes before rinsing 
with water.

Bed linens and other cloth 
items can be treated in the 
washing machine using deter-
gent as part of the pre-wash 
and setting the wash tempera-
ture as hot as possible. 

Toys can either go through 
a hot cycle in the dishwash-
er or rinsed with the bleach 
solution. 

McConkey stressed the 
best defense against any viral 
infection –cold, flu or hepati-
tis A – is the frequent, soapy 
and thorough washing of 
hands.

HEPATITIS
FROM PAGE 7B
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 “I like rural and small 
towns. They are often med-
ically underserved and have 
a higher need for healthcare 

services, such as dermatolo-
gy,” Williams explained.

In her spare time, Williams 
enjoys reading, being out-
doors, traveling and spending 
time with family, friends and 
her dogs.

The findings are impres-
sive, says research scientist 
Carl Cotman, director of the 
Institute for Brain Aging and 
Dementia at the University 
of California, Irvine, show-
ing that physical activity 
may, “offset the ill effects of 
brain degeneration.” 

He adds that lifestyle in-
terventions such as an in-
crease in physical activity 

and movement can be pow-
erful even in the presence of 
disease. Cotman was not in-
volved in the research.

But exactly how the pro-
tective effect may work is 
unclear. 

Buchman says the current 
findings are a great start but 
he hopes to look more close-
ly at participant’s brains to 
measure different proteins 
and try to identify which 
ones might link physical ac-
tivity to better cognition.

There are some caveats to 
the study. The findings do 
not show clear cause and ef-
fect. Study participants with 
dementia had significantly 
lower indications of move-
ment compared to those 
without dementia. It may be 
possible that as people lose 
memory and thinking skills, 
they also reduce their phys-
ical activity.

And the study did not 
have data on how active 
participants were over the 

course of their lives. 
It could be that older 

adults who moved more 
were also lifelong exercisers 
so it’s not known if physical 
activity in early life may have 
played a role.

While previous research 
suggests that people may be 
able to beat back demen-
tia with exercise, Buchman 
acknowledges that, “more 
studies are needed to deter-
mine if moving more is truly 
beneficial to the brain.”

BRAIN
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WIC still active despite shutdown
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) program 
administered by the Edgar 
County Health Department 
remains viable and in ser-
vice, at least for the time be-
ing.

WIC is a federally funded 
program through the United 
State Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) providing 
services to pregnant, postpar-
tum and breastfeeding wom-

en, infants and children up to 
the age of five, who meet in-
come guidelines. Recipients 
get assistance to purchase 
infant cereal, iron-fortified 
adult cereal, vitamin C-rich 
fruit or vegetable juice, eggs, 
milk, cheese, peanut but-
ter, dried and canned bean/
peas, canned fish, soy-based 
beverages, tofu, fruits and 
vegetables, baby foods, 
whole-wheat bread and other 
whole-grain food.

While WIC emphasizes the 

importance of breast-feeding, 
the program does provide 
iron-fortified infant formula 
for women who decide not to 
breast-feed.

The USDA is one the fed-
eral agencies that went into 
shut down mode following 
the failure of President Don-
ald Trump and the Congress 
to reach an agreement for 
the general funding of gov-
ernment because of Trump’s 
insistence for money to 
build a wall on the U.S.-Mex-

ican border.
A Jan. 14 memo from the 

Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services assures WIC 
providers in the state that 
money from a previous ap-
propriation remains avail-
able to keep the program 
going for a little longer. 

“We should be good un-
til February,” said Jean Mc-
Conkey of the Edgar County 
Health Department. “Hope-
fully, the government can get 
something done by then.”

Flu vaccine is good match this season
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Since October, millions of 
Americans have gotten the 
flu. And while it’s not 100 
percent effective, the best bet 
to avoid the virus is to get the 
flu vaccine.

The good news is this sea-
son’s vaccine is a good match 

for the virus strains in circu-
lation, according to new data 
from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC).

That means those vaccinat-
ed against the flu, are likely to 
be well-protected.

The CDC reports as of Jan. 
5, 30 states have seen wide-

spread flu activity, with 17 
showing regional activity.

Between 6 and 7 million 
people have gotten sick with 
the flu. 

About half of those sought 
medical care for their illness 
and up to 84,000 have been 
hospitalized because of the 
flu.

Each year, several flu vi-
ruses can be in circulation at 
the same time. Some cause 
more severe illness than oth-
ers.

The exact strains present 
change from year to year. So 
scientists design the flu vac-
cine to protect against the 
three or four strains of in-
fluenza virus most likely to 
cause illness during the up-
coming flu season.

This prediction is based 
on:
nInformation about how 

the viruses spread during the 
past year and which previous 
virus strains caused the most 
illness
nHow well the previous 

season’s flu vaccine matched 
the viruses in circulation

Information about the vi-
ruses comes from year-round 
testing of influenza virus 
samples taken from patients 
in over 100 countries. These 
countries include many in the 
Southern Hemisphere where 
the seasonal flu season often 
peaks from July to Septem-
ber — weeks to months be-
fore flu season in the United 
States.

This season’s flu shot con-
tains four strains, in what’s 
known as a quadrivalent vac-
cine.

The effectiveness of the flu 
vaccine depends in part on 
how well the viruses included 
in the vaccine match what’s in 
circulation.

During the past two sea-
sons, the vaccine was about 
40 percent effective, accord-
ing to the CDC.

In the 2010-11 season, it 
was 60 percent effective. But 
in 2004-05, it was only 10 
percent effective.
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. One-time money in Spain
 8. “Got _ __ of one”
13. Set a framework for
14. Cover with drops of water
15. One who does something 
for a living
19. Germanium
20. An enclosure for confining 
livestock
21. Locks a door
22. Buddy
23. Supplement with difficulty
24. Not moving
25. Islamic unit of weight
26. Warmers
30. Hindu queen
31. Border river near Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
32. Analyzed
33. Caps
34. Pastime
35. Contrary belief
38. Walking devices
39. Accustom to something 
unpleasant
40. Singing methods
44. Shouts of farewell
45. Hand (Spanish)
46. Small constellation
47. Cardinals are this
48. Gives a hoot
49. Chatter incessantly
50. Thallium
51. Making very hot
55. Hours (Spanish)
57. Remove completely
58. Eyeglasses

59. Rubbed clean

Clues Down
 1. Blues Traveler frontman
 2. Found it!
 3. Killed
 4. A helper to Santa
 5. Male fashion accessory
 6. Autonomic nervous system
 7. US Attorney General
 8. Greek sophist
 9. The world of the dead 
(Norse myth.)
10. Excessive and dangerous 
dose
11. One who receives a legacy

12. Brooded
16. Hindu warrior king
17. Used to anoint
18. One point east 
(clockwise) of due north
22. Connecting part of the 
brain stem
25. Most uncommon
27. Do-nothings
28. Emerge
29. Neat
30. Herb of tropical Asia
32. Reviews poorly
34. Waterproof overshoes
35. Fireplace floors

CROSSWORD

36. Surround
37. Regretted
38. One who whips
40. Ticket price
41. Calming
42. Citrus fruit
43. Drooped
45. An explorer’s necessity
48. Speak profanely
51. Pouch
52. A type of date (abbr.)
53. Away from
54. Large beer
56. Once more

eclipse since April 2015 and 
will not see another until 
May 26, 2022. There are 
usually two lunar eclipses 
per year but most are partial 
and often on the other side 
of the Earth. This time 
there is perfect alignment, 
which is known in science as 
syzygy.

The Earth’s shadow is the 
umbra. Sunday night the 
moon will start out full and 
bright then at 9:34 p.m. the 
moon will just touch the 
umbra and a small corner 

on the lower left side will 
disappear. The moon will 
continue moving into the 
umbra and will be totally 
in the shadow at 10:41 p.m. 
Totality continues until 
11:43 p.m. when the moon 
starts exiting the shadow. 
The eclipse is over at 12:51 
a.m. 

During the hour of total-
ity, the moon will probably 
have a dull red color. There 
will be no sunlight direct-
ly hitting the moon but 
some light will refract, or 
bend through, the Earth’s 
atmosphere like a lens. Red 
light refracts the most and 

will bathe the moon in a 
red glow making it a blood 
moon. 

The earliest record of a 
lunar eclipse was Jan. 29, 
1137 B.C., and the reference 
was found in the Chinese 
book “Zhou-Shu” discov-
ered in the tomb of a king. 
For 3000 years, astronomers 
have charted and been able 
to predict lunar eclipses. The 
events have typically been 
seen as evil omens by those 
trying to make spiritual 
interpretations.

Today’s knowledge of 
the Earth and moon orbits 
are well known but not 100 

percent exact. Models are 
continually being refined, 
and regular citizens can 
help add to the knowledge. 
Astronomers are asking for 
observations of the timing 
and lunar brightness during 
the eclipse. 

People can go online and 
look up Sky & Telescope 
magazine then search for the 
article “Useful Projects for 
a Lunar Eclipse.” It details 
how to assign a brightness 
rating but more important 
is a chart of predicted times 
the shadow will touch spe-
cific craters on the moon. 

Astronomers need 

SULLIVAN
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observers to submit times 
they see the shadow touch 
specific craters. Use binoc-
ulars and a cell phone to 
record the time the shadow 
touches the crater. Scientists 
will combine thousands 
of observations to within 
a couple seconds of what 
happened. The combined 
data table can be interpolat-
ed to give specific times and 
using more precise times 
will refine the models.

By design, science is 
self-correcting. The coming 
holiday commemorates 
a man of moral fiber who 
valued science. Martin 

Luther King Jr. wrote, “Sci-
ence investigates; religion 
interprets. Science gives 
man knowledge, which is 
power; religion gives man 
wisdom, which is control. 
Science deals mainly with 
facts; religion deals mainly 
with values. The two are not 
rivals.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curricu-
lum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

“OK, hon,” he replied.
When she completed 

ironing chores a few min-
utes later, her first impulse 
was to check on his cooking 
progress. Normally, bacon 
sizzling in the skillet produces 
a delightful aroma that whets 
one’s appetite.

“Dave, is there something 
wrong?” she asked. “What 
smells like burnt fingernail 
polish?”

“Six slices of fresh bacon, 
hon. They’re almost done. 
Why do you ask?”

“It doesn’t smell right,” she 
said, looking at a frightful 
mess. “Why is the bacon so 
yellow in color?”

“Well, I kinda wondered 
that myself,” Dave countered. 
“It must be the cooking oil”

Brilliant comment. So aptly 
correct. The so-called cooking 

oil was from a silver can with 
a yellow top. The can’s con-
tent was yellow spray paint.

“You sprayed this on the 
skillet?”

“Well, yes, I thought it was 
cooking oil.”

“It’s paint, you bozo. 
Deadly poison if consumed. 
Duh-h-h. Not only that, but 
you’ve ruined the bacon and 
destroyed the skillet.”

There were more words 
spoken, needless to say, but 
I’ll end the story at this point.  

Dave hasn’t offered to cook 
any more, nor has his wife 
suggested that he do so. In his 
field of computer technology, 
he’s been impressive, earning 
a promotion and pay raise. 
That’s the subject he prefers 
to discuss.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

Facebooker, be advised of my 
capability, yea, inclination, 
to engage in less-than-civil 
exchanges. You get pulled in, 
and find yourself telling Jane: 
“If you do not want to Make 
America Great Again, go, uh, 
to Russia, or, uh, Philadelphia.”

On several occasions, I was 
aroused from my slumbers, 
yelling, “Lock her up. Lock 
her up.” And this occurred, 
despite the fact that I voted for 

Clinton. 
Eventually, my wife will 

come to my aid; set me right 
on Facebook, and take out 
another million dollar life 
insurance policy.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. 
He recently started writing 
occasional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email him 
at reynoldsharry1943@gmail.
com)

REAGAN
FROM PAGE 3B

By the time he entered elec-
tive politics, in the race for Cal-
ifornia governor, he had a grasp 
of public affairs that belied the 
popular perception of him as 
a washed-up actor who simply 
read scripts written by others. 
In fact, during his White House 
years, Reagan probably wrote 
more of his own lines than any 
president since Woodrow Wil-
son.

Several postwar presi-
dents were in uniform during 
World War II. But none were 
more eloquent than Reagan 
in conveying the lesson of 
the greatest generation: that 
democracy required defend-
ing, and that America was the 
country the world depended 
on to do it. 

None felt more fully than 
Reagan that America’s strug-
gle was one of good against 
evil, and that America was 
the shining city on a hill — 
an image he invoked again 
and again during his presi-
dency.

Reagan wasn’t on the front 
lines in the war, but he had a 
front row seat. 

As a member of the First 
Motion Picture Unit, he saw 
unedited footage of the libera-
tion of the Nazi death camps at 
war’s end. 

The images made such an 
impression on him that he 
saved a reel, against a time 
when people might deny 
the Holocaust ever hap-
pened.

Significantly, while Reagan 
encountered undeniable ev-

idence of the atrocities com-
mitted by America’s enemies in 
the war, he had no experience 
of the evils done by Americans. 
Real soldiers recognize that 
war is the hell William T. Sher-
man, the Civil War general, de-
clared it to be, and that not all 
the hell comes from the other 
side. 

From Reagan’s perch in 
Southern California, Amer-
ica’s participation was sani-
tized and consistently hero-
ic.

Reagan’s Hollywood ver-
sion of war gave him a view 
of the world that was clearer 
than truth. During his pres-
idency he applied this view 
to the Cold War. 

The Soviet Union was an 
evil empire that required de-
feating, not merely contain-
ing. 

“My theory of the Cold 
War is: We win and they lose,” 
Reagan said. Not for him the 
equivocation of détente and 
the stalemate of peaceful co-
existence.

Luckily for Reagan and the 
world, he entered the White 
House at a moment when So-
viet communism had reached a 
crisis of legitimacy. 

The pressure he em-
ployed helped push the 
Russian system over the 
brink. Had Reagan been 
president when Stalin or 
even Khrushchev had been 
in charge in Moscow, the 
results might have been om-
inously different.

But timing is everything — 
for an actor, and for a president. 
That was one lesson Reagan 
got just right. 
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MAGNIFICENT EDGAR COUNTY SUNSET

Special to the Prairie Press

Barbara Dick of Paris captured this sunset on January 4. Do you have a weather or other general 
interest picture to share? Send it to ghenry@prairiepress.net.

Farm Bureau marks 100th convention
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NEW ORLEANS — 
Voting delegates at the 
100th annual meeting of 
the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF), includ-
ing 21 delegates from Illi-
nois addressed Illinois Farm 
Bureau’s (IFB) priority is-
sues, including submittals 
on trade, transportation, 
legal advocacy and Health 
Savings Account (HSA) 
reform. 

“Our delegates were in-
strumental in promoting 
and debating several key 
policy resolutions to pro-
mote and protect the inter-
ests of Illinois Farm Bureau 
members,” said IFB presi-
dent Richard Guebert, Jr.

On Monday morning, 
Jan. 14, Guebert joined 
AFBF President Zippy 
Duvall and other executive 
committee members in a 
breakfast with Secretary 
of Agriculture Sonny Per-
due. A discussion was held 
with the secretary focus-
ing on ways to mitigate the 
effects of the government 
shutdown on farmers. As 
a result of that discussion 

a Sense of the Delegate Body 
resolution was introduced and 
approved at the closing of the 
delegate session. 

The resolution focused on 
urging the administration and 
Congress to work earnestly 
and cooperatively to reopen 
the government as soon as pos-
sible. 

POLICY DEBATE
“We wanted to reaffirm our 

organization’s longstanding 
trade policy. Delegates ap-
proved policy urging trade dis-
putes to be resolved through 
negotiations — using tariffs or 
withdrawals from trade agree-
ments as a last resort,” Guebert 
said. 

Delegates approved lan-
guage to support Health 
Savings Account (HSA) re-
form including the following 
pieces:  repeals caps on the 
annual maximum contri-
bution, eliminates the high 
deductible health plan man-
date from HSA eligibility 
requirements, allows HSA 
funds to be used for health 
insurance premiums and lifts 
restrictions placed on the use 
of HSA funds for over-the-
counter medicines. 

“We were also were success-
ful of the new policy opposing 
the creation of a federal vehi-
cle mileage tax (VMT) which 
would tax motorists based 
upon the number of miles driv-
en, “said Guebert. 

Delegates also approved 
Illinois’ policy submittal per-
taining to the safety of farm-
ers. This particular policy ad-
dressed efforts to enhance the 
8-1-1 internet-based location 
service to accommodate whole 
field utility location services, 
using whole boundaries.

Illinois delegates called on 
the AFBF Board of Directors 
to develop a national legal ad-
vocacy strategy that actively 
addresses legal or regulatory 
actions taken by governments, 
groups, or third parties that 
impact members’ private prop-
erty rights and production ag-
riculture. 

President Donald Trump 
spoke to a full house of con-
vention attendees. He kept 
his promise to return to the 
convention after last year’s ap-
pearance in Nashville and was 
welcomed on stage by AFBF 
President Sonny Duvall and 
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue. 

 Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy entering and exiting

Patented Quick Drain® fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Discover the world’s
best walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today! FREE IN-HOME 

EVALUATION!

Trusted Professional 
Installation with 

Best Lifetime 
Warranty!
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$1,500 in Savings 
INCLUDES a FREE 

American Standard 
Toilet

$1,500 SAVINGS

844-878-6943
Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per 
household. Must be  rst time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; 
Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.
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Office space for rent
208 East Jasper St., Paris, IL
Stop by weekdays 8-5 or phone 
217/465-8562.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Odd Jobs Mary
House cleaning, Organizing
Windows, Minor Landscaping
Serving Paris & the surrounding 
area.
(217) 508-2004

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One 
item to a complete household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat.
 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Indoor Heated
Estate Tag Sale
1109 Cherry Point Rd, Paris
Sat., Feb 2, 9am-2pm
Sun., Feb 3, 10am-2pm (1/2 
off sale)
Snap-On tools box, Tools, 
Furniture, Glassware, Lots of 
misc!

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World Health 
Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required. CIPA 
Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free 
Price Quote. 1-855-718-4398 Call 
Now!

Now Hiring! Precision Collision 
is seeking qualified individuals 
to join our team!
-Competitive pay
-Family Atmosphere
-Must be 18 to apply
-Valid Driver’s License Required
Positions available: Detailer & 
Estimator/Salesperson
Experience required for 
our estimator/salesperson 
position. Open interview’s every 
Wednesday from 9 am-12 pm

HELP WANTED:
- Delivery Driver
- Dishwasher
- Kitchen staff
- Servers
On the job training is provided. 
Applicant must possess good 
communication skills, be 
able to work in a fast-paced 
environment, and be willing to 
work all shifts, including nights 
and weekends. Serious inquiries 
only, apply in person at 
Joe’s Pizza, 
226 W Court St, Paris, IL. 
No phone calls please.

We have an opening for full 
time maintenance supervisor.  
Must be experienced in 
lawn-care.  Basic knowledge of 
plumbing and electrical a must.  
Holidays and vacation paid.  
Reliable and motivated and must 
take pride in their work.  Call 
us today. 217/826-3100 or mail 
resume to 18240 E. 2150th Road 
in Marshall, IL.

Marshall Marathon 
(Downtown)
Located at 105 S. Michigan St., 
Marshall, IL
Now Hiring Station Manager.
Must have managerial experi-
ence and great leadership skills.
Send resumes to:
18240 E. 2150th Road
Marshall, IL 62441

Downtown Marshall Marathon 
is hiring for all shifts.  Must be 
upbeat, positive and have great 
customer service skills.  Stop in 
to pick up an application.
Located at 105 S. Michigan St.
Marshall, IL.

PLEASANT MEADOWS 
SENIOR LIVING
JOB FAIR
We Hire ON THE SPOT!
POSITIONS:  
Registered Nurses (RN) 
Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN)
C.N.A. (Certified Nursing 
Assistant)
DATES:  
Tuesday, January 22, 2019  – 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019
TIME:  9:00 AM – 4:30 PM
WHERE:  Pleasant Meadows 
Senior Living – Main Office
400 West Washington Ave
Chrisman, IL  61924
WE OFFER:  Competitive Wages, 
Pay on Demand, Health, Dental, 
Life, 401(k), Paid Time Off, 
Cash Comp Opportunity, 
Weekend Higher Wage Program, 
Flexible Scheduling, and other 
great Benefits.
We look forward to welcoming 
dedicated professionals a 
rewarding career to care for 
our residents with respect and 
dignity in a family atmosphere.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
offering beginning obedience 
class and intermediate 
rally classes at Wabash Valley 
Fairgrounds on 2/2/19. 
Call 217-275-3465

ESTATE AUCTION 
January 20th 12:10pm 
210 E. Court, Jacksonville, IL 
Old Signs, Banks, scales, toys, 
gold & silver type coins, bullion, 
jewelry, antiques. auctionmc.com  
217-243-6418

HOUSE FOR SALE
726 N Central Paris
1000 Sq Feet, 
2 bedroom
$19,000.  Ph 217-251-3702

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

2 Rooms upstairs. All 
appliances, including W/D. 
$300.00 per month, half utilities.  
Wi-fi & Direct TV available. Pets 
welcome. Call (217)712-1223

Very nice 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
apt with carport, w/d hookups, 
no pets.  $525/mo. 
Call 812-208-8063

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep $625M 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep .  Central air. 
217 466 8210

2 bedroom apartment 
in Chrisman. $450/mo +deposit
217-597-4144

2019 Edgar County Historical 
Society  will be open 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays each month from 10 
am-3 pm

Daddy Daughter Dance
Sat., February 9
6:00-8:00 pm

St. Mary’s Parish Hall
DJ Music, Finger Foods

Mementos & Photos

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or htps:/
www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. (312) 
291-9169; www.refrigerantfind-
ers.com

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-877-649-4346

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

TO: AMY LYNN HILL 
a/k/a AMY HILL

CASE NO: 2016-TX-1
FILED: January 2,2019

TAKE NOTICE

County of Edgar
Date Premises Sold: 
October 27, 2016
Certificate No. 150058
Sold for General Taxes of 2015
Sold for Special Assessment of 
(Municipality)…N/A
And Special Assessment 
Number…N/A
Warrant No. …N/A Installment 
No. …N/A

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES

PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 804-
806 Douglas St., Paris, Illinois

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OR 
PERMANENT INDEX NO. 
09-18-01-365-003

This notice is to advise you that 
the above property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes and that the 
period of redemption from the 
sale will expire on April 30, 2019.

The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals 
from the date of the sale and 
may be further increased if the 
purchaser at the tax sale or his 
assignee pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or special assess-
ments to redeem the property 
from subsequent forfeitures or 
tax sales. Check with County 
Clerk as to the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming.

This notice is also to advise you 
that a petition has been filed for 

a tax deed which will transfer title 
and the right to possession of 
this property if redemption is not 
made on or before April 30, 2019.

This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this County in
Paris, Illinois on May 2, 2019 at 
2:00 p.m.

You may be present at this hear-
ing but your right to redeem will 
already have expired at that time.

YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM 
IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT LOSS 
OF PROPERTY

Redemption can be made at any 
time on or before April 30, 2019 
by applying to the County Clerk 
of Edgar County, Illinois at office 
of the County Clerk in the Court 
House in Paris, Illinois.

For further information contact 
the County Clerk,115 West Court 
Street, Paris, IL 61944, Telephone: 
(217)466-7433
B.S. of Hoopeston, Inc. January 
2, 2019

FRUIN & KASH
Richard M. Kash, Jr.
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Phone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CAROLYN JUNE BARRETT 
DEFFENBAUGH,
Deceased.

No. 2019-P-1

CLAIM NOTICE

   Notice is given of the death 

of CAROLYN JUNE BARRETT 
DEFFENBAUGH.  Letters of 
office were issued on January 
9, 2019, to STEVEN J. BARRETT, 
901 Hillside Drive, Monticello, IL 
61856, and EVELYN L. JULIAN, 
710 Buena Vista, Paris, IL 61944 
as Independent Co-Executors, 
whose Attorney is S. Craig Smith, 
Asher & Smith, 1119 N. Main 
Street, P.O. Box 340, Paris, IL 
61944.

   Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both, on or before July 22, 2019 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 9th day of January, 
2019.

STEVEN J. BARRETT and EVELYN 
L. JULIAN
Representatives

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465/6444

Storage Express will hold 
public auctions ending on 
FEBRUARY 7, 2019, to satisfy 
liens held on delinquent accounts 
located at the below properties 
and ending at the assigned times.  
The auction is an online auction 
conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 12:00 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
In partnership with Moss Auction Team

508 West Garfield St., Paris, IL
2 BR, 1 BA home with 2-car garage & outbuilding 

on a double lot. New roof, siding, windows, 
wiring & furnace!

Open House: Sat. Jan. 26th, 10:30 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Auction Date: Sat. Feb. 2nd, 10 a.m. IL Time

Official notice is hereby given that the 101st Annual 
Meeting of the Edgar County Farm Bureau® will be 
held at the Edgar County Farm Bureau Building in Paris, 
Illinois, at 12:00 P.M. on Saturday, February 9th, 2019. The 
purpose of this meeting is to give reports, elect officers, 
and elect representatives on the Board of Directors for 
the townships of Ross, Stratton, Young America, Elbridge, 
and Symmes

          Submitted by Matt Ehlers, Secretary

TM

1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after savings; upgrades available. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges 
may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. O� ers apply to new bookings 
only, made by 2/28/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

The escorted tour experts since 1967! All tours include hotels, sightseeing and baggage handling.

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW – CALL FOR LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

Ultimate Hawaii 
Tour with Pearl Harbor 
Experience

Enjoy a spectacular cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland America Line’s 
ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a breathtaking sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, towering mountains, and lush forests, with stops 
in Ketchikan, historic Skagway and magni� cent Glacier 
Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian vacation with 
beachfront lodging on Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and a centrally-located hotel in gorgeous Waikiki 
on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor experience where you will 
see the USS Arizona Memorial and Battleship Missouri. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Escorted throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Price includes 3 inter-island � ights.

12 days from $1,849* $1,599*

Departs June - September, 2019
13 days from $2,249* $1,799*

Departs year-round

Save 
$500

per couple

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Save up to
$900

per couple

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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BRIEFLY
Mourners 
remember Illinois 
trooper killed 
during snowstorm

SOUTH BARRINGTON, Ill. 
(AP) — Mourners gathered 
to remember an Illinois 
State Police trooper who was 
struck and killed by a vehicle 
as he responded to a crash in 
suburban Chicago during a 
snowstorm.

Trooper Christopher Lam-
bert was heading home on 
Interstate 294 last Saturday 
when he stopped and got out 
of his squad car to respond 
to a crash near Northbrook. A 
car then struck him.

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
attended Lambert’s Friday 
funeral at a suburban Chi-
cago church. Pritzker told 
Lambert’s wife and 1-year-old 
daughter, “agony fades,” and 
they would be left with, “the 
best parts of the person that 
you loved.”

The Chicago Tribune 
reports law enforcement per-
sonnel from as far away as 
Texas attended the service.

The 34-year-old Army 
veteran served in Iraq and 
Haiti. He joined the Illinois 
State Police in 2013.

Illinois 
unemployment 
up slightly, so is 
jobs growth

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) 
— Illinois officials say the 
state’s unemployment 
rate rose to 4.3 percent in 
December.

The Illinois Department of 
Employment Security also 
announced Thursday that 
nonfarm payrolls increased 
by nearly 14,000 jobs based 
on preliminary data.

The November unem-
ployment rate was 4.2 
percent. IDES also adjusted 
November jobs gains upward 
to 8,000 jobs from about 
6,000.

Deputy Gov. Dan Hynes 
says there’s, “room to both 
grow the Illinois economy 
and create opportunity for 
working families.” He noted 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed 
executive orders in his first 
week in office to improve 
wage opportunities for 
women and target workforce 
training money to growth 
industries .

The state’s unemploy-
ment rate is 0.4 percentage 
points higher than the 
national rate. The national 
unemployment rate rose in 
December to 3.9 percent 
from 3.7 percent.

EPA asked to 
investigate 
improper 
inspection 
allegations

CHICAGO (AP) — Three 
Democratic U.S. senators 
are asking the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency to in-
vestigate allegations it isn’t 
properly inspecting facilities 
that emit the cancer-causing 
gas ethylene oxide.

U.S. Sens. Dick Durbin and 
Tammy Duckworth of Illinois 
and U.S. Sen. Tom Carper of 
Delaware on Friday asked 
the EPA’s inspector general 
to launch an independent 
investigation. The senators 
say EPA senior political 
appointees have instructed 
workers to avoid inspecting 
facilities that emit the gas.

EPA spokesman John 
Konkus said no order has 
been issued to stop inspec-
tions at ethylene oxide-emit-
ting facilities. He says EPA 
staff have been actively 
examining emissions and 
pollution controls for those 
facilities.

The senators’ request 
comes after the EPA last 
year said the Chicago 
suburbs of Waukegan and 
Willowbrook are among com-
munities at risk of toxic air 
pollution caused by ethylene 
oxide.

BY JOHN O'CONNOR
Associated Press

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) 
— Gov. J.B. Pritzker au-
thorized state regulation of 
firearms dealers Thursday 
in a reversal of his predeces-
sor’s policy and prompting a 
gunowners group to threaten 
legal action against Illinois.

Pritzker, sworn in on Mon-
day, chose an elementary 
school in Chicago to sign leg-
islation meant to cut down on 
illegal purchases of firearms 
through video monitoring, 
tighter inventory control and 
gun-shop employee training.

“We can prevent someone 
from buying a gun for some-
one else who is not legally 
allowed to own a gun,” said 
Pritzker, standing next to Chi-
cago Police Superintendent 
Eddie Johnson, whose force 

confiscated 10,000 illegal 
guns last year. “Many of the 
incidents of gun violence that 
occur in our city and all across 
our state occur with illegal 
guns.”

The law affects about 
2,400 firearms dealers and 
its provisions take effect in 
six months. Each must show 
it is licensed with the federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives and 
purchase a five-year state per-
mit — $1,500 for retail shops 
and $300 for independent 
dealers. Each must install 
videotaping in retail sections 
of the store, maintain an elec-
tronic inventory and require 
annual employee training in 
spotting so-called straw pur-
chases.

The Illinois State Rifle As-
sociation promised a lawsuit 

challenging the plan.
“The federal government 

already licenses gun dealers. 
There is no need to add yet 
another layer of bureaucracy 
on gun dealers,” executive di-
rector Richard Pearson said in 
a statement. “The only thing 
this measure is going to do is 
make it cost more money for 
gun dealers to do business in 
Illinois, which is going to hurt 
the smaller dealers.

“The action taken today is 
another assault on our 2nd 
Amendment rights.”

Pritzker, who already this 
week reversed course on GOP 
Gov. Bruce Rauner’s policies 
toward labor with pro-union 
action, said gun-rights orga-
nizations are, “just wrong,” in 
their criticism of the licensing 
bill. He added, “I’m going to 
continue to make sure that 

we’re standing up to the voic-
es like the Illinois State Rifle 
Association and the National 
Rifle Association to protect 
our families and our children.”

Lawmakers endorsed the 
idea twice last year. Raun-
er vetoed the first version in 
March. Democrats who con-
trol the General Assembly, led 
by Sen. Don Harmon of Oak 
Park, OK’d it again in May 
but never sent it to Rauner for 
consideration.

“Thank you for figuring out 
in four days what some other 
people couldn’t figure out in 
four years,” Chicago Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel said to Pritz-
ker. “You don’t need a Ph.D. 
from Harvard to figure out 
that if you’re going to regulate 
a barber shop and a bar, may-
be you should regulate a gun 
dealer.”

Harmon, who first intro-
duced the idea in 2003, said 
the law is more about allow-
ing the state to gather infor-
mation on straw purchases 
through video monitoring 
and electronic inventory and 
sales records than it is about 
punishing dealers. While the 
ATF audits gun shops, Har-
mon said the federal agency 
has fewer than two dozen 
agents to oversee all of Illinois’ 
dealers. He contended audits 
occur only once every three 
to five years and only verify 
whether a gun is in the dealer’s 
inventory or has been sold, 
not examining patterns or reg-
ularity of purchases.

“We can’t think that this 
bill, however important it is, 
is the solution,” Harmon said. 
“It will help but there’s more 
work to be done.”

Gun dealers need license
Gov. Pritzker signs bill allowing Illinois to license gun dealers, focus is ending illegal sales

FATHER FLIES AROUND TO WORLD TO MEET BABY

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Jan. 8, 2019, photo, Chief Warrant Officer II Dustin Shanle gets caught up with his wife, Danielle, and their daughters 
Addisyn, left, and Brookelyn, after arriving from Afghanistan where he was deployed with the Marines at HSHS St. John’s 
Children’s Hospital in Springfield. Their newborn daughter Callie arrived almost two months early and Dustin’s trip home was 
a surprise to the girls.

Dad surprises daughters
BY STEVEN SPEARIE
The State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Sis-
ters Brookelyn and Addisyn Shanle 
squealed with delight when they saw 
their dad, Dustin Shanle, walk into the 
room at HSHS St. John’s Children’s 
Hospital on Jan. 8.

After all, he had flown halfway 
around the world to see the newest ad-
dition to their family, Callie Grace, who 
was born on New Year’s Day and about 
seven weeks premature.

Asked how she felt when she saw 
him, 7-year-old Addisyn had an emo-
ji-type response.

“Uh, OMG,” she admitted. “Very 
surprised.”

“I was very surprised,” added 
Brookelyn, 9, “because Mommy said 
Grandma Kathy and Papa Dan ( Jones, 
Brookelyn’s grandparents) were com-
ing, not Daddy.”

Dustin, a chief warrant officer II in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, had been de-
ployed to Helmut Province, Afghan-
istan, on Oct. 13, where he was on a 
train, advise and assist mission with the 
Afghan National Army, mainly with 
military vehicle maintenance.

He was allowed to end his deploy-
ment several months early after getting 
word that Danielle — the two met 
as teenagers at Mount Pulaski High 
School — delivered at 33 weeks.

A hospital nurse said that Callie 
weighs 4 pounds, 4 ounces, up three 
ounces from her birth weight and that 
the family might be able to leave the 
hospital in the next day or two.

Tuesday’s reunion was joyous, but 
also a bit of relief for Dustin, who be-
gan his trip out of Afghanistan on a 
Friday, then on the following Monday 
and Tuesday flew the last leg of the 
trip from Kuwait to Germany and then 
to Chicago, where Danielle’s parents 
picked him and drove him straight to 
St. John’s.

“I was getting a lot of pictures and 
videos (via FaceTime and iMessaging), 
but (Callie) definitely looks a lot tinier 
in person, but still just as cute, which is 
the important part,” he said.

“(Under other circumstances), it 

would have been June, July or August 
until he was home,” pointed out Dan-
ielle Shanley.

“But it’s today,” whispered Addisyn.
Danielle, Brookelyn and Addisyn 

had come back to Mount Pulaski for a 
baby shower and to celebrate Christ-
mas on Dec. 18 from Jacksonville, 
North Carolina, where they own a 
house close to Camp Lejeune, where 
Dustin is stationed.

Danielle’s father had planned to 
drive the three back to North Carolina 
on Jan. 2, but on New Year’s Eve, Dan-
ielle developed complications and was 
rushed to Abraham Lincoln Memorial 
Hospital in Lincoln before being trans-
ported to St. John’s.

She delivered Callie on New Year’s 
afternoon.

“It was a little earlier than I had antic-
ipated, so I was a little nervous,” admit-
ted Danielle, who was a fourth-grade 
school teacher back in North Caroli-
na. “If she hadn’t come early, (Dustin) 
wouldn’t be home.

“Having him home now means ev-

erything to me. It’s hard to go through 
the pregnancy without your husband 
being able to feel the baby kick. All the 
little fun things you get with pregnancy, 
he wasn’t there for.

“I can’t wait for her to open her eyes 
and see her daddy for the first time.”

“Being away, it’s not the best feeling 
in the world,” admitted Dustin. “But it 
comes with the job and you just have to 
deal with it.”

Dustin grew up in Cornland and the 
two met in high school. They recon-
nected several years ago and were mar-
ried in St. Louis in 2017.

Dede Stewart, the nurse manager in 
the neonatal intensive care unit at St. 
John’s Children’s, said Callie was doing 
so well because Danielle had excellent 
prenatal care in North Carolina.

“Thirty-three week babies can go 
one way or the other,” said Stewart. 
“Callie’s had a wonderful course. She 
was in oxygen for just a little bit. Her 
big thing now is keeping herself warm 
and learning to eat and learning to grow 
at the same time.

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Jan. 8, 2019 photo, Addisyn Shanle, center, and her sister Brookelyn, react 
when their dad, Chief Warrant Officer II Dustin Shanle, walked into the room to 
see the newest member of their family at HSHS St. John’s Children’s Hospital in 
Springfield. Mom, Danielle Shanle, who is holding their newborn daughter, Callie, 
gave birth almost two months early while Dustin was deployed with the Marines in 
Afghanistan.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – 
Chris Miller, a farmer 
from Oakland, says tak-
ing the 
oath of 
o f f i c e 
for State 
R e p r e -
sentat ive 
for the 
1 1 0 t h 
D i s t r i c t 
was a joyous, but also 
solemn occasion for him.

“I am very grateful to 
have the opportunity 
to represent the people 
of the 110th District in 
Springfield, but at the 
same time taking on this 
responsibility is a serious 
occasion because of all 
of the challenges we face 
in Illinois,” Miller said. 
“I did not run for office 
to go to Springfield and 
attend parties and recep-
tions. I ran because I saw 
the problems we face as a 
state and I wanted to do 
something about it.”  

Miller says his priori-
ties as a legislator are to 
be accessible to the peo-
ple he represents, which 
is why he will have mo-
bile office hours in all of 
the counties on non-ses-
sion days. He is also cre-
ating district offices in 
Robinson and Oakland 
for constituents to meet 
with him as needed. 

Another area he will 
focus on are ways to im-
prove Illinois’ economy.

“Illinois’ budget is a 
mess, but our budget 
problems disappear if we 
grow our economy,” said 
Miller. “Last year we lost 
45,000 residents who 
moved out of Illinois. 
That is unacceptable. 
How can we grow our 
economy if we continue 
to lose residents?”

He pledged to be a tire-
less advocate in Spring-
field for the reforms he 
claims are needed to get 
the economy moving.

Miller and his wife 
Mary live in Oakland. 
They have seven chil-
dren and 14 grandchil-
dren. His core values are 
rooted in faith, family 
and freedom.

Part of Edgar county 
is included in the 110th 
House District.

Constituents may con-
tact Miller at the Rob-
inson office, 618-544-
4800; the Springfield 
office, 217-558-1040; or 
his mobile number, 217-
276-2542. His on-line 
address is repcmiller.
com and you can con-
nect with Rep. Miller on 
Facebook at /RepChris-
Miller110/.

Miller 
joins state 
legislature

MILLER
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